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represented that his obilgations to Parlia-
nient practically prohibited him from doing
as the Prime Minister suggested. The Prime
Minister replied, again stressing the import-
ance of the conference, and pointing out how
essential it was in the interests of all the
States and of the Common-wealth that each
State should be represented, and he fixed the
t ine of the conference for the 8th December
in order that the Premier of this State
might be present. In consequence the Gov-
erment were left with only three weeks in
which to pass legislation which they deemed
to be absoIlutely' necessary. In all these cir-
cuma11tances is it to be expected that we
could carry through the procedure in the
way ordinarily adopted?7 In resIpet to this
particular Bill .1 think that itf the lion.
mnember contrasts the action of sonic of
those whom hie has condemned with his own
hie will not have much to congratulate hint-
,elf upon. The lion. memnber has seen fit
to attack the members of the select coin-
miltee, and has suggested that the Uovern-
ineiit erred in not attemptig an independent
voummittee. That select committee consisted
of one supporter of the Labour party, two
supporters of the Liberal party and two
supiporters of the Country party. Those five
gentlemen, throwing party consideral ions
aside, devoted their time day after dlay for
a fortnight in an honest endeavour to mnake
the Bill the best instrument possible in the
interests of the community. They did a bet-
ter service than did the hion. member, wvho
has confined himself purely to hostile andI
destructive criticism. I appreciate the hon.
niember's reference to myself. I can realis~e
that because of our old and strong, friend-
ship the hion, member doubtless feels himself
uinder an obligwation to dissemble his lure.
Ile had made anl appeal to rue as to what
1 shall do in future. May I conclude with
mnaking tQ him this appeal: That in future
lie will extend to ale that. measure of fair-
ness which I know him to be incapable of
d~enying to an enemny.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

AI)JOUUNM IN T-SPECIAJ.
The ('OLO.\I AL SECRETARY (Hon.

H. P. Colehatch-East) [S.391: I regret

to have to inform hon. members that it will
be necessary to impose upon them to the ex-
tent of asking them to sit to-morrow after-
noon to pass an Appropriation Bill prior
to the adjournment. I move-

That the Ho use fit its rising adjourn till
4.30 p.m. to-morrow.,

Quiestion put and passed.

Ho use adjourned at 8.40 p.m.

legiltive iAosenbip,
'Thursday, 30oth November, 1916.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3 p.m.,.
anld read prayers.

QUESTION-PRISON WARD ERS'
QUARTERS AND ALLOWANCES.

11Ir. CARPENTER asked Eon. J, D.
Connolly (Honiorary Minister) !1, How
many warders at the Fremantle prison are
living outside official quarters? 2, What
sum per annum is allowed in lieu of quar-
ters, and what was the cost of these allow-
ances to the State for the last financial year?
3, 'What progress hiar, been made with the
proposal for using the prison quarry re-
serve as a site for officers' quarters?



[30 NovEMBERi, 1916.] 13

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, Seven. 2, (a) £29, (b) £150 12s. 9d. 3,
'Thle reserve is still being graded by the
prisoners but progress is slow owing to the
paucity of numbers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Oa motions by Mr. THOMSON (for Air.

Hardwick), leave of absence for the re-
mainder of the session granted to Mr. M~ale
tin the ground of argent priv'ate business5,
and to the I-on. J. Mitchell (AMister for
Industries) on the ground of turent public
business.

RIli~l-LICENSINTG ACT AMIENDM kENT'.

First Reading.

Thle ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. It.
T. Robinson-Canning) [3.10] : 1 move---

That leave be given to introduce a Bill
to amend the Licensing Act Amendment

.10, 1916.
\Nly reason for asking the House to pass this
measure through all its stages to-day is that
on the Notice Paper there appears another
measure to amend the sale of liquor and
tobacco laws wvhich will not be reached until
Parliament reassemnbles early in the new
year. The licensing court will hold] its quar-
terly' meeting wvitlhin the next few days and
one of the licenses to be dealt with at that
meeting and wvhicli in ordinary circum-
stances would be renewed for 12 months, is
that relating to the sale of wvine. The ob-
ject of this Bill is that Australian ivinme
licenses granted or renewed at the court to
he held this month shall be granted or re-
newvedl only for a period of three months,
by which time the other measure will have
been dealt with.

Question put and passed.
Bill introduced and read a first lime.

Second Reading.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.

T. Robinson-Canning) [3.12) in moviug
the second reading said: I need say no more
in submitting the measure for the consider-
ation of lion. members. The Bill ineans no
more than it, sa~ys, which is that wine liccre~s

at the court to be held this month shall be
granted or renewed for a period of three
months only.

Air. ANGWIN (North-Eat Fremnantle)
[3.13] : We should have some further indi-
cation of the nature of the Hill which is
being submitted by the Attorney General.
We do not know whether it is going to in-
crease the privileges of these wine license
holders or curtail them.

The Attorney General: Carteil them.
Air. ANGW1IN: I was not aware or

hat. So far as some of the wine licenses
are concerned we know that the intention
of Parliament when they were granted is
not being, carried out. In view of what the
Attorney General has stated, I will not opl-
pose the measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second lime.

In Commnittee.
Air. Holman in the Chair; the Attorney

General in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Australian wvine licenses:
Mr. WALK ER: Will the Attorney Gen-

eral explain what are the licenses which may
:,e renewed for the p~eriodl of three months
tinder this amending measuare. The measure
will heave to be read as one with the Act
of 19)11. That Act makes certain provisions
for licensing, and since it was passed there
have been further amendments made, and it
appears to me that we require to embody
those amendments. There is the definition
of wvine license which has since been altered.

Thle ATTORNEY GENERAL: There are
tivo wine licenses, the Australian wine lic-
ense and the Australian wine and bottle
license. I would not be averse to an amend-
ment to the clause to cover what the lion.
member desires.

Mir. WVALKER; The Act of 1911 has been
materially amended, and I think we should
make clear our intention to include the
amendments. It could be done in this clause
or, alternatively, we could recommit Clause
1 and add thereto the words "and its amend-
ments."

ITr. HUDSON: It is not a fair proposition
to renew these licenses until the next suc-
eceeding sitting or thle licensing court, which
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will be held in the first week in March. It
it proposed really to renew them for two
months and charge fees for three months. I
move an amendment-

That all words af ter "until" in line 4
be struck out, and, "31st March, 1917," in-
serted in lieu.
Amendment ,put and passed, the clause as

amended agreed to.
'lit Ic-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

Recommittal.
On motion by the Attorney General, Bill

recommitted for the further consideration of
Clause' 1.

'Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.

clause 1--short title:-

)1r. WALKER: I move an amendment-
That after 111911" in line 2 the words
"and the amendments thereof" be added.

Amendment put and passed, the clause
as amended agreed to.

Bill again reported with a further amend-
ment, and thle report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to

thle Council.

BILL-WHEAT MNARKETING.

Council's A4mendments.

Schedule of five amendments requester] hy
tile Council now considered.

IN committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair; Hon. J. D.

Connally (Honorary Mlinister) in charge
of the Bill.

No. i1-Clause 4, Subelanse 1, Strike out
the word "four" iin line 2 and insert "five":

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Clause 4 pro-
vides power to appoint an advisory com-
mittee. At present that committee consists
ot four persons. The amendment proposes
to increase it to five. Since the Bill left this
House a select committee from another place
baa had it under consideration, and the ma-

jority of the amiendments set out in thle
scedule originated with that select corn-
mnittee.

11r. Angw in: Is not the Minister on that
ad visorv olmite

H-on. J. D. COINNOLLY: In an ex offlcio
capacity, yes. The Minister represents the
Australian wheat pool, and the committee is
there to advise him. It will be seen from
amendment No. 2 that the proposal is to add
to thle committe one who has a knowledge
of the milling industry. Perhaps it would
be well to make that addition if one could
he found wvho, having a knowledge of
the milling industry, is nevertheless disso-
ciated from any milling interests. On the
whole I am no t inclined to u rge the Comi-
mittee to agree to that second amendment.
I do not think it is wise to bind the Mlin-
ister in the matter. If it is thought better
to give the Minister power to have five
members onl the committee instead of four,
it dons not permit him to do anything. I

That the amendlment be made.
Mr. SCADDAN: We require an under-

taking from the M1inister in regard to the
composition of the hoard before we can
aiccept this amnendment. If the second
aictient is carried the Minister will be
directed that one person on the committee
shall have a knowledge of wheat growing
and the other a knowledge of the millig
industry. Where is the consumer coming
in, and where are the poultry farmers coin-
ing in! The miller is already considered
by virtue of the fact that, according to the
price hie has to pay for the wheat from thle
1)0o1, so will hie charge the consumers for
their flour. If any person is interested in
the advice tendered to the Minister by this
body it is the general consumer, equally
wvilh the producer, who is the wheat grower.
I have no objection to thle wheat grower
being represented, but have the strongest
objection to the miller being repre-
sented if thle consumers are not going
to lie irepresented. Unless the Minister
rivos anl understanding that the consumer
is represented and that we shall be eon-
sited in connection with other members
who are appointed in emergency measures,
I amn not going to agree to the passing of
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the amendment. I do not think it is de-
sirable that the miller should be repre-
sented.

Hon. 3. D. Connolly: Jh'le object is niot
to have the millers represented, but to have
the benefit o~f their experience.

Mrli. SCADDAN: The Minister i'aii al;]-
wayvs get the advice of the millers or aIIn-
one else. [ (10 urge that if we are going
to restrict the choice of the MI-inister iiifthe
direction proposed by another place, then
surely the consumer who is direcily inter-
eqted should be represented as wvell.

Hjon. 3. D. Connolly: f am satisfied to
reject Ihe second amendment altogether.

Mr. SCADDAN: I have no objection to
there being five members oil the commit-
lee. The wheat growers have a direct y-
piresentative as have also the merchants.
and the department is represented, and if
a fifth member is going to be appointed the
parties in the House Might be con1sulted in
iii'Iei- that the consumers might have direct
represenitation.

Hon. J. R. CONNKOLLY: I would sug-
ge!st that we should agree to the first amend-
ment. which will give the Minister a wider
choice. I quite agree that it is a non-party
commrittee, and that nil parties should he
consulted, as they bare been up to dlate. As

a atter of fact the Mlinister requested me
(in all such mnatters to confer with the late
Alimister. I have dlone that and it will be
done in future.

_Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: I do not see any
ne,_ed for a fifth member. 'When the first.
'oniittee was appointed it was considered
that the 'Minister was the representative
oif the consuimers, and hie has at all tunes
hern present as chairman at these meetings

AMr. Aagwin : They overlooked the fact
that the Minister was a wheat grower.

Mr. AV. 0. JOHNSON:- No Mtinister
wokild allow his private interests to inter-
fere with hils public duty' to the consuimer.
T think thec consumer'is interests will be well
protected. The committee as constituted
has undoubtedly done good work. The
members have worked harmoniously to-
gether and if their numbers are added to
it might cause disruption and a great deal
of harm.

Mr. PIESSE: I cantnot understand the
necessit , for increasing the number onl the
cormmitee. I knowv of no serious complaint
as to the working of the committee, which
has done well, We are satisfied with time
representation of the farming community
iii the hands of Mr, Dean Hammond,

Question passed; the Council's amend-
mnt made.

No. 29--Clause 4, Subelause 1, after the
word "Persons"'' in line 2 insert "tone of
whomn has had practical experience in
wheat growing and one who has had a
knowledge of the milling industry":

Hon. .1. 1). CONNOLLY: I more-
Thal the amendment be not made.

Mr. W1. D. JOHNKSON: I would like in
Ilie puiblic interests to get an assurance
from the Minister that in regard to the
appointment of agents no addition will be
inade to those who were appointed last
rear, ifhis is purely to allay public 'in-
easiness.

I-Ion. J1. A. CONNOLLY: I can give the
lion, member that assurance. No additions
will bie made either to the shipper or milling
agents. I will not undertake, at the moment,
1o0a that we will reaptpoint the shipping
agent.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: There will be no
new blood introduced.

Hin. S. D. CON\NOLLY: No.
2Mr. A.NMIIN: The Honorary M-iuistcr

'sai 41 I ere inighit he a change, and there
s a possibility of new blood being intrii-
dtiireil. T lieleve a change has already
been made.

Hon. J. 1). Counollyv: The other way
about.

Mr'. ANGWIN: I would like to see the
millers knocked out altogether. The mil-
lers have only been a nuisance ever since.
the beginning.,

Mr. W. D. Johnson: I amn referriuc fit
shipping agents.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
neat not made.

No. 3,--Clause 7: Strike omit thme proviso:
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I move--

That thme amendment be made.
The recommendation of the select comminittee
appointed by this House is that the primiviso
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InI Clause 7 Should hie (leleted. When thle
Bill was in another place the Colonial Sec-
retary moved that thle proviso should be
deleted. Whilst I ask the Committee to
agree to thle amiendment I do so with the
greatest relctance_. If lion. members will
read the report of the select committee, they
will see plainly tile reasons for the committee
arriving at its decision. They did so with
great reluctance. For the information of
lion. members who may not he altogether
t'andlim' -vith thle facts, I will state thle posi-
lion briefly. The wheat p300l came into opera-
tion after the 1st December, 1915. The thert
Minirner, the membler for Guildford. saw
what was coining, and wisely recognised that
there would be a diflicuilty in connection
with certain wheat which these millers had
putrehased. He w'as very desirous of get-
ting thle whole of the Western Australian
wvleat into the pool. There was no Act deal-
ing with the matter-there is no Act now-
and if the Minister had not taken thle action
lie dlid take, an awkward and unfair position
would have been created for certain people.
Thle then Minister called thle millers to-
get her at conferences held onl thle 15th and
29th November last year. and informed them
of thle whole arrangement. The agreement
finally arrived at was, firstly, that thle mil-
lers. were to cease buying wheat. There
seemis to he sonic doubt whether that point
was settled at the conference iif the 15th
Novexuber. However, there is no question
that the point was agreed between the mil-
Jere anld the Minister on the 29th November,
at latest. Two further p;oints of agreement
were that the millers should put into thip
i'onl all the wheat they, had bought, and that
thmer should take that wheat out ag-ain as
they needed it for export flour for whichl
they had then made contracts. The select
committee are satisfied that the millers
agreed that they should be allowed to take
out oft the pool only so munch wheat as they
needed to fulfil contracts for oversea ship-
mieats of flour, and not for local flour ait all.
Further," it was agreed that the millers
shouild cease buying after the 30th Novemn-
hier. Then, it was mentioned during the
cnference of the 29th November that thme
quantity of wheat the millers hiad hotulit
would not exceed 150,000 bags. Thme full
report of thle evidence shows that the Mlinis-

ter accepted that quadtity as rathier an ex-
aggera ted estimate. It is plain from tbe
evidence of the millers that they knew the
quantity was more than 150,000 bags. Ac-
cording to one miller, he himself had bought
93,000 bags. Anothier firm had bought
150,000 bags, though they said that at the
time they did not know how much they had
hought. They should have known if at that
date they had bona fide bought that quani-
ti tv

Mr. Anlgwin: 'They would not have had
that quantity if tile price had gone down.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: That is so.
However, the contract millers allowed
the Minister to assume, as anyone
would have assumed in the circulm-
stances, that there was not niore than 150,000
bags of' contract wheat. After leaving the
conference, the miller-s wrote the Mlinister a
letter,. which is quoted in the report, setting
out the terms of the agreement. The 1%mi-
ister promp1 t ly replied acknowledging anti
confirmuing The trouble was, however, that
thie )Minister dlid not make it clear that the
aigreemnent as to coiraci wheat applied only
to so munch contract wheat as was needed
for export flour then contracted for. Thle
draft letter drawn up by the secretary of
the flour millers' association, but not sent.
shows that that was the understanding In
Uairncss to all concerned I shouild mention
thant that draft letter did not see the lighit
of da ,y uatil the select committee got tile
secretary of' the Plour millers' association to
pm'odmmee it. 'The italics in thle draft letter
as printed show how thle vital portion of the
,agreemnent wvas missed. Naturally, the MXin-
ister was led astray. Thle Mlinister assiued
that there was only vune contract. I ouzht to
mention that thle 'Minister had carried out
the negotiations, which were very strenuous,
and had been travelling backwards and for-
wards between Western Australia and Mel-
hounu in connection with the matter of thle
wheat pool;- so that it is not surprising that
lie failed to notice the discrepancy. After
that, the dlocuments were handed over to thme
officials, and. after three weeks, an agree-
inent was drawn up as set out in the sched-
uile. That agreement was signed by the non-
contract millers, thle millers who had no
wheat, as well as by the contract millers.
For some considerablie time the contract
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millers did not carry, out their promise to
supply a list of thle wheat contracts they
had madle with the farmers. It was not
until that list was supplied that the Minister
detected the discrepancy. He then found
that instead of a maximum of 150,000 bags
of wheat the contract millers had purchased
about 340,000 bags. I wish hon. members
to note that when the millers are spoken of
in harsh termis-terms not harsher, perhaps,
than (lie ease calls for-those terms apply
only to the contract millers, andi not to the
millers generally The effect of the discrep-
ancy would be a very large gain to the con-
tract millers, and a heavyv loss to the wheat.
pool They were to Put thle wheat into the
pool at what it cost them, and to receive 1)001
prices for it. Take thle ease of a mniller with
oversea flour contracts and drawing the
wheat for those contracts at 4s. out of the
pool1. Any' contract miller would have to
pay 5s. 3d. or at least is. more.
One contract miller has used his con-
tract wheat for local flour, so that hie had
a clear advantage of Is. per bushel against
other millers. In view of these facts i t may
be thought that the contract millers should
receive no consideration at all. For my
part, I amn sorry that they cannot be dealt
-with as I hey, should be Those millers, howr-
ever, entered into contracts for flour for
oversen shipments: and in fairness to them
it should be added that they might not have
secured those oversea flour contracts had
they not had the cheap wheat, at 4s. or
4.e. 3d.

31r. Thomas: They bought a lot of wheat
at 3s. fid.-while the pool was in operation,
too.

flon. J. D. CONNOLLY: After thme con-
tract h ad been signed these millers
muade contracts which they had a legal
right to make. The agreement having
been made and signed, the position arises
that many other people have become involved.
To what extent, we do not know; we have
not made inquiry on that point. But, natur-
ally, it must he so, people generally having
accepted the agreement in good faith. The
question then -was whether the select com-
mittee were to recommend Parliament to
repudiate an agreemrent and thereby estab-
lish a very dangerous precedentI It would

[49]

be setting Parliament above the law 'and
above die law, courts.

Mr, Angwin: In what way would it affect
the millers who sold the flour?

Mr. Carpenter: The Minister only assumes
that the millers have wade contracts,

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY: The mil-
lers cannot carry on without mak-
iag contraets. The question is whether
Parliament shall set aside an agreement
which, apart from the circumstance I have
mentioned, was deliberately entered into be-
tween the Minister and the other parties, and
uinder' which the Millers have been working
for 12 months. 1 do not think this Parlia-
ment or any other Parliament would set
'ip such a dangerous precedent. The list
of wheat purchases furnished by the millers
does not settle the matter by any means, as
will be seen, on reference to paragraph 11I of
the select committee's report-

Thei columittee thinks that it is highly
desirable that the present 'Minister Should,
before agrTeeing to any adjustments, be ab-
solutely satisfied as to the bona fides of the
wheat contracts stated to have been made
by the millers prior to the 3st December,
1915, and p~articularly the large qjuantity
obtained by Ockerby & Co. from the Par-
niers' Mercantile 'Union, and referred to
in the evidence of _Mr. Lehmann and other
witnesses.

There is a doubt as to whether anything like
340,000 bags was bought bona fide before
the 31st December. If that can be estab-
lished, the whole thing will be settled. The
millers can be forced to go to an arbitration
court to bring about a settlement. The 1Mii-
ister will exhaust every fair and leg(itimate
means to make them prove their ease. The
select conumittee summeI up their investi-
gation in these words--

In view of all these circumstances, the
committee is not prepared to recommend
that Parliament should, by express legis-
lation, take away from the contract millers
any legal right of appeal to a court of
law or to arbitration under Clause 23 ot
the agreement, heeause-(a) the agree-
ment was deliberately signed by all parties
-those indirectly interested as well as
those directly concerned; (b) outside
parties, such as financial institntions, may

have become involved in the matter in
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the. ordinary course of business accepting
the agreement at its face value.

The committee came to that conclusion and
for that reason I ask members to agree to
strike out the proviso. :L1

1%r. W. ID. JOHNSON: For obvions
reasons I have no desire to enter into a con-
troversy on this question, but there are
one or two matters upon which I desire to
say a few words and then I shall retire from
the discuission. If, however, the matter goes
to a division, I shall votc for the retention
of the proviso. I put in that proviso be-'
cause .1. thought it the honest course to
follow, having consideration for the millers
who acted straightforwardly with me. 1
would not have put it there if I had not
thought it was rig-ht. I. desire to put the
Minister right in regard to this repeated
statement that thie clause will vary the agree-
mneut. It will simply put a epree inter-
preQtidion on it. There is room for a. diffohr-
ene of opinion a.s to what the clause in the
agreement meants; and to remove that doub t
we put in thie clause as it appears in tN'
Bill, I am very grateful to the select corn-
niittee for the timre they devoted to the ques-
lion and thie exhaustive mannier in wivhl
they investigated it. They secured the two
letters, including the draft letter which was
prepared by (lie secretary immediately afte~r
the conference, and which gave clear and
absolute proof that they left my room with
a correct conception of what was understood.
The 'y left my room after the conference tin-
der the clear impression, as evidenced by
the draft letter, that they were to put into
(he pooi a quantity of wheat not to exceed
150,000 bags and it was arced that -returns
should be submitted to me.

Mr. Thomson: Did they submit the re-
turns?.

Mr. W'. R. JOHNSON: No, arid we hadl

110 powver to enter their mills to get them.
It was some three months later before we
actually discovered that, instead of the quaii-
tity being less than 150,000 bags, it had
icen increased to 340,000 bags. T might
have been a little more careful in accepting
that letter as being the true outline of what
was understood at the conference, but I felt

acertain amount of security inasmuch as
the members of thie millers' association were
all at the conference and the majority of

the association were not interested in this
wheat contract, and a letter coming
from an association where a majority
,vere anxious to see that nothing more
than 150,000 bags should be utilised to fulfil
flour commitments, I thought they would
see that the letter which came back to
me would clearly outline what was Linder-
stood. The letter said, "the said contracts,"
and I understood that the contracts referred
to were the flour contracts. There was no
other conclusion that I could conic to. But
when we get the two letters side by side, we
can sec how 'these gentlemen cleverly al-
lered one letter in order to leave a doulbt
and give them the opportunity of going to
law and legalising what they had acquired
previously. Rt was a clever business and T
admait they were too clever for mn. Tjhley
were also a bit too clever for their brother
mnillers.

The Minister for Works: They will pay
fur it.

\lr. W. ID. JOHNSON: Memhers have
now amiple evidence, arising from the inves-
iigation of tile select committee, to enable
themi to come to a conclusion as to whether
tie piroviso should stand. If it does niot
stand a grave injustice will be done to thiose
whlo hionourably carried out their share of
the contract, that they would not traffic in
wheat outside of the wheat pool.

Mr. SCADIJAN : 'It is evident from the
report of thie select committee that the mciii-
ibeis of that committee were satisfied thai
the millers clearly understood what was the
position. They were also satisfied that the
proviso in the Bill was fair and just to the
millers and to the State. The only thing
hlat influenced the committee was that. h 1av

clause of this nature, we were removing the
ighilt Of one p)arty to an agreement to ap-

proach the courts of law and thus
Parliament was taking an action of
a serious nature. The select committee
then considered that it would be preferable
to allow the miatter to be decided by the
courts. It is a serious attitude for Parlia-
ment to adopt, to deliberately take away
the right of one party to a contract fromn
being able, in a legitimate manner, to settle
a point of difference. Of course we know
that if this matter is taken to the court, the
position of the millers is assured. They
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are bound to win. In any question of doubt
whicI exists, the benefit of that doubt is
always given against the Government. The
proviso, after all, is not very serious. It
is not actually declaring that they shall have
no claim; it merely says that a doubt having
arisen as to the meaning of the clause in
the agreement, it is hereby declared that
such p aragraphis shall only apply so far as
it is proved by the agent to the satisfaction
of tile Minister that prior to the 1st Decem-
ber. 0f15. the agent was committed to coin-
tracts made for the sale of flour for overseas
shipment. Are we going to be placed in the
position of permitting the courts to deal
with tile matter purely from at legal poinb
of view, without regard to equity, and involve
the State and the wheat pool in from £6,000
to £7000, because of wvhat, 1 honestly be-
lieve, wvas a little bit of sharp practice on
the part of some of those millers? If they
were desirous of doing the right thing there
should not have Been the slightest difficulty
in obtaining from the millers the particulars
requested; hut instead of supplying thoem
particuilars they went on operating.

Mr. Thomson: They wvere buying wheat
Tight11 out when the pool wvas in existence.

Mr. SCATJDAN%: Nit doubt of it. The
few millers who indulged in that sharp prac-
tice are now attempting to get an undue
advantage over the other millers. It is for
the Committee to see that justice is done,
and justice cannot be done if we strike out
this proviso. for to do that would he to put
those who indulged in sharp practice into
a position of unassailable advantage. I an,
not prepared to agree to the amendment.
This matter was fully debated in Cabinet

ont many occasions, and J remember that
Mr. Johnson, whlen discussing- it with the
millers, raised the point regarding oversee
commitments. The millers claimed that they
%vere entitled to secure sufficient wheat for
their oversee commitments. That was onlyv
a fair proposition, but they are not entitled
to a single penny above the quantity of
whleat they had to acquire for oversea com-
mitmnents. They are not entitled, for in-
stance. to get wheat at 3s. 6id, for flour for
local consumption, while other millers had
to pay 5s. 3d. for it. The price was fixed
by the board on the understanding that all
muillers should pay the same.

-1r. PIESSE: The proviso arose out ot
ai difference of opinion between the Mlinister
and certain millers. While there is grave
suspicion of sharp practice on the part of
certain rillers, I am at a loss to see why
Parliament should be asked to settle the
question. I doubt whether Parliament is
in possession of sufficient evidence to justify
the assumption that there has been sharp
practice. [ hope the Committee wvill delete
the proviso.

.%Ir. ANOWIN: The report of the select
committee allows of only one conclusion,
namely, that certain millers have tried to
get ait the farmers. We have clear proof
of that. The ni1illera have done pretty well,
not only this year, but last year also. It
is not thne first t imae the mlillers have sought
to take advantage of the wheat marketing
commnittee. Thc proviso asks that proof
shall be brought to the 'Minister. Surely
tllere 15 '10 reason why this should not be
insisted upon. The select committee are
entitled to the thanks of the House for the
thoroughl manner in which they have gone
into tllis question. According to the report
of the select committee it was generally
admitted by the witnesses that the quantity
of contract wheat was mentioned as not
exceeding 150,000 bags. This was not denied
by those present, and so it was accepted by
the Minister in good faith as the maximum
quantity. It is also shown in the report
of thle select committee that the then Minis-
ter, AIr. Johnson, who carried out the nego-
tiations, was fully alive to thle importance
of not only getting the millers, to come to
a decision, hut to do so promptly, and the
Mlinister did not doubt that the word "con-
tracts" mentioned in paragraph 2 of Mr.
Collins's letter, referred to flour contracts.
Then there is tile draft letter written by the
secretary of the Millers' Association imme-
diately after the conference was held. Un-
doubtedly the 'Minister was misled by that
letter. Paragraph 10 of the report says-

If the lists of wheat contracts that the
millers on the 29th November promised
had not been delayed for three months,
the Mlinister would have been in a position
before the signing of the agreement
to provide that the adjustments on
contract wheat should be limited either
to the 150,000 bags or/and to so much
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as was required for flour contracts for
actual oversee, shipment.

The information is delayed until alnmost
the last moment, and then the millers,
in supplying it, say to the Minister, "You
have misunderstood what we intended."
The same paragraph states-

When the Minister realised that the
quantity involved was over 340,000
bags, he told the millers concerned how
he had been misled, and urged them to
agree to the interpretation of the clause
according to the original intention. It
is true that, having failed in this, and
in his endeavours to make any reason-
able terms of settlement, he finally
advised them (on the 21st April) that
the second paragraph of Clause 14 must
be interpreted and applied according to
the original intention.

The original intention is shown in the draft
letter of the secretary of the association,
which was drawn on the evening of the
day when the conference met. Therefore,
no injury whatever is being done to the
contract millers. But injury is being done
to the man in the back blocks, who some-
times eats little but bread and treacle, and
occasionally is clothed in bags. I main-
tain that the select commnittee have proved
conclusively that the agreement does not
embody what was understood at the con-
ference. The contract millors should be
called upon to submit to the Minister clear
proof that they are entitled to what they
claim. The Government should not be
involved in the expense of litigation or of
arbitration proceedings.

Mrf. COLLIER: The question the Com-
mittee have to decide is somewhat difficult,
because members are really called upon to
say whether a literal interpretation should
be permitted of an agreement made be-
tween the Minister and certain flour millers,
or whether Parliament shall strike out the
proviso in order to conformi with what is
contended to be the real understanding
between the millers and the Minister.
MWany millers start buying wheat early
in the year. Last year some of them
were I believe, buying as early as July,
and up to November. They bought at
prices ranging from 3a. to 4s. 3d. Having
bought at low prices, they entered into
contracts for oversee flour based on the

prices they had paid for wheat. At the
conferences with the Minister on the 15th
and again the 29th November of last
year, it was agreed that the millers should
cease buying. Those millers who had al-
ready entered into contracts for wheat,
were informed that they must put their
wheat into the pool. This they agreed to
do. It is alleged that it was farther agreed
these millers should be allowed to withdraw
from the pool, at the price they had paid
for the wheat, sufficient wheat to cover
the oversea flour contracts they had made.
That was only fair and equitable. Un-
fortunately, however, the agreement does
not say that. The agreement gives the
millers the right to withdraw all the wheat
they have put into the pool and do what
they like with that wheat, regardless of
what flour contracts they had made at
the time. Instead of 150,000 bags of
wheat, as stated at the conference, it is
now said that there were 340,000 bags of
contract wheat ; and the contract millers
claim that under this clause they will
suffer a loss, because they had assumed
that thcy had certain rights under the
agreement and believed that they could
withdraw all their contract wheat up to
340,000 bags. In' that belief, they state,
they have gone on making flour contracts.
In fact, one miller put in a list showing
that he had made oversea. flour contracts
up to a month ago. He claims that he
made those contracts on the basis of the
low price lie had paid for his wheat-
made them believing that he would be
allowed to withdraw the whole of the
wheat lie had put into the pool. He Con-

tends that if hie is confined to flour contracts
made prior to the 1st December, 1915,
he will suffer a loss on all the flour he has
sold since then.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: He could not,
make contracts after the 1st December.
The Commonwealth would not let him.
He would not be able to ship the flour.

TMr. COLLIER: We" have evidence,
notwithstanding, that millers have been
making oversea contracts for flour since
the 1st December, 1915.

Mir. W. D). Johnson: Those would be
Commonwealth contracts, made through
the pool.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: No.
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Mr. COLLIER: No. Mr. Ockerby
put in a list showing that lhe iad made
very few contracts prior to the 1st Decem-
ber, 1915, and that the great bulk of his
contracts had been made since that date.
The contract millers contend now that they
will suffer a loss if Parliament deprives
them of their right to the contract wheat.
I quite agree that the intention at the
conference was that the contract millers
should be permitted to withdraw from the
pool only sufficient wheat to meet oversea
flour commitments then made. The agree.
ment, however, does not say so. The
select committee hesitate to recommend
Parliament to deliberately break an agree-
ment between parties, even although that
agreement may not conformn to the under-
standing arrived at between thenm. The
Committee now have to decide as to the
propriety of legislating retrospectively to
take away rights under an agreement, even
although one believes that the agreement
gives an undue and unintended advantage
to one of the parties. My own opinion
is embodied in the report of the Comn-
mnittee. I am not prepared to recormmend
Parliarnent deliberately to break an agree-
ment, or to take away, in this instance,
the legal rights of the contract millers.
If the amendment is agreed to, then it
will be for the contract millers to establish
their case in the lawv courts or at arbitration.
In my opinion, Parliament would be
establishing a very dangerous precedent
by setting ade even a one-sided agreement
This agreement, it must be remembered,
was not signed until three weeks after the
conference. Still, there is no doubt in
the world as to what was the intention of
the Minister and also the intention of some
of the millers. One miller's business will
show a heavy loss this year because he has
to compete in the market with other
millers who have obtained the cheap wheat.
One of these other millers hoas been gristing
flour for local consumption from wheat
purchased at the low prices, so that he
must be showing a large profit on his
operations. The responsibility is on the
Committee of deciding whether, in View
of the facts, this amendment can be carried
with equity to all concerned.

Mr. S. STUBBS: I have read the report
of the select committee carefully. Just

about this time lPA year I nailed at the
office of Mr. Johnson, the Minister who was
then in control of the pooling of wheat.
and I an assure this Committee that no
more painstaking Minister could have
been found than he in his endeavour to
conserve the interests of the producer,
and at the samne time to be fair to the
millers. I well rememrber that a question
was put to the millers by the Minister,

"How many bags of wheat have you
purchased ?" One of the millers replied
150,000 bags.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : Who was that
Mr. S. STUBIBS: I amn not quite sume,

but one of the gentlemen said so. If
the representative of the millers made
a mistake in stating the quantity at 150,000
bags, surely within the next few days it
was their clear duty, when the mistake
was discovered, to notify the Minister that
the quantity was 840,000 bags and not
150.000.

Mr. Collier: As a matter of fact the
Minister could not get any information
for three months.

Mr. S. STUBBS: I do not say that the
mistake was de iberate, but undoubtedly
there was a mistake, and after what we have
learned from the select committee which
investigated the matter, one cannot help
coming to the conclusion that one or
two millers are getting a larger yield from
the wheat they purchased than others.
I. am positive that, in regard to one mill
in my electorate, the wheat, used in that
mill was purchased at the higher price.
I think it would be fin the best interests of
all persons connected with the wheat and
flour industries if this Committee support
the recommaendation of the select com-.
mittee.

-Mr. CUX-NINCHA2I The first con-
ference between the Minister and the
millers took place on the 15th August,
when the matter was informially discussed.
A second conference was held on the 29th
November, w-hen the millers agreed to
co-operate in the scheme, and it was stated
in answer to a question by the Minister
that the quantity of wheat purchased by
the millers to the then date was 150,000
bags. That figure was not taken exception
to by any of thoem present, and the Minister
naturally took it for granted that it was
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correct, and used it as a guide in his further
negotiations. On the following day the
Flourmillers' Association caused a letter
to be sent to the Minister. One paragraph
of that letter readls-

That those millers who have any wheat
undelivered on December 1st, 1915, on
contracts made by them with farmers
or merchants, allow such undelivered
wheat to go into the general pool ; the
millers to pay the price agreed upon
with sellers and to receive from the
agents of the scheme the general advance
agreed upon, namely, 3s. per bushel,
and finally, when the general flat rate
has been fixed, to receive the difference
between the price advanced to thenm
and such flat rate. The millers to have
the right to draw from the pool a suffi-
cient quantity to cover such contracts,
the price to be charged to be the general
flat rate for the season's sales. 'Millers
to supply you with a list of contracts
entered into for the purchase of wheat,
showing the quantities undelivered on
December 1st, 1016.

'The M11inister replied inthe following terms-
Dear Sir-I have to acknowledge receipt

of your letter of the 29th ultinia, which
correctly conveys the understanding
arrived at at the conference held between
representatives of your association and
myself on the 29th ultino, and which
I now confirm.

This letter was sent to the ihnister im-
maediately after the conference of the 29th,
when the circumstances would be fresh
in the minds of everyone concerned. And
the decision then conveyed was acted upon
even by the wheat marketing committee
until March of the present year. Sub-
sequently there was a protest from some
of the millers that other millers were using
wheat purchased in the open market, and
on that point being raised the Minister
discovered that the letter I have already
referred to did not properly convey tile
decisions arr ived at at the conference. The
millers, on the other hand, contended thai
it did. We had widely differing statements
before the select committee as to the
decision arrived at by the conference.
Some of the witnesses said that the wheat
could be taken out of the pee1 for the
purpose of supplying contracts, whether

they had been entered into before the
1st December or subsequently. Other wit-
nesses stated that the wheat eould be
taken out at any time, and others again
contended they could use contract wheat
for oversea shipments of flour, even though
those flour contracts had been entered
into before or since the 1st December.
If Clause 7 is retained in the BiUl the millers
will be limited as to the number of bags
which may be taken out of the pool to
150,0 00.

Mr. Angwin:- Clause 7 does not apply
to that at all-

Mr. CUNNINGHAM .It limits them
for overses shipments to 150,000 bags, and
it means that they will probably have to
pay for a lot of the wheat they have taken
out of the pool, instead of getting it at the
price at which they put it in. The farmer,
it must be remembered, had sold the
wheat to the millers, and therefore the
millers took the place of the farmers in the
deal, and it was unlikely that they, as
business men, would put their wheat into
the pool if there was to be any difficulty
about their getting it out again. The
millers would have to pay Is. for the
privilege of having put their wheat into
the pool before they could get it out if
Clause 7 is retained. I think that the
benefit of that Is. should be secured by
the men who produced the wheat and not
by the pool. Is has to be remembered
that consultations on business matters
generally are held before a deal is entered
into, and that a business man is expected
to stand by any agreement he makes. I
do not think it right that Parliament
should come in and upset an agreement
of that kind. As one of the Committee
I consider we had no other course open
to us than to recommend that this clause
of the agreement should be deleted.

Mr. CARPENTER : Apparently the
select committee found themselves up
against a difficulty, one which they were
appointed to overcome, and found the
evidence contradictory, and they seem to
have said to themselves, "Trhe thing is
unsatisfactory, there has been some sharp
practice, but we will condone that sharp
practice because those who have been
guilty of it may suffer to some extent
unless we recommend its cendonence."
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I cannot understand the recommendation
of the committee. The Minister before
he makes any adjustment as to payments
shall satisfy himself as to the bona fides
of contracts entered into by the millers.
They say, " Seeing that the Minister shall
be called upon to do this we recommend
that the proviso should be deleted." I
have no doubt as to my course in standing
for the retention of the proviso. The
member for Boulder raised the one doubt
in my mind when he said that the millers.
having some possible doubt in their minds
as to their powers in connection with
buying wheat for overseas ptirposes, kept on
buying, and so committed themselves to
large contracts owing to a misunderstanding.
If I believed that I would vote with the
Government to knock out the proviso.
I cannot, however, accept any such con.
tention in view of the fact that they made
the agreement and promised to abide by it.
It does appear to me that, seeing a loophole,
they kept on buying and said to themselves
that if they were stopped, they would plead
that they thought that they were right
in doing so, but I Ain convinced they
knew they had no such right. I think
the Committee had better retain the pro-
viso, and so prevent the wheatpjoO1 beig
fleeced by a bit of sharp practice which
this Conmmittee ought not to condone.

Mr. T.AYLOR: I am going to oppose
the suggested amendment. 'The position
appears to me to 1)0 that these millers are
legally right but morally wrong. We are
called upon to let morality go and stick
to the legal aspect of the question. It
has been demonstrated beyond doubt that
these milers knew what they were doing,
that they saw an opportunity of a little
bit of sharp practice and immediately
seized it. I am not going to be a party
to that sharp practice.

Question put and negatived ; the Council's
amendment not made.

Hon. J. 1). CONNOLLY: Cannot the
question be put again?

The CHAIRMAN: No.
Ron. J. D). CONNOLLY: Can this

be recommitted later.
The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
No. 4.-Clause 11 : Insert a new sub-

clause to stand as Subelause (8), as follows: -
(3) The Minister may cause to -be seized

and compulsorily acquired upon the term-
and conditions on which wheat may be
purchased under this Act, any wheat ac-
quired by any person after the 30th day
of September, 1910 :

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY :I move--

That the amendment be made.

This is a proviso that would obviate any
trouble that would be likely to take place
in the forward buying of wheat for the
coming season.

Mr. ANG\VIN' What will this mean?
In all probability the wheatpool is only
going to pay Is. 6d. There is a possibility
that any of the farmers of this% State who
are not in receipt of Government assistance
will desire to sell their wheat-

Mr. Hudson: They are selling it.

MNr. ANGW]Y : And go on for another
season instead of having their wheat taken
ad put into the pool. This clause pro.
vides that any wheat purchased after the
first day of September the Minister can
go in and seize at once. This may mean
ruination to some of the farmers who have
never had a penny from the Industries
Assistance Board.

Hon. J. fl. CONNOLLY : It is the
recommendation of the Select Coin-
mittee of another place. The com-
mittee evidently conceived the idea that
there was certain wheat buying going
on in regard to this season's wheat.
In order that there would be no doubt
that all the wheat went to the pool they
put in these words.

Question passed ; the Council's amend-
ment wade.

No. 5.--Clause 16: Insert, the following
proviso at the end of the clause :-" Pro.
vided that all expenditure in the admnin.
istration of this Act shall be a charge upon
the proceeds of the marketed wheat.':

Hion. J. D). CONNXOLLY: I move-
That the amendment be made.

This amendment provides that the expense
shall be charged to the pool, instead of
coming out of Consolidated Revenue.

Question passed ; the Council's amend-
ment mad-.

Resolutions reported.
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Recommittal.
Hon. J. D. OCOONNOLLY: I move-

That the CounciC'8 message be recoin-
mille for the further consideration of
paragraph 3.
Mr. ANCIWTIN: This Message has been

under consideration for the last two hours
and every member knows the purport of
it and the Committee hos disagreed with
the motion of the Minister. That being
so, what the Minister now proposes is out
of order.

Hon. J. D). Connally: You know the
circumstances under which it was done.

31r. ANOWVIN:. I believe it is in the
best interests of the farmers that it should
go as it is.

Hon. J. D). Connolly: Let me recommit
the Bill and take a vote.

-Mr. ANGWVEN: The Minister should
abide by the previous decision of the
Committee.

Mr. TAYLOR: The bone of contention
was discussed for a, couple of hours and the
feeling of the Committee was so pro.
nounced that when a, vote was called,
there was not one voice, not even that of
the Minister, raised in favour of it. Unless
the Minister cant bring forward fresh
evidence, I am not prepared to agree
to the wasting of any further time of
the House in dealing with the question.

Hon. J. D. CONKNOLLY (Honorary
Minister): The circumstances are well-
known to the member for M1-t. Margaret.
I happened to be speaking to the leader
of the Opposition on this particlar matter
on the floor of the House and as I was
returning to my seat my attention was
called to another matter by the member
for Kanowna and I was delayed in my
return to my seat: All I ask hon members
to do is to recommit the Bill and the
question can be put so that the opinion
of members may be taken on it.

Question put and passd, the Counoil's
-Message recommitted.

No. 3.-Clause 7:- Strike out the pro-
viso.:

Hon. J. D. CONKNOLLY:- I move-
That the amendmzent be mzade.

IMr. ANOWIXN : The retention of the
proviso will take the matter entirely out
of the hands of the lawyers and therefore
I do not think the Council's amendment

should be made. I hope the Committee
will protect the farmers and see that they
are not done out of their just rights. I
am pleased to know that all the millers
were not in this business and knowing what
took place 12 months previously, I hope
the same thing will not occur again.

Mr. SCADDAN:. May I suggest a com-
promise. If this matter is left to legal
interpretation there is only one possible
end to it and that will be in favour entirely
of the millers. If we strike out the pro-
vise, we determ-ine the matter in so far
that the interpretation of the millers will
be given effect to.

Mr. Hudson: It does not follow.

111r. SCADDAIN: I any of opinion that
it does follow. That opinion has been
expressed by those who have considered
the clause. On the legal interpretation
of the clause in the agreement standing
by itself, the millers assertion will be held
to be legally correct.

Mr. Taylor: And morally wrong.

Mr. SCAI)DAN: Whatever action we
take, we determine the matter, if we leave
the clause as it is in the Hill or if we strike
it out. I suggest that we amend the
request from another place by allowing
the proviso to remain down to the word
" that" in the fourth line and adding these
words "any disagreement arising out of
the interpretation of this clause shall be
submitted to a board of arbitration con-
sisting of a representative of the Wheat
Marketing Committee and a representative
of the millers and the Chairman to be
appointed by the Governor- in-.Council, the
decision arrived at by Such board of arbi-
tration to be final and not subject to any
appeal at law." The Honorary Minister
knows that even after the arrival at a
decision by arbitration, that decision can
be followed up by an appeal in the courts.
W17e want to remove that and to have the
matter settled on the grounds of equity.
The legal interpretation of the clause will
give the millers what they ask for, but
probably every miember of the Committee
will admit that there is equity as well as
legal interpretation at stake. Some board
could easily be appointed which while
having regard to the legal aspect, would



[30 N'ovsmnnR, 1916.] 14

give the millers their equity. The matter
should be considered from the standpoint
of equity ae well as of legal interpretation.
I ask the Committee to agree that the
matter shall be submitted to arbitration,
where bath equity and legal interpretation
can be regarded side by side. I would
like to see the proviso amended in this
way

That all the words after ' that' in
line 4 of the proviso be struck out and
thu following inserted in lien 'Any dis-
agre~ement arising out of intorprotation
of this clause shall be submitted to a board
of arbitration consisting of a representa-
tive of the wvleat marketing committee,
and a representative of the millers, Che
dihairrnan to be appoited by the Covernor
in Council ; tim decision arrived at by
such board of arbitration shiall be final
and not subject to any appeal at law.' "

R on. j. D. CONNOLLY : Much as
I~ivould like to accept the proposed amend-
went, I fear it is not a practicable
one. It involves the principle that these
people shall not lose their right to go to
the Arbitration Court or to the Supreme
Court under the agreement made by them.
After all, the real issue before the Com-
mittee is not the understanding or the
misunderstanding that either party may
have carried away from the conference of
the 29th. A proviso is sought to be in-
serted in the Bill to va-ry the agreement
in respect of Clause 14 of the second
schedule. We have to consider whether
we should take from the millers their
right of going to the Arbitration Court or
to the Supreme Court. The leader of the
Opposition suggest a middle course. But
the same principle is involved, namely,
that by Act of Parliament we are to vary
an agreement. Clause 23 of the agreement
states that disputes shall be submitted to
arbitration under the provisions of the
Arbitration Act. So we have in the agree-
ment almost precisely what the leader
of the Opposition is asking, the only differ-
ence being the constitution of the tribunal,
For two reasons I cannot accept the amend-
ment:- first, it involves the principle of
setting Parliament above the agreement
and above the courts ; and secondly, it
is varying the agreement._

Question put and a division taken,
with tsf following result.

Ayes -

Noes.-
* - - - 24

-- -- -- 15

Majority for -' .. 9

Airs.

Sir. Allen
Mr. Butcher
Sir. Collier
Mt . Connolly
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Gardler
%Ir. George
M1r. Griffiths
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hickmotl
M r. Hudson
NJr. K 13. Johnston
A]ir. Lefroy

Mr. Angwin
Slr. Carpenter
Mr. chesson
Mr. Heitmenn

Mr. tamobert
Mr. Mfuilany
Mr. Munsie
Sir. O'Loghlen

Nefl-

I -

Sir. Nairni
Mr. Plesso
IMr. Robinson
Sir. Smilth
Mr. S. Stubbi
M1r. Thomson
M r. Veryard
Mr. Wanebrough
Mr. Wiltmott
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwckc

(Teliot)

Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Taylor
Air. Thomas
'Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mr. A. A. Wilson
Alf. Dolton

(Teller.)

Question thus passed ; the Council's
amendment made.

'Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a Message accordingly returned to
the Council.

BILL-SPECIAL LEASE (STIRL~iG
ESTATE)-

Council's Amendincns.
Bill returned from the Council with a,

schedule of six amendments, whic h were
now considered.

In Committee.
M1r. Carpenter in the Chair ; the M1fin-

ister for Lands in charge of the Biln.
No. 1-Clause 5, line 3. after the word

"fuel" insert, "subject to the approval
of the M1inister for Lands":

The MIN12ISTER FOR LANDS: The
object of the Council's amendment is to
ensure that fuel used on the concessionaire's
locomotives shall be subject to the approval
of the 'Minister. The provision is a wise
one in the interests of land owners. I
move-

Thai the amendment be agreed to.
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Mr. Angwin: Who would be responsible
for damages if a fire did occur ?

Question passed ; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 2--Clause 7, line 3, after the figures
"1898 " insert " conferring the sole right

and license'':
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

object of the Council's second amendment
is to give the concessionaire the sole right
to dredge and remove shell in a certain
area. I do not think that is unreasonable.
The original lease provided that the con-
cessionaire might dredge anywhere on
the Swan River, whereas under the Bill
he is restricted to a certain area.. A dual
title is bad at all times. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

1r. ANLGWIN: There is some danger
in the Council's amendment. A large
quantity of shell is used by the various
local authorities in my electorate for the
construction of roads and footpaths. At
present the authorities obtain the shell
without having to pay a profit, as they
might have to do if the concessionaire is
given the sole right;, or this might mean
that the local authorities would have to
go further for the shell they require. Any
sole right granted to the concessionaire,
even in respect of a restricted area, should
be limited to shell to be used for the pur-
pose for which the lease is to be granted,
naimely the manufacture of cement.

The Minister for Works: It would not
pay the concessionaire to dredge for shell
simply to be used for footpaths and roads.

Mr. * AKOWIN:; The local authorities
buy shell at the present time. I contend
that the concessionaire should not have an
exclusive right exeeptior the purposes stated
in the Bill,the manufacture of cement. He
asked for and obtained a portion of a.
reserve at Capel on the ground that the
lime contained in the land was valuable
in the manufacture of cement, and now hie
asks for an area oni the Swan river to
obtain shell for the purposes of cement
making. I suggest that the Council's
amendment b6 amended by adding the
words " for the manufacture of cement."

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do
not think there will be any danger if the
Committee adopt the amendment received
from another place. I do not see that there

can be any objection to the granting of an
exclusive right over this limited area.

Mr. COLLIER: The purpose for which
this exclusive right is acquired is for the
removal of shell intended for the manu-
facture of cement. We should claim the
right of entry for local bodies who may
have use for the shell.

The CHAIRMAN : That is not the
subject of the amendment.

Mr. COLLIER: Then I do not know
where we are.

The CHAIRM1AN: We are discussing
Clause 7 and an amendment hies been moved
to add after the words, " or shell " in line
19 the wiords, " conferring the sole right
and title."

Mir, COLLIER: We should not give a
monopoly of this character. The lease
is for a definite period of 21 years, and we
do not know what industry may spripg up
in that time which may call for the use
of shell. Further than that, any rights
on the river for the removal of shell should
be subject to the right of local bodies to
enter and remove the shell for the pur-
poses of road making or for footpaths ;
and especially should -we preserve the right
of the Crown to enter upon the area. The
Crown may undertake reclamation works
along the river at any time during the
next 21 years.

Mr. Thomas: Would this agreement
prevent them ?

Mr. COLLIER: It would prevent the
Government or anybody else entering within
this area of 226 acres defined in the schedule ;
and rmy point is that if this lease be granted
with a solo right clause, it will prevent
the Government from entering that arcs,
at any time within the next 21 years, no
matter what circumstances arise which may-
make it essential for the Government to do
ao. it is reasonable we should prevent any
private person, but the Committee would
be making a great mistake if it were to
tie the hands of the Government or the
hands of the local bodies. W~hy should the
Government be compelled to go further
afield to get shell it may require at extra
cost for any intended reclamation works ?
I am -prepared to give the concessionaire
exclusive rights as against any private
person. One cannot say what improve.
mnents may be undertaken in the course of
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20 years, say, on the South Perth foreshore.
The Committee will be doing wrong if it
does not make provision whereby the
Government and the local governing bodies
also shall have the right to enter on this
ae when necessary.

Air. WILLMOTT: Whlat would be the
position of the Government under this
agreement if it were considered advisable
to dredge a channel through this area for
the purposes of shipping ?

Mr. Collier: They wvill have to get the
permission of the concessionaire.

Mr. WILI2MOTT: It may be necessary
within the next 20 years to dredge a channel
there, and I take it it will not be possible
to dredge without removing the shell and
it seemts to me that the Goveirnment being
prohibited from removing shell would
thereby be prohibited from dredging the
channel. The objection would be removed
if the word "sole" were deleted.

Mr. ANOWIN: We have been told tha
(lie concessionaire required] only the righlt of
removing thie shell from the river under the
supervision of thne Engineer in Chic!; no
question of exclusive right was previously
introduced.

Tire MINISTER1 FORl LANDS: For
years past the Government have granted
leases conferring exclusive rights on indi-
viduals as against the Crown,

Mir. Scaddan: Where?
Thre 'MI[NISTER? FOR LANDS: Mining-

leases. Surely the lion. member does not
contend that the Crown has never graritedl
exclusive rights. The concessionaire is jiot
likely to avail himself of the exclusive
righlts unless there is a possibility of his
wr~rks Ibcintr interfered withI. It has been
said t hat tire shell inayv be wanted for re-
clamation work. There are many deposits
of shell in the river. In the old days there
was one between Government House aunl
SonithI Perth and doubtless thre deposits are
there still. Shell deposits extend right
down ho Fremantle and across to Apple-
cross. ]In ray opinion wye should not put ob-
starcles in the wayi of newv industries such
as this lpromlises to be.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The original Bill (lid
not include a provision for exclusive rights.

Tire 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. The
original Bill proposed that we should give

permission to gather shell in many places
on the Swan River, hut it is now proposed
that this permission shall be ranted iu a
specified area, and as the coneessionaire is
to be confined to this one area it is only rea-
sonable that lie should be given the sole
rights over it so that his operations may
not be interfered with.

tKittill su~spendedi front 6.15 to 7.30 p).mi.

Question put and negatived; tie Couni-
cil's amendment not agreed to.

No. 3; Clause 7: Add a new subelause, to
stand as sub-clause 4, as follows :-'Te
license shall be granted subject to the cou-
ditions that the dredging operations shall be
carried out under the supervision and to the
satisfaction of the Minister for Lands or
such other responsible 'Minister of the
Crown as the Governor may appoint and
thiat navigation shall not be interfered with:
anti for the prevention of the pollution of
the river- mid the accumulation of silt u pon,
or- damage to, or disfigurement of, the fore-
shore: and the Governor may make such re-
gulalions binding on tire licensee for the due
observance of such conditions."

Tire 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
tire House will agree to this amendment. I
move-

That the ,nneendment be agreed to.
Question passed; the Council's amend-

merit agreed to.
No. 4: First schedule; in lines 19 and 20,

untit the words "and cement":

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: it is
proposed by another place to leave out the
wvords "and cement" because it is not in-
tended to use this lime at all for cement.
Tire cement is to be made entirely out of
the shell , arid there is sufficient lime in the
shell for that purpose. I understand it has
been found by experimient that no lime is
required for iuse with the shell.

Mr. Collier: Winy not have the cemeni
works at some more convenient place?

Tile MINISTER FOR LANDS: They do
not intend to have their cement works down
there.

Mr. Angwin: They cannot go on the fore-
shote.



[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER. FOR LANDS: 1
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
31r. ANGWlN: I think the Minister

would be wise to drop the Bill altogether.
If the lease is to be granted to these peo-
ple under these conditions then they have
applied for (lhe concession under false pro-
tenes. Last year I introduced a Bill to
open a class A reserve in connection with
this lime deposit at Capel and I was assured
by -Mr. Scott at the time that the lime depo-
sits were required for the manufacture of
Cement, and also for the use of agricultur-
ists, and that if the lime deposits were run
in conjunction with cement works, the pro-
position would prove a financial one. Hle
assured me that the shell had to go with the
lime in order to make cement. Now we are
told that the limne is not required. The idea
was to get the sole righlt over the river in
order to take up shell hecause they wanted
it for cenicint. I (10 not know what they do
want. They are now to have the right to the
shell but do not wannt to manufacture cement.
I am convinced that all that I was told by
Mr. Scott was rot and rubbish. I hope the
M1inister wvill reconsider the position in re-
gard to thle Hill for, in my opinion, it would
be better to drop the Bill altogether.

Mr. COLLATER- T endorse the views of
ihe lion, member. I am always sceptical in

r-espect to concession hunters, and when I1
find that MAr. Scott has induced the House
to l)ass the Bill under a nmisap~prehension, 1
become doubly scep~tical. The Hill looks
harmless enough in itself but, taken in con-
junction with the amendment inserted in
another place, it invites suspicion. It is ab-
surd for M.Nr. Scott to say that lbe does not
require lime for the manufacture of cement.

The ilinister for Lands: There is suff-
cient lime in the shell.

Mr. COLLIER: If that be so, M1r. S Cott
would have been in a, position to establish
his industry here without the concession at
all. Why, then, does he want the lime de-
posit at Gapel'?

The Minister for Works: Because lie
wranis that lime for the farmers.

Mr. COLLIER: Well, if that it so, Mr.
Scott misled those to whom hie originall.y
made representation, because he told lsie ie
desired that area for the purpose of estith-

lishiug cement works. It is all so contradic-
tory that I think the Committee would be
wise in rejecting the Bill altogether.

N'r. LAM IBERT: I have no wish to block
any an who is trying to build up an indus-
try, but it appears to me that in seeking this
concession Mkr. Scott requires it for the lime
deposits alone. Of course it is possible that
the shell contains all the constituents he re-
quires for the manufacture of cement, but
I would seriously suggest that further consi-
deration of the question be adjourned. I
warn the Alinister that for lime deposits to
be p~rofitably worked they must be in certain
localities favourable, not only for burning,
but for operating.

M).r. SMtITH: Will the Minister tell us
when it is proposed to start these lime
works,' and whether anything definite is laid
down regarding them?

The MNinister for Lands: It is all pro-
vided in thie Bill.

11r. SMUITH: If the works are not to lie
started until, say, after the war, there is no
reason why the Bill shouild not wait a while.

_Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON": I suggest to the
Minister that hie report progress, -with a
view of getting the amendments on the
Notice Paper, and to giving members oppor-
tunity for further considering the matter.
A decided Changre in feeling has been
broughit about by the introduction of this
ameucinent. WeT wvent to the trouble and
expense of deleting part of a Class '-A*'
reserve in order to make the lime deposits
available to the concessionaires, and now
they have discovered that they do not want
that lime for the manufacture of cement.
We should have an opportunity of further
ebasidering the whole question.

The MNISTER FOR LANDS: The Bill
has been before the House for a month or
Iwo, has been sent to the Council, considered
by them and returned to us, yet hion. mem-
bers now ask for some particulars as to the
conditions under which the concession is to
be given. On reference to the schedule it
will he found that the lessee is required to
expend in buildings aind machinery, within
one Year from the commencement of the
lease. £10,000, and within the nest succeed-
ing two years another £10,000. These are
among the maini conditions. The lease is
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op~eration.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Progress reported.

BILL-SPECIAL LEASE
CLIFTON).

(LAKE

Council's AImendmnents.

Bill returned froni the Council with a
schedule of two amendnients.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. H1.
B. Lefroy-Moore) [7.591: 1 move-

That the Speaker do leave the Ch air
for the pur pose of considering the Goun,-
cil's amendments in Committee.
Mr. ANC4WIN (North-East Fremuantle)

[8.0]: I again wish to raise a protest
against these concession Bills being rushcd
through. It is not as if Parliament were
going to prorogue to-morrow. I protest
against this concession going through in-
mediately. There will bea plenty of time
inter on and as there is no immediate ur*-
gency for the Bill we can let it stand. The
alterations made by the Legislative Coun-
cil will need some consideration. This
matter lase been hanging Aire for two years
and as there is no possibility of getting
rails in the immediate future nothinr will
lie gained by' putting it through no".

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS (lion. H.
B. Lefroy-in reply) (8.2]: The object of
the amendment made by' the Legislative
Council is to protect the interests of the
State and not the individual. The House
has already dealt with the measure and I
gather from that it is favourably disposed
towards it. I trust the House will go into
Committee to consider the amendments.

Question put and passed.

7n Committee.
Mfr. Holmnan in the Chair, the Minister

for Lands in charge of the Bill.
Clause 2, add the following words:-

''Notwithstanding anything contained in
the First Schedule and the special lease,
tho intended lessee shall, provided rails can
he secured, start the construction of the

railway line within 12 calendar months from
Mfarch, 1917, and complete samre within
two years of the same, date, and shall then
proceed to supply lime, as provided in
Clause M3 of the conditions of the special
lease, always provided that the screened
lime shall be pulverised finely enough to
pass through a 20-inch mesh, or such mesh
as the expert of the. Department of Agri-
culture may determine after tests, and also
provided that the lime produced and sold,
both screened and unscreened, shall not
contain less than 80 per cent. carbonate:

The MIfNISTER FOR LANDS: This is
a w'ise alteration, the effect of wvhich will
he to protect the interests of the State.
Provided the concessionaire can secure
rails lie is hound to start the work within
12 months from March, 1917. 1 do tiot
think the House can ohject to the amend-
nient. I would also point on t that there
was a mislprint in the Bill when it was
before this Chamber. In the schedule it
was provided that tie lime to he supplied
to the public shiould] contain on analysis
not less than 60 per cent. carbonate. That
should have been 80 per cent. That error
has been rectified.

Mr. Lambert: Does the Minister know the
analysis of the lime here?

The MNINISTER FOR LANDS: The
analysis of the experts of the department
show it to contain from SO to 90 per cent.
carlbonate. I do not remember the exact
figures. 1 move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Arr. ANCIWIN: I notice that the sche-
dule provided that the lease shall commence
I') calendar months from the declaration of
peace. WVilI the concessionaire begin the
construction of his railway before he gets
his lease? It is impossible to get rails to-
day within a. certain time.

The 21IISTERi FOR WORKS: There
are 60 miles of rails on order, hut there is
no guarantee when they will be supplied.
There is a iroviso in the agreement that
there shall be no penalty if they are not
delivered.

M)r. Smith: What sort of rails is thelon-
cesslonaire g-oing to use; will they be second
hand ?
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Mr. ANO WIN: It is not possible to get
second-band rails in any part of Australia.
Perhaps this gentleman is so anxious to get
the tease that lie willt agree to anything. I
am sure tlist the rails cannot be secured un-
less £15 or £16 a ton is paid for them.

Mr, WILLM OTT: Having had a conver-
sat ion with the gentleman interested, I have
learned that lie is perfectly willing to go on
if the rails are available, and that is all the
amnitdment. provides. Personally I do not
tlhink{ it is an entirely necessary amendment,
hut rather than see the Bill jeopardised I
will vote for it. L'et us, if possible, secure
tilis line for tile farmers at the earliest pos-
sible dlate. Some remarks were passed as to
the percentage of lime in the deposits at
Lake Clifton. The government analysis
prov~es that tllis lime will vield 9S per cent.
lime This is tie analysis-

Lime CaR ' 48.38 per cent;, carbon di-
oxide C0, 37.07 per cent.; organic matter
(including- nitrogen 0.32 per cent.), 8.93
per cent.;- silica S102, 1.61 per cent.; mag-
nesia, 1.01 per cent. (85.95 per cent.)
iron oxide and alumina. .24 per cent.; sul-
pllir trioxide. .39 per cent.; Jphosphoric
oxide P202, .09 per cent.;- salt, NaCI, 2.02
lie!, cent. This lime when burnt Would
yield about 98 per cent. lime.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amiendment agreed to.
No. 2-Clause 5, line 3, after the word

"fuel" insert "subject to the approval of the
Minuister for Lands":

Thme MI1NISTER FOR LANDS: This
amendmnent is time same as that made in the
previous Bill, and refers to the fuel to be
uised on the locomotives on the concession-
aires railway 1. move-

That the amendmnent be agreed to.
Question passed; the Council's amend.

alent agreed to.
No. 3-First scheduale, paragraph 13, line

7, after "special lease" strike out "60" and
in~sert "180"1 in lieu:

Tile MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
amendment is really the correction of an
error. I mnove-

That the aamendment be agreed to.
Question lpassed; tile Council's amend-

menit agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a Message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILLS (3)-RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1, Flinders Bay-Margaret River Railway.
2, ILicen sing Act Amendment
3, State Salaries (Commonwealth Taxa-

tion).
Withbout amendment.

BILL-WHEAT MARKETING.
Message received from the Council noti-

fying thlat it did not press its amendment
'No 2.

ANNI:AI. ESTIMATES, 1916-17.

in Coiainet tee of Supply.
Itesuilled from the previous day; Mr Hol-

mn.n in ( lie Chair.
Colonial Secretary's Department (Hon.

i{. 1'. Colehatcm, M1inister-Hon. J. D. Con-
nlolly, Honorary Minister, in charge of the
votes).

Vote - Office of Colonial Secretory,

lHon. .1. 1). CONNOLLY [8.27]: 1 am
aware that it is not usual to make any state-
muent rega[rding thme Colonial Secretary's Es-
timates, thougll I am also aware that the
ineillber for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood),
when administering the Colonial Secretary's
Department, dlid make statements in this
Chamlber regarding the operations of the
department. It is almost entirely an ad-
mlinistrative department, though a vast
spending, department. One cannot grow en-
thiatictj 0o thme subject of the Colonial
Secretary's Estimates,. which are almost en-
tirely ncile tip b'W tile Police D~epartnment,
tile (Gaols iDepartnment, the Charities Depart-
meat, and so forth. Thus, the expenditure
is largely out of the Minister's control, and,
indeed, largely oit of Parliamentary con-
trol. If hon. nmembhers desire it, I will give
a9 few particulars, since I possess a general
knowledge of tile department, though that
knowledge is some years old. I recognise
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that hon. members are entitled to full in-
formation on every item, irrespective of
whether the Colonial Secretary is, or is not,
a member of the Assembly. The estimated
exjpenditure is £C25,000 greater than that of
last year, while the revenue is expected to
show a decrease of £2,116. The revenue, of
course. is comparatively infinitesimal The
causes of the increased expenditure arc
shown on page 53 of the Estimates. The
increase is attachiable to the Medical, Health.
1Lunacy, and Polic Departmnenis-depart-
inent which, as the member for Pilbara
knows, no Minister can control as regards
their expenditure. The increase of
£2,675 in the Lunac -y vote is due to
die item "Provisions " and to tie in-
creasing number of inmates in that institu-
tionl. that is, the increase in the number of
lpatients5 as eaompared with previous years.
In the Medical and Health D)epartmien t the
increase of £15,537 is mainly due to the ex-
tension of the department's operations- it
Wouroloo Sanatorium, aind also the new
women's hospital, known as the King Ed-
ward MNaternity Hospital. The expenditure
is also explained in a measure by the dearth
or mnedical men. This has reacted on the de-
partment in this direction, that people who
ordinarily were treated by medical men are
now treated in our hospitals. The Police
Department shows an increase of £3,923 as
compared with the expenditure for last year.
Included in this increase is an item of £2,00
which has been provided for new standards-
in connection with the Weights and Mleasures
Act, which members will remember was
passed last year. H-itterto the adtninistra-
tion of the Weighlts and Measures legislation
has been in the hands of the municipal auth-
orities, but last year's Act provides that
when the new standards comje to hand the
Act will be administered b v thie Police De-
partment, and this £2.000 has been iprovided
for that purlpose.

Mir. Angwin: Are new standards being oh-
lained, or is the Government buying the old
ones?9

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLsY: I understand
that new standards are being bought. A fur-
ther proportion of the increase is due to
the fact that provision is made for full
salary and allowances, whereas in the actual
expenditure of last year there were certain

broken periods. The annual value of the
salary increases is £200, which has been pro-
vided to meet the recent promotion of some
of the inspectors from the rank of sub-
inspector, and the promotion of a num-
ber of corporals to the rank of sergeant.
There is an estimated decrease in the revenue
of the Fisheries Department and the Gaols
Department. Last year the department re-
ceived a sum of £500 in connection with old
age pensions, which will not be obtained this
year. I do not think it is necessary for me
to explain this item, as it was explained in
detail by the member for Pilbara oa last
year's Estimates. There are a number of
small trading concerns connected with this
department.' such ats the fish and the dairy.
I think they will hbe muore properly dealt with
when we comte to the tradinc, concerns. The
,auls revenue has; declined. It seems curious
to speak of g-aols revenue. This decline is
due to the discontinuance of the services
rendered. to [lhe Mtilitary Department at
Bottnest, which wvere paid for by the Corn-
nionweathli Government. During the time the
prisonlers were ait Rottnest a considerable
amount or revenue was obtained by the
Prisons Department for the renting of
houses and suip])lying fuel and other require-
mnents. In the Aborigines Department a
numbller of fresh settlements have been es-
tablished, two in thle South-West and one
near Moora. Last year arrangements were
mnade for an expedition to be sent out for
diseased natives from Ma\frble Bar and Pil-
barn, and this year an expedition was sent
out in the Kimiberley district for a similar
purpose. In regard to the Fisheries, this
department continues to be self-supporting
Last year the sum of £1,100 was -received
from whaling licenses alone, but the Fre-
mantle Whaling Company ceased operations
during 1015, During the year no less than
317,000 caskis of oil,' equal to 6,150 tons, were
exported, and the export value of these was
£1S r-e' ton. There are two steam whalers
and two factory shins engaged in this indus-
try' , employing altogether 350 men. Refer-
ring- to the Harbour and Light Department,
diiring the year 19 coastal lights were trans-
ferred to the Federal Government, but 40
port lighits still remnaia With the Harbour
and Light Department, and these have to
be maintained by the State. Under the
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Federal Constitution the Commonwealth had
power to take over leading lights, that is,
light-houtses, but not the port lights, which
still remain to be administered by the State.
In the same department those jetties. which
are worked departmentally have not been
too satisfactory from a revenue point of
view. This is accounted for by the decrease
in shipping. I do not know that there is very
Much More that I can say at this stage, ex-
cept that the additional duties required of
the police at the commencement of hostili-
ties continue to occupy a large portion of the
lime of police officers, entailing a consider-
able ixponditure, which, tinder normal1 condi-
tions, would not arise. 'he cost of police
protection is SS. per head of the white.
p)opulation, just the same as in the
Previous y'ear. It is pleasing to know
that 110 fewer than 26 memb'ers of the
force resigned for the p~urpose of
joining the expeditionary forces. The
police statistics show a gratifying de-
crease in the number of offences brought to
trial : 4.6 as against 5.4 in the previoiis
year. In regard to enlistments from the
police force, I may say that thie whole de-
partment shows a gratifying result in that
connection. 1 have here a return which
shows that the number of oflicers uinder the
Public Service Act who have enlisted from
departments controlled by the Colonial Sec-
retary is 46, andi of the otficers who were not
uinder the Public Service Act-and there are
several controlled by the Colonial Secretary
which are not uinder the Public Service Act
-is 225, making a total of 271 who have
enlisted for active service.

11-r. Collier: Tell us something about the
lordly gentleman who gets to his office about
half past ten ia the morning?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I do not know
whether the Ministerial head of the depart-
ment gets to his office at hialf-past; ten or
half-past one.

Mr. Collier: I am not referring to the
Ministerial head, but to the lordly gentle-
man who occupies the position of permanent
head. He must have a lot of slack time on
his hands when hie can devote so much to
reading "Dorothea."

Hon. J, D. CONNOLLY: I do not know
about that; but it must he remembered that
this officer occupies another position be-

sides that of Under Secretary. He is Coni-
troller General of Prisons and that position
probably takes him away from his office. 1
do not know if thiere is anything further I
need say on the general discussion, but I
shall he pleased to give members any in-
formation desired on the items.

Item, Under Secretary, £600.

Mr. COLLIER: I think wve may as well
start. with number 1, the Under Secretary.
We havc heard so much about economy dur-
ing the past week that I think wc might
w ell start here. If we cannot make a change
then we should make a reduction in the
salIary.

Mr. Nairn: Why did you not do it last
year V7

Mr. COLLIER: I propose to justify why
it was. not done last year. Events have
transpired since last year which justify
lie action I propose to take to-night. 1

think it is about time that Par-liament should
define [lhe scope, the activities and the
powers of this gentlemuan, M1r. F. D. North,
the lordly aristocratic gentleman who swings
along Barrack-street to his office at half-
past ten every morning. With aristocratic
stride lie saunters up Barrack-street about
half-past ten. This seems to have been the
piractice for a number of years, he seems to
have some pre-emptive right. I do not know

INVor where lie obtained it, but every Alin-
isler who has presided over that department
appecars to have regarded it as the right
tiling and as quite sufficient that Mr. North
should reach his office at ten-thirty in thle
morning, no matter what time the rank and
file and the rest of the public officers were
expected to be in the office.

Mr. Taytor: He often remains in his
office until 6 or 7 in the evening.

)lr. COLLIER: I have heard a good
deal before about this half-past seven in the
evening, and even though that be correct it
is not right for a public officer to be able
to escape his responsibilities regarding the
lime hie is supp)osed to be in office in the
morning. It is not sufficient reply to say
that he remains till 6, 7 or 8 o'clock in the
evening.

'Mr. Naira: Why did you not do some-
thing about it during the past five years?
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Mr. COLLIER: I am showing that it
has come to be accepted that be is really
entitled to this privilege by long established
practice. I intend to refer to the permanent
bead of this department in connection with
the inquiry which was conducted into the
management of the Old Men's Home. The
country was put to the expense of a Royal
Commission, the sittings of which extended
over several weeks. The outcome was a
rej-ort froin the Puiblic Service Conuq
missioner which I veniture to say was the
most condemnatory of its kind ever presented
in this State. Notwithstanding that fact,
the permanent head of the (lepartment who
over-rules everyone who comes into contact
with him, took it upon himself to-reinstate
the 'Master of the Home who was found
incapable and unfit to occupy the position.
The Under-Secretary considered that the
Master would he sufficiently punished by
a reprimand. It is 61' sufficient importance
to deal exhaustively with the report of the
Commissioner. The IWea Australian in
August, in announcing the reinstatement of
Mr. Rust, said that the matter had been
decided apparently by the Under Secretary,
in the exercise of his functions as permanent
head of his department. INr. North de-
c'lined to discuss the matter with the news-.
paper reporter beyond stating that A~r.
Rust had been reinstated. The Colonial
Secretary (Mr. Colebatch) was also inter-
viewed by thle TWest elustralian anti lie said
that he knew nothing about the reinstate-
ment of Mr. Rust as the matter had not
come 'before him for confirmation. The
newspaper goes on to say-

The respective statements of the -Minis-
ter and the Under-Secretary are interest-
ing in view. of the fact that one of the
ninal acts of Mr. Underwood as Honorary
Mlinister in the Scaddan Government dis-
closed a disagreement with 11r. North,
U-nder-Secretary in the Colonial See-
retary's Department, in regard to the
position of 'Mr. Rust. Tn giving his
personal opinion of the matter M.%r.
Underwood stated that hie thought Mr.
Rust had a good reply, but that reply
should be made to th~e Public Service
Commissioner. 'Mr. Underwood added, "I
do not think it is a ease that

should be dealt with by the per-
manent head." The matter was placed
before the Public Service Commssioner
who appeared to think that the views as
credited to the Minister (Mr. Underwood)
and the permnent head (1Mr. North)

were in the nature of a pre-judgment and
they were liable to mislead the public and
weaken his decision in the eyes of the
public should he, after inquiry and in-
vestigation, come to a contrary conclu-
aion. He further remarked that when
a permanent bead was of opinion that
an officer chnrged with an offence should
he merely reprimanded and cautioned and
his suspension removed, the permanent
head, being empowered to do Luch, things,
was itot at liberty to refer the case to
the Public Service Commissioner. Mr.
Jail added, "The matter has been re-
ferred hack to the Under Secretary by
mne in order that hie may properly exer-
cise the powvers conferred on hima and
carry the responsibility reposed in him
by virtue of his position uinder the Public
Service Act. If the Under Secretary is
really of opinion that Mr. Rust should he
mnerely reprimanded and reinstated, it is
improper of him to express the opinion
and refrain from exercising- it, as by so
doing lie throws the responsibility which
reposes in himself on to the shoulders
of another authority."

1 propose to recall to the winds of the Com-
mnittee the rep~ort of lli. 3 all on that inquiry,
and lion. mnemhers wilt have an opportunity
of juidging as to whether Mr. North exer-
cised this power with due regard to 11lit pub-
lie interests when lie reinstated 2]r. Rusnt to
the position of Maisler of the Old 1ens
Home. rhe report b),y Mr. Jull was sub-
mitted on the 5th July. That gentleman
takes' the charges categorically. The first
allegation was, ."That the inmuates suffer
from the existence (If vermin in the wards."
The Public Service Commissionei' wvrites
about this-

The extent to which the. vermin, viz.,
lice on the person, existed in the wvards
ait and prior to the date, March 27, 1.916,
wxhea the orderlies address their letter of
complaint to the Press was very consider-
able and very loathsome. No complaint
has,. however, been made rggarding what

M1
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are termed the "strong wards" which at
that date accommodated some 435 inmates.

Allegation 2 was "that the mantagement has
failed to take proper steps to keep the ver-
wmin under." The Commissioner wrote-

This also is proved. Thre reasons for
the authorities having failed to keep) the
vermin under are attributable to (a) an
insufficient number of orderlies, (b) Thle
Jack of even rudinttary knowledge and
training of the orderlies, (e) I n some
cases their personal unsuitability for the
work they are required to perform, (d)
The a rrangemuents of the laundry, where-
by lice-infected clothing, bedding, swag-s,
etc. are handled in dangerous proximity
to clothilig an d bed linen which have been
washed, and during the time the latter
are being dfried anti folded, (e) Thle absence
of special wards (one for tine sick men
and one for thie "strong" mecn) wherein
newcomers who are infested wvith lice can
be segregated ct ii clean and fit to mi~x
with tile other inmates ill either the sick
wards or "strong" wards, (f) The over-
crowding- of tile wards. (a) Disregard
of regulation 67, which reeds as follows:
"They (the sick ward orderlies) shall see
that all inmiates unless otherwise ordered,
are bathed at least once a week," (h)
Probably insufficient, treatment of tine
body with ointment, etc., after bathing,
to kill the eggs of the Pediculas vestinieiii
attached to it, (i) Probably the want of
methods of disinfeeting generally. The
Superintendent of Charities and thle
Master of the Home expressed ignorance
of the quantity of sulphur actually used
or necessary to be used in fumigating
clothing and bedding.

Here we have the strongest condemnation of
the management and control of the Old
Men's Home by the present Master. Then
the Commnissioner goes on to enumerate
the reasons wily that condition of things
existed. In regard to allegation 3 which set
out "that the staff under the Master's con-
trol are inclined to insubordination," hie re-
ported-

This is proved. Many things observa-
able during the course of the inquiry,
although insignificant in themselves were
eloquent in their import to any one ex-
p~erienced in such matters. Although the

act ion of the orderlies in addressing their
joint letter to the Press, was subversive of
discipline and altogether irregular, it is
diffhcult to condemn them for the course
they adopted. Firstly because they were:
new men, ignorant of departmental jpro-
ceduire, and the existence of avenues
for ventilating grievances. Secondly,
because they are not to blame for
the stalte of igno1rance they Were in, as
no regulations were communicated to
11WIcI, or istructions given as, to the course
they should adopt in the event of requir-
ing to lodge at complaint, and none of
them had been subject to discipline in a
large institution before working in the
Old Mlen's Home. To use a homely alleg-
or, I[ would point out that if a boiler is
mde without a safety valve, the maker
must not blame the boiler if it explodes.
A strange, perhaps I should say perverted,
judgment caused the master (to some ex-
tent this was tgreed to by the Superin-

tendeant of Charities) to banish all restric-
tive regulations from the sight of the in.
mates, and,' in so doing, they were likewise
banished from the sight of the orderlies.

.... Allegation 4' "That a member
of the staff has been vietimised."1 This
refers to Orderly Bailey.

Thle Commissioner finds that thisz charge is
not proved, though hie says there was a
lamentable lack of discipline in the institui-
tion. He refers to the fact that the orderlies
were permitted to run riot, and proceeds-

I am of opinion that Bailey made it a
practice to take for his own use custards
and beef tea specially prepared for the
sick, and other food issued for the con-
sumption of the inmates.

T come now to allegation 5-
That a large number of bedridden in-
mates were badly infested with body lice,
and were shamefully neglected, owing to
the institution beljig undermanned.

The Commissioner reports-
This, I have already said, is true.

There is a charge, found to be true, which,
standing by itself, is suifficient to condemn
thle manager of any institution. If that
charge stood alone, it would be a final con-
demnation of the waster, and sufficient to
ensure his instant dismissal. Notwithistand-
lag that charges of such a character were
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found to be proved, without any qualifi-
cation whatever, NJr. North coolly reinstates
the master in his position, with a mere
reprimand. Let mne take Allegation 6-

That one case of an inmate who had been
bedridden for many years was not only
affected by lice, but also by maggots.

It is rather nauseating to read these details,
but it is necessary, in order to show the
heinou0sness of the offence of the permanent
head. The Commissioner reports on this
Allegation-

No evidence was tendered showing that
this inmtate was affectid by lice.

Then the Commissioner piroceeds to partieu-
larise the condition in which the inmate was.
I will not read out the details. Allegation 7
was-

Thiat several inmnates complained bitterly
of having to associate with, and OCCUPY
beds alongside of. other inmates sufferingE
from cancer, consumption, syphilis, andj
oilier contagious diseases.

This is found not to be proved. Allegation
S was-

That there was no provision for the separ-
ale washing of the clothes worn by in-
mates suffering from loathsome And con-
tagious diseases.

The Commissioner's finding on this charge
is--

It is proved that "strong" inmates so
affected wash their own clothes and towels.
It is proved that the sheets and pillow
slips used by them arc mixed up with the
other bedclothes used in the ward when
they are sent to the laundry. They are
not washed separately. It is stated that
the process of washing by steam renders,
nedelothes innocuous when subsequently
reissued. There is no supervision of the
men whelin washing their own clothes. The
sheets and pillow slips should not be
mixed up wvith the other bedclothes taken
from the wards. Such linen should be
specially distinguishable, and set aside for
deliberate and careful treatment at the
laundry, and should not be reissued, ex-
cepting to the previous users of it. It
is an offence to good taste, and unneces-
sarily disturbing to the inmates, for such
things as pillow slips used by patients
with rodent ulcers on their faces, which

the inmates look upon as cancer, to be
mixed with the ordinary bedclothes of
the ward, and reissued to others, however
carefully they may be washed.

That is another pretty strong condemnation
of the management of Mr. R-ust. Allegations
9 andl 10 are found not to be proved. Alle-
gation 11 was--

That a good deal of unnecessary suffer-
ing- has been and is being caused to in-
mnates whose condition reqLuires constant
And regular' And careful nursing.

The Commissioner finds-
This is proved to lbe the case by rea-

son of' the insufficient number of orderlies
and the lack of knowledge and t-raining
of suich as are employed, which renders
it impossible to reguilarly and carefully
nurse, even when supplemented by' the
services of the mnatr-on and her two
trained female nurses.

Allegation 12 was-
One inmate,. viz., Wallace. who -has re-

cently died, suffered g-reatly in this re-
spect. I

The Commissioner finds, in the usual lan-
Ixngc, tlint that allegation is trite. Alle-
gation 13 is-

The institutioni is sadly undermanned,
uric orderly with very little help having
to look after 70 mien, many of wvhomn re-
quire frequent Attention to keep them
clean.

The Commissioner says-
'rhis is proved to he the case.

'Hon. J. D. Connolly The master would
not have control over that.

Mr. COLLIER: The nitster is respon-
sile for that. It is true that he had not
pow'er to engage orderlies.

Hon. I. D. Connolly: Did he not make
representations on the point, and fail to
obtain bhiem?

Mr. COLLIER: The master shares the
responsiblity for this condition of things
with the late Superintendent of Charities.
I am not dealing with the late soperinten-
dlent, because lie is out of the service.

Hon. J1. D. Coanolly:. You should not pile
it all on to the master.

Mr. COLLIER: I am not doing so. The
late superintendent, no doubt, was equally
blameable for the conditions of things.

1353



EASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. D). Connolly: If there was any-
one to blame for the shortage of orderlies,
it was the Superintendent of Charities.

Mr. COLLIER: That would be so, if the
master made representations to his superior
officer, and Was rrefused orderlies.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: That is admitted.
Mr. COLLIER: The superintendent, in

his turn, would pass the recommendation
on to the permanent head. I do not know
that the permanent head made any request
to the Minister for additional orderlies, and
that the Minister refused the request. I
do not believe thle requiest was made by the
permanent head. There are other allega-
tions by thie orderlies, which -were first
brought to public attention by a letter to
the Press, which is, of course, an improper
way of miaking charges; but the Commis-
sioner finds that, in the circumstances, the
orderlies were justified in the coarse they
took.

Mr. Smith: The letter was published in
the Sunday Times.

Mr. COLLIER: Yes; and every credit is
due to tile Sunday; Times for the good work
it (lid in this connection. On this subject
the Comiss&ioner report--

The letter written and signed by seven
orderlies, dated March 27th last, and
which alppeared in Truth on April
8th, and in the Sunday Times on
April ()lh, presents the foregoing mnatters
in exaggerated language. For instance,
it speaks in one paragraph of "lice and
maggots'' as though they both prevailed
generally. As a matter of fact, there is
only one case of maggots-the ease at-
ready% mentioned. It would not, however,
Lnin myv opinion. be right to blame the
orderlies for the course they adopted,
or the language they used, although suich
are not to be commended as a precedent.
Had. they been under the guidance of
proper regulations, they would have
known the proper course to pursue when
desirous of ventilating complaints. The
orderlies said in evidence that they
would not -have written to the Press had
it not been for a letter eulogising the
.master 'a management of the institution,
which appeared in thie Sunday Times on
Marci 24th last.

After dealing with the conditions of things
generally, and recommending that the in-
stitution should be placed in charge of a
medical officer, a physician, Mr. JulI, deals
with the matter specifically-

Mr. Rust has occupied the position for
six years. It is a pity the papers relat-
ing to the appointment have been lost.

I wonder why they have heen lost. If I
mistake not, this appointment was some-
thing in the nature of, not a political ap-
pointment, but a social appointment. Some
social pull or influence was responsible for
Mr. Rust's obtaining this position over the
heads of officers of the public service.

IIon. J, D. Con nolly: The appointment
"'as certainly not a political appointment,
because I was Colonial Secretary, and the
ap~pointment was made over my head.

Mr. COLLIER: It was a social appoint-
nient. Mfy experience as a Minister tells
me that social infilence is a far Worse thing
it) this country than political influence. If
a memiber of Parliament attempts to exer-
cise political influence, 'he is alwvays liable
to have to answer for it here publicly. But
social influence is for more insidious, in-
aiuch as it cannot be brought to hook
here. The Commissioner proceeds-

I may state that we had a choice
between a " humanitarian " and aL
"igaoler." After a great deal of con-
sideration, the humanitarian received pre-
ference and obtained the appointment.
The hanppy medium between unreason-
iug kindness and undue austerity has not
vet been attained. The local manage-
mient under Mr. Rust has not proved Suc-
cessf ul.

There is another definite statement regard-
ing Mr. Ruist's qualifications for the posi-
tion.

Conciliation and persuasion, unaccom-
panied by critical observation, suiper-
vision, and personal force of character
sufficient to obtain from subordinates a
ready compliance with reasonable in-
structions, are unable to achieve success
when success depends on the willing
co-operation of men and wvomen (the
human factor). Mr. Rust's methods have
achieved a result entirely opposed to that
which he intended when he undertook the
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work, and his experiences as the years
passed by do not appear to have caused
him to change themn. The withdrawal
from the view of the inmates of all re-
strictive and guiding notices, and per-
mitting (while retaining a semblance of
control at the entrance gates), unre-
strained ingress and egress, affords some
illustration of my meaning.

It was in July of this year after exhaustive
inquiry that all these condemnatory refer-
ences to Mr. Rust were made. The Com-
missioner says--

Mr. Rust's lack of wisdom and want of
good judgment in the management of the
mfany difficult situations which from time
to time faced him were very pronounced
Hnd he been endowed with wisdom and
good judgment he might have saved M1r.
Longmore from the errors he made. On
the other hand the tables may be turned
and the same remarks as to saving the
institution from many trouble;, applied
to Mr. Longmore, and as Mr. Longmore
is the head of the department and had
long years of experience at the time Mr.
Rust joined the service with no similar ex-
perience, it is reasonable to hold him more
culpable than Mr. Rust having regard to
the Under Secretary's remarks about his
attitude to M1r. Rust in his report made in
1911. As regards the local administration
it is right to bear in mind that during Mr.
Rust's administration the grounds at-
tached to the Home have been immensely
improved. An attempt was made to show
by inference that the trouble at the Home
had its origin in the rejection of the
Mfaster's recommendation for higher wages
and better conditions for the orderlies. I
do not however, agree with this idea. This
argument is one often used. I speak as
Public Service Commissioner with some
knowledge. It is a common thing for an
officer 'who fails to efficiently control his
staff to excuse his staff by saying that his
men are underpaid. Such a statement is
calculated to be acceptable to the staff
and at the same time to throw the respon-
sibilities for the defence of the adminis-
tration on the shoulders of those who re-
fuse the increase in wages or salary-a
double-barrelled manmeurre likely to con-
fuse the issues and obscure the responsi-

bility. In the case of the Old Men's
Home, however, it carries little weight, as
it is clear that most of the defects exist-
ing have not been realised by those in
charge until disclosed by the inquiry, such
for instance as the undue prevalence of
lice; the lack of precautions in dealing
with bedclothes used by infectious in-
mates; the danger of having the bathroom
used by infectious eases in direct connec-
tion with the laundry; the danger of hav-
ing the fumigating room in p~roximity to
the drying and folding room, and clean
clothes storeroom; the danger of allowing
swags to lie in thie drying and folding
rooms; the danger attached to infected
clothes and bedding lying in the passage
leading to the laundry and drying and
folding room; and the disregard of the
regulations relating to bathing, etc., etc.
It is right that I should say, however, that
most of these mat tens are or should be
within the knowledge of -Mr. Loagmore.

He says further-
It is evident that if regulations made by
the Governor-in-Council are treated as of
no account then the actual control of the
institution passes from the Government to
the official andl subordinate heads, who 'will
be at liberty to indulge their whimis and
caprices as th~eir fancy may dictate. No
recommendations were made by Mr. Rust
(as master in local charge of the institu1-
tion) to amend the regulations, but he
quietly ignored them. Had, for instance,
an attempt been made to amend the regu-
lations, seeing that it was impossible with
the staff provided to carry them out, un-
der which inmates of sick wards are re-
qunired to be bathed at least once a week,
it is likely that the whole question of the
prevalence of lice, and insufficient staff,
would have been ventilated and the pre-
sent state of things avoided, or being in
evidence, the responsibility would have
passedi from the master to the head of the
department, and if the bead of the de-
partmient made adequate representations
to the Minister and permanent head, the
responsibility would have rested on the
11inister or permanent head. The next
question to arise is to what extent has the
master, by his own acts and shortcomings
contributed to the non-success of the ad-
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ministration, and whether the difficulties
with which he has been faced by failings
at head-quarters are such as to relieve him
of responsibility, or afford reasonable
grounds for anticipating that wvith better
and more sympathetic administration at
head-quarters hie would succeed. Afy an-
swer is that, in my opinion, Mr. Rust,
though filled with good intentions of a
humanitarian tendency, has proved that
lie lacks other essentials which are neces-
sary if an institution such as the Old
Men's Home is to be successfully con-
t rolled.

T'here is no other more emphatic expression
of opinion regarding Mr. Rust's unfitness
for the position he now holds. The Commis-
sioner says-

lie has failed to acquire after six years
of experience the art of administration
and the faculty of controlling and getting
thle best out of a staff or securing their re-
sp)ect and allegiance.

Could anything be more comprehensive or
emjphatic in the way of a condemnation of
thle administration of any man than langu-
age suchi as that. employed by Mr. Jul19

Hion. J. D. Connolly: What happened
after that? Did not the Minister take any,
action?

Mr. COLLIER:. I explained all that. I
wvill do so again. The report says--

This report would not be complete or
satisfying nless I embodied in it my
opinion, after having spent so much time
in taking evidence and investigating mat-
ters as to who should be held responsible
for the present unsatisfactory state of
affairs. In my opinion the Superintend-
ent of Charities-

Trlis is where lie places the blame.
and the master are jointly to blame, the
former more than the latter, because with
his long experience, and having regard
to his position, lie should have exercised
more personal influence over the master,
and given him, on his appointment, and
since, more personal assistance, and a bet-
ter statf of orderlies. As regards this as-
pect of the case, it is clear from the Tinder
Secretary's inquiry and report, made in
1911, that he (the Under Secretary) 'was
then of opinion that the master was not
getting reasonable assistance from the

superintendent and other members of tie-
staff. and a critical perusal of the corre-
spondence (apart from tbe merits of tine
decision). tinder the heading of "Matron,".
shows that hie still pays but little heed to
the master.

I want to come to another aspect of the
position where M~r. Jull says that Mr. -North
himself, as permianent head of the depart-
ment, held an inquiry into the conduct of
this instituition in 1911. Under the heading
of "Past inquiries," Mr. lull says-

'The management of tile Old Mlen's Hiome
tinder the jurisdiction of the Superinten-
dent of Charities has during the past six
and a, half years been punctuated by three
important inquiries relating to its admin-
istration. The first one in February, 1910,
conducted by the Public Service Commis-
sionter, as a result of which the then nias-
ter (M1r. Wade) was retired and the then
storekeeper called upon to resign.

Evidenty the proper course was taken then.
As a result of the inquiry in 1010, the maister-
was retired. The rep~ort continues-

The institution, although at that lime
recently constructed, was ill-kept, and
allowed to get into a dirty condition. The
inquiry did not reflect credit on the man-
agement from the head office. The second
one in Mlay, l911, a departmental inquiry,
conducted by the Under Secretary.

This is an extract from 'Mr. North's own.
report of the inquiry he held in 1911. He-

1. It is imperative that the laundry be
put upon a different footing at once. It
is the crux of the present situation (pre-
valence of vermin). The matron should
be installed as supervisor and hield respon-
sible for the clean washing and cleansing
of the clothes. 2, It is patent that regular
bathing is an important factor in the pre--
vention of the spread of lice. 3, The
matron, the workmaster, and Orderly Lake
deposed that there was a lack of disci-
pline throughout the institution. 4, As
regards the presence of vermin, I consider
the master is to blame. The seat of the
trouble is the laundry, for the manage-
ment of which lie is entirely responsible.

There is the finding of Mr. North himself in
1011. The charge then was that Mr. Rust
was entirely to blamre: for the prevalence of
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vermin, In 1911 the Under Secretary him-
self placed the blame on the shoulders of
MNr. Busat. lie says further-

5, In the mistakes which he (Mr. Rust)
has undoubtedly made hie has been in no
Way helped either from above or below,'
that is to say, the Superintendent of
Charities himself studiously abstained
from directing the master in order that
hie might have a perfectly free hand to
effect the reforms of which lie was capl-
able.

He says that in all mistakes which were made
hr : 1r. Rust he has been ini no way helped
either from above or below. lie goes on to
make a recommendation for the future ad-
ministrntion of the institution, to the effect
that it shall be placed under the charge of
'L doctor, He gives his reasons for that re-
commendation, showing that a large number
of thle patients were in poor health, and
really required mnedical attention, and that
in order to secure a proper and effective
control of the institution it -would be wise to
p~lace it under the charge of the medical offi-
cer. Mr. Jull then sumimarises his conclu-
sion as follows-

t . That the allegations have been proved
to he true with the exception of allegation
No. 1O-"that owring to the lack of pro-
per medical attention and proper dieting
a good deal of unnecessary suffering has
been and is being caused to inmates whose
condition requires constant medical atten-
tion," -9, That the blame for the present
unsatisfactory condition of affairs rests
with the Superintendent of Charities and
the Master of the Old MVen's Home. (See
remarks nder headings "Superintendent
of Charities" and "The Master.") 3, That
the future successful administration of
the home necessitates the appointment of
a medical man as its superintendent. (See
remarks under "Future Administration.")
4, That pending- such an appointment it
is necessary to give early attention to the
matters set out under the heading "Ad-
ministration pro tem."

These are the findings of the Royal Commis-
sion. and I ask members to say whethier
the 'y have ever, in all their experience, heard
of a ease more scathingly cond~nmned than
that which I bare just quoted. It has been

p~roved beyond a shadow of doubt that the
old people who Fire condemed to fspend the
remainder of their lives in that institution
are called upon to exist under a condition
of things which has proved to be a disgrace
and a scandal to any civilised community.
This has been going on under the very eyes
and the supervision of the master for years
past, so long as it has been in existence.
What has been done to remedy it? Could
anyone say that tlhe man who was in charge
of that institution is not responsible for the
condition of things revealed in Mr. Jull's re-
po rt ? Yet, notwithstanding that fact, and
[lie fact that the country has been put to
the expense of this inquiry in order to ascer-
lain the truth of the matter, notwithstanding
the facet that a condition of things
has been exposed which would, or
ought to, make every decent citizen
in the State hang his hlead with shamue,
notwithstanding, all that the officer or the
man who was mainly responsible for this
wa-.s reinstated and merely reprimanded hy
NMx. North, the permianent head of the Col-
onial Secretary's Departmient.

'Mr Hleitmann: Pretty tough.
Mr. COLLIER: An officer who has shown

himnself to he so callous of thle welfare of the
men in the Home, and so indifferent to the
condition in which they live, is not fit to
occupy a position in the public service of
any description. I would not have him as a
lift boy, or put him on to emptying a rub-
hish bin. A man who is so dead and blind
to feelings of humanitarianism, so devoid
of humanitarian instincts, and a mian who
can so readily reinstate an officer who is
responsible for that condition of things, and
who believes that it is sufficient merely to
reprimand such officer, ought to be kicked
out of the service without a moment's con-
sideration. What a farce it is to hold an
inquiry of this kind and have facts laid
before us such as we have had in this report,
facts which no one could refuse to act upon,
and yet have the whole matter put on one
side andI not even referred to the responoible
Minister by the permanent head of the de-
partment!I The Honorary 'Minister asks if
it did not come before the previous Govern-
ment. It happened just prior to our leaving
office. It was proposed thea that the per-
manent head of the department should deal



[ASSEMBLY.]

with it, As shown in the statement, which
I have read, made by the member for Pil-
bara (Mir. Underwood), who was in charge
of the department, he did not agree, and I
say emphatically that the Scaddan Govern-
ment would not have agreed either, even
if they had been obliged to over-ride a dozen
laivo and the Public Ser-vice Commissioner.
They would not have permitted that condi-
tion of affairs to continue. This gentleman
by thle action he has taken in this matter
has evidently exercised more power and
authority than members of this House have
exercised.

Mr. Thomson: Why did you not get rid of
him?9

Mr. COL~iER: This has taken place
since we left office.

Mir. Thomson: Could you not get rid of
him no'v if you wanted to?

Mr. COLLIER: This Roome can do any-
thing. If the L60t) a year provided as his
salary was struck out, we could get rid of
bun and would be wvell rid of him.

M1r. Allen: You would have to compensate
him then.

ai1r. COLLTIER: No, this House is supreme.
We would be well rid of him, even if we
paid a sub~stantial compensation. There
should he no room in the public service for
a gentleman of thig character. WYhat the
Committee ought to determine is -whether hie
should be permitted to exercise power in this
way in future. Hie ignores everybody. If
the matter had gone on to Mr. Jull it would
have been open to Mrx. Jull to dismiss the
master of the home. But Mr. North was
taking no risk in that respect. He said, "l
have exercised the power I possess as per-
mianent head, and have dealt with the matter,
I consider the offence will bd met by a -repri-
mand." What a farce it all is! As a result
of that inquiry the late Superintendent of
Charities "was forced to resign. Why, then,
should the other man, who was equally re-
sponsible, be permitted to continue in his
office? Some hion. members, I understand,
hare a high appreciation of air. North's
services. I shouild like to hear any or all
of them justify the action of Mr. North in
reinstating the master of the Home in face
Of the Puhlic Service Commissioner's re-
port. If by that one action alone, Mir. North

has proved himself a menace to the service,
tie ought to be put in his place.

Mr. Underwood: Where is his place?
Mr. COLLIER: Right outside the service,

The State would be well rid of him even if
'ye were to send hirn a cruise round the world
on a first class ticket. He has rende-red
futile and aborlive the findings of a Royal
Commission. He thought the matter would
be met by reprimanding Mr. Rust, and so
A]lr. Rust is back there to-day. Favour, senti-
meat, and personal feeling should not be
exercised in dealing with a question like this.
In order to show my disapproval of the
action taken by Mir. North, I move-

That the item be reduced by £6100.
Hon. J. A) CONNOLLY:- It will be ad-

mitted by everyone who has had dealings
with 111r. North, that hie is an able, efficient,
and loyal officer. I (10 not wish to speak
about the unfairness of attacking a public
servant here.

'%!r. Collier: There is no other way of en-
tering a protest.

lion. J. D. CONNOLLY : The hon. memi-
ber many have some justification for his ac-
tion, hut his object: might have been attained
in some more satisfactory way. Under the
method adopted by the lion. metuber all the
blamne is centred on the Under Secretary.

Mr. Collier: I am blaming him for only
the reinstatement made in face of the Coin-
inissioner's report.

Hon. J. D. CONKO\1LLY: Thle hion. mem-
ber's solicitude for thle old men in the home
does him credit. I have a fairly close know-
ledge of the institutiton, extending over ten
years, yet I am scarcely in a position to say
whether or not thle home is wvell managed;
for, although Alr. Rust wvas appointed dur-
ing mny term of office as Mlinister, I have not
liad aiiiv real piersonal r:zperience ol' his ad-
ministration. Certainly, the statemnents read
by the hion. member do not reflect any ere-
(lit at nil on the management. A good deal
of thle blame fell upon the late Superintend-
ent of Charities.

Mir. Underwood: The Public Service Corn-
missioner was a bit hysterical.

Hon. J. D. CONYNOLLY: Yes, in respect
to the late Superintendent of Charities, who,
I think, was very haislly treated in conse-
quence of the inquiry, 11r. Lon-gmore war.
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a very capable, conscientious, and pains-
taking officer.

'dr. Ileitmann: The inquiry dlid not show
himu to be capable.

Hlon. J. D. CONNOLLaY: Hle was very
capable in that position.

Mr. Taylor: He was a most generous-
hearted man.

Hon. J. D. CON"NQLiY: If hie had not
been a suitable nian for the position, thle
occasion for thle inquiry would never have
ariseni, because, as the tuember for -Mt. Mar-
garet points out, lie was a kind-beanted man,
and lie suited the position very well. It was
showvn in evidence that lie had repeatedly
aLsked for additional assistance. Unfortut-
-nately, hie did not press for that assistance.
That was5 liii chief sini.

M.%r. Heitmann: After admitting that a
certain mnan was absolutely unsuited to the
work , he appointed that man to the posi-
tion of orderly.

]]'on. J. Di. CONNOLLY: I can readily
understand his reason for that. In the first
lplace there always has been difficulty in se-
curing experienced men, and soon after tile
outbreak of war that difficulty became acute.
When Nlr. Longmiore failed to press for the
assistance he required, hie committed his only
real mnislake. That was one only of many
homes lie had to look after. I want to say
in defence oif a nian who is not here that on
the evidence adlduced at the inquiry I think
die Public Service Commissioner was unduly
hard on the late Superintendent of Clhari-
ties. 'The state of affairs found there cannot,
of couirse, be defended by anybady.

Mr. Collier: That being so, somebody
must be responsible, and that somebody
must have been either the Superintendent of
Public Charities. or the Master of tile Old
Alen's Howe, or both.

H-on. J. D. CONNOLLY: When seen in
cold type the references to v-ermin appear
verv horrible.

Mr. Taylor: We have medical evidence to
show that these old men breed vermin very
raplidly, Dr. Blanchard said that.

Hon. J. D. CONKOLLY: These state-
ments give one a creepy feeling, hut as the
member for Mt. Margaret has pointed out,
these old men are susceptible to vermin. It
has also to be remembered that old men go

iii and out from the Home every day. Most
ot' them are old bushmen and miners end
they do not care about stopping in the
Home.

MKr. Taylor: They go out clea and coma
back dirty.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: They always go
out clean, and it does not take long for
them to get filthy.

-ir. Undlerwood:z Half of them aire coy-
oel in vermin when they come there.

Hon. J. D. CON"NOLLY: I would say
more than half of them. It is due to the
poverty-stricken condition of their bodies
that they are susceptible to disease of this
kind?. and that condition is responsible for
their becomig inmates of the Home.

.i .Heitnnn: is the M.%inister trying to
.justif 'v tile condition of affairs at the Home
in Ih ifakne of the Puiblic Service Commis-
sioner's finding? The evidence showed
that 1he organisation was absolutely un-
speakable.

lion. J. D. CONNOLLsY: I am not. It
will be noticed that on the Estimates provi-
sion is made for a considerable increase,
Z1flioL~ntinig to 0365 for nurses and orderlies.
That is one result of the Royal Commlisioin,
hut it will, not bring the staff up to thle num-
ber recommended by the Coimuiissioner.
Therein la v the real fault. in thL under-
si ailing of thie institution, 'it is impossible
In look after 400 or .500 properly in an in-
at itution wich is not sufficiently staffed.
Had 1 known this discussion was to take
p~lace I would have taken an opportunity of
looking into the question. The inquiry ou-
curred while the member for Pilbara was
MIinister, and under the Public Service re-
gulations, as a result of the inquiry the mat-
ter was referred to the head of the depart-
ment. About that time a change of Govern-
ment took, place. The Under Secretary re-
commended that the master should be rein-
stated, and in doing- so he was merely exer-
cising, his powers under the Public Service
Act, which gives him full power in such
matters.

Mr, Collier: The Act does not compel
him to exercise those powers.

Hion. J1. D. CONNOLLY: I wish to de-
fend the Under Secretary against the charge
of the member for Boulder that he acted as a
soil of Czar, over-riding even the Ministers.
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Mr. Collier: I say that a man who would
exercise his powers in the manner he did in
this instance is not worthy to hold the posi-
tion.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The 'inder
Secretary is being attacked by the member
for Boulder on the score partly that lie be-
came a law unto himself, exercised powers
which hie had no right to, and set Ministers
on one side. I am pointing out that for
eveQrything hie did lie had full power under
fihe Act. The next point of attack is that
thle Under Secretary did not do justice to
thle old men in the Home,' or to thle master
himself. I am not prepared at the moment
to say yea or nay, and I think that such a
charge should be dealt with by way of inn-
lion or inl some other way.

Mr. Collier: I w ill deal with it by way
of motion if you wtill give mie thie oppor-
I unity.

lion. 3. U. CONNOLLY: .1 ant not pire-
pared to condemn the -Under Secretary inl
lis House off i and.

Mr. Collier: Do yon not think, in vriew of
the previous Minister's remark, that lie
should have brought the matter to tilhe
attention of the new Minister?

lon. J1. 1). CONNOLLY): The proceilure
laid down in thie Public Service Act wvas fol-
lowed in this case. Tile report of tihe inquiry
into the lainageleiit of the Homne wvas laid
before the permanent head insofair as it re(-
lated to two ollicers in his depaitment. if
thle permanenit head consideredl tie charges
sufficiently serious hie would refer the matter
to the Public Service Commissioner, hut if
lie could not say conscientiously to himself
that lie could bring a charge against this
officer, then lie was perfectly right in re-
instating him. '[le presumption is that iii
the Under-Secretary's opinion the fault did
not lie with the 'Master hut somewhere else.

[rCollier: Do von say h le would not bie
justified in laying a charge in the face of
tilie Coriuissioner~s finding 1

lHon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Com-
mnissioner's finding was directed more against
the Superintendent of Public Charities
than against the Master of the Old M~en's
Home.

Mr. Collier:. It was emphatic against thle
master as well.

I-on. J. D. CONNOLLY: It may be that
the Under Secretary, taking the evidence de-
cided that the manl to be charged was tie
Superintendenlt of Public Charities. That
otficer resigned, and it is a fair assumption
that lie did so because hie felt he might have
to face a very stringent inquiry. I do not
defend the management of thle' Home at
all; but it seems to inc that thle Under See-
retarv must have looked at the matter in
lint light, that lie wais not pirepalred to la 'y

a charge, against Ikr. Rust and the managre-
nient of thle Hlome, consequntly hie rein-
stated hint. I am prepared to bring thle
whole mnatter to the notice of the Minister
wvith the statement of the mneniber for Bout-

dler, and 'I1 will undertake on the M1inister's
behalf that the mat ter will he looked into. I
will take anl opportunity of making a state-
ment in this House, or the Colonial Seere-
tnry' will do so elsewhere, in regard to thle
chiarges now mnade against the Under See-
rotary' . I want to say, however, so far as
that officer himself is concerned, lie is cap-
able and] loyal, and if lie has made a mistake
in t his instance his action was due to mistake
and not to insuhbord ination or disloyally' .
either to the Minister or to the department.

Mr. UNDERtWOOD): The finding of the
Royal ('onimni.,ioner was that there had beeni
great carelessiness o-n the part of tile Master
aind zrciit incapacity on the hart of thme
Sut erintendenat of Public Charities. When
time Superintendent of Public Charities re-
sig-ned, the question of the Master of thle
Home camne ipl for consideration. Msfr.
Rust rain to nie as Itlinister and( said line
had not had a fair hearing before the Coim-
mnissioner. He desired an opportunity or
defending- himself, bnt the Commissioner
had told him that he wNas not entitled to
bring thme evidence lie desired before the
Comiiission as there was no charge against
him. I promised him that he would have a
fall[ inquiry and also the right of reply. It
was necessary, after the finding of the
Royal Commission, to suspend Mr. Rust.
and tile Act lays down the procedure to be
followed when an officer is suspended. The
bead of the department asks for an expla-
nation, and having considered that explana-
l ion, if lie deems the offence serious the
matter is sent onl to the Public Service Corn-
nussioner who will inquire into the matter.
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If he does not think it of sufficient import-
ance to refer it to the Public Service Corn-
nissioner, hie may, on his own initiative, re-
insitt that officer. He got Mr. Rust's re-
ply. I never saw it, the public never saw it,
but 'Mr. North, after considering it, thought
that a reprimand would meet the case. I
tli-'airecd with him. Had I remained there
I would have disagreed as far as it would
have been possible for me to do. I am of
(it(- opinion that under the law as passed
1,- ' vhis Parliament, a measure which I con-
dlemned when I first spoke in this House,
the Under Secretary' has full powers over
anda above any3thinlg that the 'Minister may
do or say. Ie canl absolutely defy the
Ali ister on a question of this sort. The
charge against Mr. Rust was heard pulhicly
and Mr. Rust should have been given the
opportunity of putting up his defence pub-
lit-k . It was a serious indiscretion on tire
part of the Under Secretary, althoughl of
course hie acted well within his rights.

Hon. J1. D. Counnolly: Still, he himself
had to be satisfied.

Mfr. Collier: Did lie Jput his opinion uip
against that of the Commnissioner?7

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The point is
whether his action was discreet or justifi-
able.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: He did it conseieu-
I ioiisly.

Mr. UNDEIOOOD: A man may do
many things conscientiously but there may
not 'be much wisdom in what hie does. Not
onlyv is the Act under which the Under See-
i-etary works wrong, but the whole system
under which hie works is wrong. He is the
head 'of at least a dozen sub-departments
and there is no mail born who can get a
thorough grasp of them all. All communi-
cations have to go through him and come
lbark through him. It is most farcical for
Mr. North to be the Minister's adviser in
regard to the Old Men's Home. If he is to
fill that position he should be there and
have the working- of it at his fingers' ends.
As I stated once before when I was repri-.
rianded by a select committee for dismiss-
ing 'Mr. Gale, I did not consult 'Mr. North.
I said, "Why should I consult Mr. North
when hie does not know anything about ab-
origines." In regard to the Old Men's
Rome itself, I want to point out on behalf

of Mr. Rust ad Air. Loagmore that the
place was overcrowded and that the accom-
modation was not sufficient. The same posi-
tion exists at the present time. There should
be a bathroom there and the new arrivals
should enter by one side and come out at
tlie otlher dressed in new clothing. Another
ward or two are required, but we have not
the money with which to build them. All
these things have to be taken into considera-
tion when we are considering the condition
or thre home. At the same time there must
have been considerable laxity all round,
rron. the master down to the iowvest orderly
and inceluding, the medical officer and matron.
The orderlies are not blameless because it
was their duty to see that the men were
washed. Instead of doing that some of
them stole the inmnates' beef tea. As far as
thle ease put uip against the Under Secretary
is concerned, I am of the opinion that lie
dlid not act wisely in deciding the matter
himself. instead of sending it on for hear-
ing to the Public Sdrvice Commissioner, ad
gving Mir. Rust what he asked for, namely,

the opportunity of replying in public to the
charges made against him in public.

Amendment (to reduce the item by £100)
put and a division taken with the following
result:

Ayes
Noes

Majority

Ait.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mi.

M%!r.
Mr.
Mir.
31 r.
Ait.
Air.
Air.
Mtr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Ait.

Ana.

Angwin
C iiesso a
Collier
Green

Heltmann

F. Bi. Johnston

NONS.

Allen
Butcher
Con nolly
Cunningliam
Gardiner
George
Grliffiths
Harrison
Hi1ckmnott
Lefroy
Nairn
Piaos

- -.- .. 14

- ... .. 23

against. . 10

Z r:
Mr.

Mr.

bit.
Mr.
Mr.
M1r.

Mr.

Nit.
Mrt.
Mr.
Mr.

M ulin~y
Mule
Scaddan
Thomas

WalkerA. A. Wilson
Bol ton

(Tell"r.)

Robinson
Smaith
S. Stubbs
Taylor
Thomison
Underwood
Veryard
Warabrougb
Willmott
F. Wilson
Hardwlek

(Teller.)
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Amendment thus negatived.

Item, Extra Clerical Assistance, Class
"G" Officers and Messengers £2,200.

Air. ANOWIN: The decrease in clerical
salaries amounts to £608, while this item
shows on increase of £838. I do not ask
for a decrease on last year's expenditure,
but there can be no necessity for an increase.
I move an amendment-

That the item be reduced by £1600.

H1on. J. D. CONNOLLY: The increase
in this item is merely an apparent, one.

Air. Angwini: No; an actual one.

}Lon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It is merely a
scoeming increase. The substitutes for per-
muanent officers who have enlisted are supplied
from this item, In the permanent Salaries
there is a decrease of £510. An officer in the
Accounts Branch lhes been appointed at a
salary of £168. Then, upon a certain per-
mnanent officer enlisting, approval was ob-
tained for two temporary men to do his
work. I may mention that even with those
two men the work is not so wvell done. Temn-
porary labour is dear labour. Thus, to fill
(lhe place of a man who goes to the wvar costs
mnure than his salary, very frequently. In-
creitients account for £135 of the increase.
Thus there is no real increase, as 1 have
said.

Ailr. ANOWVIN: I do not like this kind
of bluff. By totalling the colunmns bon.
members will see that there is a real in-
crease. Why Should the fact of officers
going- to the Front cause increases?9

lon. J1. D. Connolly: Officers enlisting
take their long leave.

-Ar. ANOWIN: The men who enlist do
not get their long leave until they return.

Ron. J. D. Connolly: As a rule, they take
their lo service leave in cash.

Mr. ANGWIN: I shall have to ask for
a division Oil this item.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result-

Ayes
Noes

Majority a

22

gainst.. . 6

Mr. Aagwln
Mr. Carpenter
IMr. Chiesson
11r. Collier
Mr. Eoley
MI. Green
Mr. Heitmana
Mr. Hudson
Mir. W. 1). Johnson

Mr, Lnuihert
Mir. Muesie
Mr. Snaddan
hir. Taylor
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Bolton

(2'eiler.fr

Nose.

Sir. Allen
Mr. Butcher
Mr, Connolly
Mr. Cunningham
hit. Gardiner

Mr. OrlIfitbe
Mr. Harrison
ATr' Hicktnott
M r. E. B. Jobostoji
Mr. Let roy
Mr. Nairn

Mr. Piesso
Mr. Robinson
Mr. Smith
Mr. S. Stubbs
Mr. Thomson
Mr, Veryard
Mr. Wanabraugh
Mr. Wilimoti
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr, Hardwick

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Item, Immigration Agent, Fremantle, £252.
Alr. SMITH: I anderstood that immigra-

tion bad altogether ceased.
Ar. Underwood: The immigpration officer

at Fremantle is Mlr. Craweour, who is now
secretary to the Patriotic Fund.

Bon. J. D1. CONINOLLY : Mr. Craweour,
while holding the position of secretary to
the Patriotic Fund, retains his appointmnent
as imiligration officer at Fremantle. Tlier6
is no work in connection with immigration
at prepieuL

Item, Immigrat ion, Clerk, £E240.
Air. SM I1TH: The Minister's explanation

may be all right as regards the previous
item; hut does that explanation also apply
to this clerk and the other two in the next
items?9

Hon, J. D). CONNOLLY: It must not be
forgotten that immigration has. not ceased
entirely. There is a certain amount
of immigration going on all the time.
The immigration machinery, that is litera-
ture, has to be kept up, because we are hop-
ing when the war is over to pnt it in motion
again. We use it largely in connection with
the settlement of returned soldiers.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: I do not think you have
sent two soldiers altogether on the land.

Lion. J'. D. CONNOLLY- They do not
all go on the land. There are other ways of
settling them than putting them on the land.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: When immigration
practically ceased, we decided, if possible, to
retain the nucleus of an organisation. The
present secretary for immigration (Mr.
Neville) is also Chief Inspecctor of Abor-
igines. He has a clerk and a typist with
him in Ihe Aborigines Department. There
are something like 300 or 400 accounts still
open of people who have to.pay for nomina-
tions. There lies also to be continued the
nominations of wives and children of men
already in the State. That work is being
done by one clerk and a typist. There is a
caretaker for the women's immigration home
at Fremnan tle. That officer does a consider-
able amount of other work. He spent two
or three months in the messengers' exchange
recently, and( was also down at Katannin~g
fixing up with the home we had there. There
1s another officer employed part of the time
looking after the show casea at Fremantle.
It is necessary to maintain these things if
we are to have immigration in future. The
immigrants' home at Fremantle is leased t6
the Commonwealth Government for £E400 a
year, which more than covers the actual ex-
penditure on immigration to-day.

I tem, Incidental, including firewood,
cleaning material, travelling, transport,
postage. stationery, reporting, fees to ex-
aminlers, telephone rents, instruments.
water, power, lighlting, fuel, collection of
statistics and not otherwise provided, £C6,640.

'Mr. ANOWIN: The only decrease under
head office and branches is a, sumn of £973 for
railway fares, In all other cases tinder this
headingm there are increases. The incidentals
are almost entirely in the hands of the
officers of the department, and we can be
sure that all the money allotted will be
silent.

The M1inister for W'orks: It was not spent
last year.

Mr. ANOW IN: No, because the member
for Pilbara. took care that it would not
be spent. Why cannot the Government do
with the same amount that was allowed last
year? ,There is an increase under this item
of £731. I venture to say that the Colonial
Secretary has not griven these Estimates
ten minutes' consideration. The total in-

crease under contingencies is £V94. In in:
opinion the item should be reduced by LOO00
which will give the Colonial Secretary £1.3.
more to spend on incidentals than bie bai
last year. I move en amendment-

That the item be reduced by £600.

flon. J. D. CONNOLLY: [1 quite agre
that there should not he any increase, am
that this is an item into which extravaganc.
is apt to creep). L-ast year, although tli
late Minister had £7,560 on the Estimates
lie sj-ent only £5,009. I commnend him fo
that. The present Mlinister has had to in
crease the estimate, s against last year'
expenditure, by providing £300 for th
travelling expenses of the Arbitration Couri

Mr. Angxvin: The~y travelled last year.

Ilon. J1. B. CONNOLLY: But it was
slack year in that respect. If they do no
travel any more this year than they did las
y ear, the additional mroney will not be spent
Tfie balance of the increase, namely, £400
is for the printing of the Statistical Reyiste,
I'le work was not dlone last year, owing tb

the authority for printing not being issue(
intil late in the year. In consequence then
wvill be two issues to be printed. this year.

o.ir. FOLEY: Alt Governments are alik4
in their readiness to put sums of money or
the Estimates merely in ease they ano
wanted, If thre late INinister could do witi
£5.909 the present Minister ought to be abb
to do with the samne amnount. I will suppor
the motion.

Amendment put, and a division takeri
with fihe following result:-

Ayes
Noes 20

Majority against .. 4

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Atr.
Mr.
Mr.

M r.
'M r.

A YES.

Angwi a
Carpenter
Cbesson
Collier
Foley
Green
Hudson
W D. .lobnaon
E. B. Johnston

Mr. Lambert
Mr. munsie
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Bolton

(Teller.)
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NOWe.

Mr. Allen Mr. Robinson
Mr. Blutcher Mr. Smith
Mr. Connally Mr a. Stubbs
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Tbonmson
Mr. George Mr. Veryard
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Wanabrough
Mr. Harrison Mr. Wilimoit
Mr. Hickmott jMr. F. Wiison
DMt. Lfroy 1Ar, Hardwick
Mr. Nairn (Teller.)
IMr. Piesse

Amendment thus. negatived.
Votle put and passed.
Vote-Aborigines, E9,710:
I teim, Chief Protector, £312.

M11r. FOLEY: I have no fault to find withI
the gentleman holding this office, or with.
the administration of the department, but
there is one matter to which I wish to refer.
Pastoralists who obtain permission from the
department to employ natives for bringing
down cattle from the North-West are corn-
pelled, tinder pain of heavy penalty, to re-
turn those natives to their own country. It
has happened that other persons have some-
times induced natives to leave the person by
whom they are emlloyed and the natives
have been taken away from their own coun-
try. A case in point occurred to my know-
ledge in which a Jpastoratist. who treats his
natives well is now being prosecuted by the
department for not returning to their own
country natives who were induced by an-
Other par-ty to leave his employ. I think
the department should make some effort to
protect pastoralists in such a position
against having their aboriginal servants in-
ducedi to leave their employ.

Ron. J. Di. CONNOLLY: I do not think
thle pastoralists have a great deal to com-
plain about in regard to their general treat-
'nent by the department. My experience,
AxlicI I 1gathered during a trip to the North,
shows that many of the squatters in the
North keep a number of natives and they
make no charge on the State in respect of
those natives whether sick or old. Of course.
lucre are exceptions to that rule.

[Mr. Carpeater took the Chair.]

'Mr. GREEN: I noticed recently at one
outback hotel that aborigines and their gins
were employed about the premise. I would

like some informaltion ffom the Honorary
Minister on the question generally of the
ti eatnient of aborigines in employment, and
also as to what is being done towards the
civilisation atf aboriginal girls, many of
whom are to be seen about the streets of
Perth.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY- Tbe department
wrould be glad to receive information of any
ease of employment of aboriginals in or
about hotels. The practice is a contraven-
(ion of the Aborigines Act and the regula-
tion against it is a strict rule in the de-
partluent, which would take action in any
case where natives are found in or em-
loyed about a hotel. The other matter
raised by the hon. member is a difficult one,
to which I have given much consideration.
Most of the females to whom he refers are
half-caste, and many of those half-castes
are married women. The real difficulty lies
in the contact of aborigines with whites.
The Swan half-caste mission is too close to

lie City and the girls who come from there
do not get a fair chance. They are always
regarded as fair gamne. A different state of
affairs exists at New 'Norcia, where the girls
lie married off and settled in a home. The
only way to preserve the race is to help) the
aborigines to, as much as possible. live in
their native state. We know that they will
not civilise and their contact with the whites
has been responsible for thle reduction in
their n1umbers.

MNr. Butcher: How do you account for
them increasing veryv rapidly on the Die
Gtr ey ?

2lr. Taylor: They are half-castes.
MI Ir. Butcher: No, they are all black.
Air. Underwood: Th~ey have decreased

mnaterially there.
lion. .. D). CON_\NOLLY: If they have

increased] in numbers at the lie Grey it must
be dire to the good treatment they have re-
ceived at the hands of the squatters.

Mr. TAYLOR: The native race is rapidly
becoming extinct, and in 'Victoria and New
S~outh W~ales. they aire almost unknown at
the present time. In Western Australia we
have the frailest and] most diminutive of the
tribes and they exist in greater numbers be-
cause their hunting grounds have not been
dislurbed to the same extent as in the other
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States, and consequently these are more in
their favouir thani is ttile case elsewhere. The
Governmentl should niot be too niggardly in

lie treatment of the aborigines and they
should see that these people get their rations
,i11nd their blankets. It is known, in respect
of their blankets, that they tratlic in themn,
rl ilte whlite pelec Wvlio secure po55C55illi
(of themt should be dealt withI. These blank-
ets have often been used as horse rugs, and
lie, excuse which is given fly t(lie posseasors

(of themn is that the natives always; want to
sell t hemn or they leave themn behind. The
cost of I he administration of t(lie Aborigines
vote is exeessive. ii actulally amlounts to
one-sixth of thie total.

Mir. Untderwood : The lock hospitals absorb
.0 .600 and it costs between £00 aiid £700
to collet the diseased natives, while £300 is
spient Onl tlre man"lagemlent of the intve
-Ntatioiis.

M1 r. 'IAY I40Ol? : The natives want sonmc-
thung to till their stonmchs, and to keep their
hoiiiiie warun in. winter. 'l'herc are not marny
lmn iers of (lie Aborigines Department staff
witho:ii e ever sen a black in his natural
s1lte. '[hle. staff Will indUlge inl Cheese-
j'arinw at tire expense of the natives, buit
here is no cheese-paring as regards adinin-
irat ice cost1, which is far too high.

Mr. UNI)FNWOOt): .1 admire thie -way
inl wvhi tilie lion, memilber (31r. Taylor) gives
hecre, as originiat linmatter, wvhait lie has read
inl the nrewspapers. '['he greatest item of
%%'nsI(. is% tile Aborigines Depiartilent. has beenl
in connection withi blankets, and for that
reason [1 cut. down that particular expendi-
moire. As regaIrds the Erlishoun affatir, a resi-
ulenirwiw supjplyiing thre natives with rations,
and lie deipartmeint were not satisfied that

t ic natives received all the rations they' ought
to have been receiving. For thant reason the
p)lan was adopted of establishinug Government
stations onl which the aborigines were fed
be, tire managers. T]his systemn has already
resulted in a saving of £-5,000, without the
natives going short. The expenditure of the
dlepartmnent onl lock hospitals has been £1,467;
superinheiideiit and medical officer accounted
for £42S-a total for these two items alone
of nearly £2,000. Tile great bulk of thie
expenditure onl temporary labouir, £1,200, is
incuirred in collecting diseased natives and
conveying themn to thle lock hospitals. These

facts should be borne in Wind when one
criticises the cost of administration. In cuir-
ing the natives of disease, we are also curing
the white people. The salary of the Chief
Protector of' Aborigines is £312, that of the
secretary to thle department £312-hialf of it
being paid by the Fisheries Department-
and clerks' salaries total £C552. That repre-
sents the entire administrative cost of thre
dlepartment, at cost,' lower perhaps than in
anly Othur department of this State.

Vote puit and passed.
Vote-C(harilies, &qy9,027:
Iteml, 'SU jerintendent Of CliaritieS aIndI

Secretary State Children Department, £W32.
Mr. AV. 1). JOHNSON4: .1 wish to draw

altent ion to anl inLjUItice obtaining- in con-
nection with I he adopt ion of illegiiiate
children. WNhen at child is adopted, tire
adopting parenls are at liberty to have this
oild re-reg-istered in a neCw surLamle, bUt
instead of anl entirely new en try being miade
tile reg-istrar nleLly adds the adopting par-
en is' nanie to the original entry. This ceads
to dlisclosuire of the fact of illegil imacy to
outsidlers, oil such occasions as whoau for
school examiiination purposes a copy oC the
birt I certificate is required]. Still mtore un-
fortun~lately, it leadIS to disclosure orfltip
,-anto fact to thie child, who inay tave been
brroughit upt in tolal ignorance of his or tier
origi1n. I. uindend and, froml a case which
cameo under my notic'e, that thle registrar is
linable to do0 otherwise uinder tin law as; it,
is now ; andI, ttiat being so, I consider the0
law sthould lie amended.

Mr. liNl'EHWOOD: Having been ii
charge of thle Charities flepartmciit for
sonc timne, T hold t[le opinion that consider-

adsaigs would result from Tile app)11int-
mieat of a superintendenit aide to Lake care,
that people (10 riot loaf onl the department.
Undoubtedly, there tins been a good (leil
of imposition tractised onl the department.
W~,ithioiut: wishing to be hard or harsh, I rnt
bound to say the late suiperinitendent had
not sufficientf organising ability to conduct
the department in suich a way as to ensure
that thle State should not be imposed on.
Even at the present timie, I believe, the de-
pamrtment is spending a good deal of mroney
ainjustifiably. The man needed is one who,
while not hard, would have a thorough
knowledge of bnman nature-one who,
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while not ungenerous, would not allow the
State to be imposed on.

Mr. ANOWIN: From my experience, ex-
tending- over several years, of the late sup-
erintendent, 1 gathered that the greatest
complaint made against him was that he
was not sufficiently liberal. The staff
lie had was utterly insufficient. Certainly,
he at no time had a sufficienc 'y of inspectors
to assuire himself that imposition was not
being practised.

Mr. Underwood: The inspectors were not
much good.

Mr. ANOWIN: They were appointed by
the Public Service Commissioner. I do
not wish to see blame cast on a man who,
I believe, did his work honestly and con-
scientiously and ia the best interests of the
State. I believe that Mr. Longmore did all
hie could to assist those in distress, and even
at times did so out of his own pocket. There
has been a lack of office assistance, and he
has had to contend with that. Further, I
ednuot recall a single instance in 'which the
police were able to find a man in the City
who had deserted his wife and children.
Mr. Longmore was overworked. He has
been condemned by the Public Service Corn-
missioner for what hie was not responsible,
and he was handicapped for want of proper
assistance at the time the condemnation
came upon him. lie was the right man in
the right place and carried out his duties
honestly and fairly to the State.

Ion. J. D. CONNOLLY: I agree with
wvhat the member for Guildford said in re-
gard to illegitimate children, and will bring
the matter under the notice of the Colonial
Secretary. I am of opinion that it is better
for an illegitimate child to be adopted by
a suitable private person than to be a ward
of the State.

Mir. Collier: There is some objection to
that so far as bequests, for instance, aru,.
concerned. It is not always wise to inter-
fere with the registration of a child.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The matter is,
however, controlled by the Registrar Gen-
eral's Department. It is certainly necessary
to be careful in the matter of interfering
with registrations of birth.

Mr. Collier: Perhaps a child cannot after-
wards prove his registration as he may
then be registered uinder another name.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The present
system. is a good one. If provision could be
made as suggested by the member for Guild-
ford, it would be desirable. I also agree
that the expense of the Department is too
great. The late Superintendent of Charities
filled his position well. It is one, however,
to which a larger salary should be attached.
The man in charge of the Department should
be one who possesses a kindly feeling, is a
good judge of human natnre, has the power
of organisation, and is a good business
man. I will bring what the member for
North-East Fremantle said uinder the notice
of the Minister.

Item, Allow ances, £243.
Mr. MTJNSIE: I should like some explan-

ation from the Minister as to why there is
an increase in the allowances.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: This is not an
increase, but an alteration in the system. It
provides board and lodging at the rate of
£40 a year to the staff of the institution,
wvho last year -were living there and receiving
rations from the institution. That system
is now being altered.

Item, Payments to women on whom child-
ren are dependent and outdoor relief
£36,000.

Mr. ANGWIN: It appears that although
there are increases in other directions the
p)oor women and children are to be cut
down under this item. This item has been
niore beneficial to the fathers of this State
than any other in the Estimates. The money
is given principally to the mothers to enable
them to retain their children under their own
roofs. Economy could far better be dxcr-
cised elsewhere than here.

Mr. COLLIER: I -would plead with the
Honorary Minister not to exercise the prun-
ing knife on this particular item.

H1on. J. D. Connolly: There is no inten-
tion of doing that: it is only an estimate.

Mr. COLLIER: We obtained a vote of
£315,000 last year and found it necessary to
spend £3,500 more, which shows that the
claims upon this vote are increasing. The
Government estimate to be able to do with.
£2.509 less this year. This would maintain
a good many children. This is the last item
in the whole Department on which economy
should be exercised.

r
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I can assure the
member for Boulder that this Department
will be administered as liberally this year
as heretofore. There is no alteration in the
system which has existed for years. Every
person who is in want of relief will get it.

Mr. Angwin: The Government are not
go0ing to adopt the system of sending child-
ren to the orphanages, I hope. I see that
thie vote uinder that head has gone up.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No. It is evi-
dently thought that £1,000 more than last
year will be sufficient to meet requirements.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Fisheries, £-4,719; Gaols, £22,346;

Harbour and Light, £224,703; Lunacy,
£6X1,822; Lithographic, £C5,980-agreed to.

Vote-lledical and Public .Health,
L2134,435:

Item, Fremantle Public Hospital, Main-
tenance, £5,000.

[3Mr. S. Stuebbs took the Chair.]

Mr. ANGXVIN: There is here a reduction
of £750. I hope there is no connection be-
tween this and the recent dispute between
the Colonial Secretary and the hospital
aut horit ies.

The Premier: No, certainly not.
Mr. ANGWJN: The Colonial Secretary

declared he would not be a rubber stamp,
but he turned out to be a mere rubber stamp
in the fullest sense of the word. They had
an officer at the hospital and two attendants
from the Claremont lunatic asylum in charge
of him, but they kept this from the Minis-
ter.

M-r. CARPENTER: The Minister should
furnish an explanation of the attitude of
Mr. North, the Under Secretary, who was
sadly lacking in his duty in connection with
the recent trouble. The hospital is suffering
in consequence of Mr. North's attitude.

Mr. Angwin: One poor fellow lost his
life through it.

Mr. CARPENTER: Not only has the
whole staff been set by the ears, but the
patients themselves have been sorely incon-
venienced in consequence of the lack of
wisdom on the part of Mr. North in showing
partiality for the medical officer. Will the
Minister explain how he proposed to effect
thme reduction of F£7507?

[50]

The Premier: It is the same vote as last
year.

1 ir. CARiPENTER: Last year the hospi-
tal was starved. The Premier knows there
are constant applications from the hospital
for more money. Under the previous Lib-
eral Government the institution was cut
down to the bone and £200 had to be raised
per medium of a carnival. The work of the
hospital ig increasing and the expenditure
must increase with it and it seems absurd
to propose a reduction in the vote when it
is known that the institution. cannot be car-
ried on on the amount which was suifficient
in former years.

[12 midnight.]

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Have you any ad-
vice from the Board. that they want more
than E5,0009

The Minister for Works: Yes, what does
the Board say about ito?

Mr. BOLTON: I have had the 'honour of
being a member of the board of the Fre-
mantle hospital for a number of years, and

Ecan assure the Committce that it is Aiot
possible to carry on the work of the hospital
for the stim of :FU5;0O0. During the period

of the war, donations have fallen off.. while
the cost of' management has incrensed. It
might be mentioned that the cost of treating
patients is lower per head at the Fremantle
hospital than in any other similar institution.
This is now purely a Government hospital;
we cannot collect fees from pauper patients.

lion. J. D. Connolly: The donations never
amounted to much.

Mr. BOLTON: We had the Padhury be-
quest, and we were deriving an income from
some land which has been taken over by the
militar y. The vote wvill have to be exceeded
because the price of drugs in some instances
is 200 per cent. higher.

Mr. Thomas:, Two thousand per cent.

Mr. GREEN: It is astonishing to find
that there is such a small number of people
who realise their obligations to pay hospi-
tal fees. Men shoiild be prosecuted for the
recovery of hospital fees just as if those fees
were the hills of the butcher and baker. The
amount charged by the ordinary hospital is
small enough, and when the opportunity pre-
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sent a itself to get fees from people who are
quite willing to pay for treatment it is often
refuised. Mlany people are able and prepared
to pay the fees charged at the Government
institutions when they cannot afford to pay
thle charges of the private hospitals, but the
Gov erment hospitals will not take them. I
will give an instance of the manner in which
some people regard the Government hospi-
tals. In Kalgoorlie recently a policeman said
to me, "Mfy wife is in the Kalgoorlie hospi-
I al, and I want a little assistance in regard
to the money 'she is expected to pay." 1
told him that if -he wrote to Mr. Tratman,
the secretary, and pointed out that if he was
hardly pressed, doubtless some arrangement
might he arrived at. The policeman replied
that hie had the education of his young-
sters to think of, and, consequently hie did
not want to pay anything. I said to him then
"You have come to the wrong man," and
then I told him to go to Ilades. I quote thiF
instance to show that the belief is general
that people can go to Government institu-
tions and get free treatment.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: They are not all
spoken to in the way you spoke to the
policeman.

1r. GREEN: I have a fair majority in
my electorate, and I can afford to talk like
tha.t.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The amount
placed on the Estimates for the Fremantle
hospital is the same as that of the previous
year. No complaint has come from the board.
As the member for Kalgoorlie has pointed
out there is too much imposition on both the
Government and the assisted hospitals and
though they are deserving of great help for
the work they carry on, it is not good that
they should be given more money than they
think they want.

Mr. CARPENTER: So far as the Fre-
mantle hospital board are concerned they
leave no stone unturned to secure payment
from those who are able to pay, but some
rule should be devised by which, say a
man's income shall be the standard to
guide the board in their charges.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: I should think that
is exactly what the hospitals would do.

Mr. CARPENTER: A man in receipt
of £2 or £4 goes into the hospital for treat-
ment, and then refuses to pay on the ground

that Tom Brown did not pay. The Hon-
orary Minister tried to lead the Committee
to believe that the board of the Fremantle
hospital were quite willing to submit to
the proposed reduction. If the hon. gentle-
man has not such an assurance from the
board he is misleading hon. members, and
the saving, shown will be an utterly unreal
one, since the board will have to be further
assisted before the close of the financial
year.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Printing, £45,903-agreed to.
Vote-Police, £130,627:
Item, Commissioner, £672.
Mr. LAMBERT: Members of the police

force who enlist are refused leave of absence,
and thus are compelled to resign. That is
hardly the way to encourage recruiting
among the force.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It is impossible
to keep on appointing temporary con-
stables. The men who are trained in
order to fill the places of constables who
enlist, cannot be put off when those who
have enlisted return. The rule to which
the hon. member (Mr. Lambert) takes
exception was instituted by the previous
Government, though we endorse it. Con-
stables returning from the Front will cer-
tainly receive first consideration in the
event of there being vacancies ; and that
promise is given to them when they leave.

Vote put and passed.
This completed the Estimates of the

Colonial Secretary's Department.
Education Department (Hon. H. P.

Colebatch, Minister)-the Premnier (Hon.
Frank Wilson)-in charge of the votes:

Vote-Education, £333,766:
Mr. GREEN: Grave danger is likely

to result to the cause of education in
Western Australia from the numerous
enlistments of male teachers. Certainly,
all classes of the community should be
prepared to help the Mother Country at
the Front ; but it should be made clear to
the male school-teachers that they are not
expected to volunteer as freely as other
sections of the community. Men of other
occupations can be spared better. As
the father of a family, I find that tuition
of boys by women teachers does not fur.
nish that discipline which is essential to
thorough training of boys. From the
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praiseworthy readiness of male State school
teachers to volunteer, serious trouble is
likely to accrue to our educational system.

.Mr. FOLEY: I differ entirely from the
hon. member (Mr. Green) on this point.
The question of who can best be spared
is one for decision by the individual, accord-
ing to a. vote recently taken. I do not
think the school teachers have done more
than other classes have done. Every man
available is needed at the Front, and it
would be a small matter, comparatively
§peakrng, if our children went entirely
without tuition for the next two years by
reason of enlistments of teachers. That
would be a small sacrifice to make for the
sake of winning the war.

.Mr. LAMBERT: I regret the absence
from these Estimates of any provision
for dental attention to children attending
State schools-a provision made by prac-
tically all civilised countries. If Parlia-
ment had any idea of the disabilities
imposed on children by the lack of skilled
dental attention, the necessary funds would
be voted. I trust the Minister will make
a note of my suggestion.

Item, Government schools, forage,
lodging, district, cleaning, and retiring
allowances, and proportion of leave
£240,500.

Mir. COLLIER : This does not strike
one as an expanding item, but it shows
a large increase.

The Minister for Works : This is for
new schools.

The PREMIER: I have no details as
to the increased number of new schools,
but I know that there has been an ever
increasing number each year. The Educa-
tion vote has advanced enormously. This
Item is to pay the salaries of teachers and
numerous other charges against the De-
partment.

Mr. Walker: 'Where is the chief increase ?
The PREMIER: The fact that so many

teachers have gone to the front has helped
to increase the expenditure here, because
they get a proportion of their allowances
when they go away. They get the leave
that is due to them and are paid for that.
The number of children in the State is also
increasing, and school accommodation has
to be provided for them. We have also
decided to establish schools where there

are eight children of school age, instead of
10 as heretofore. The estimate makes
provision for that. The. expenditure on
education has certainly increased during
the last five years from 15s. per head of
the population to something over £1. That
is the result of the increase in our child
population. The employment of so many
women teachers is due to the fact that so
many of the male teachers have enlisted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I find
that the Education Department are asking
for £41,000, principally for new schools
and additions and alterations to existing
schools, for the current 12 months. If
they get any portion of that sum they
will want an increased amount for teachers,
books furniture, etc.

Mr. HEITMANN: In my opinion closer
scrutiny should be paid to the Education
Department than is paid, and it is necessary
that Parliament should see that good
value is obtained for the money that is
expended. I think a considerable saving
could be effected in the Department. It
is not generally known that in addition to
the salary that a teacher receives there is
the ridiculously extravagant custom of
providing up to as high as £C70 a year for
quarters. The first class school teacher
is paid a salary of from £380 to £E450 a
year, and if such a teacher is not provided
with quarters he receives in addition £70
a year in lieu thereof.

Mr. Angwin: Where quarters are pro-
vided they are very often not made use of.

Mr. HEITMAXYNT: That is often the
case In East Perth some time ago the
head teacher did not live in his quarters
but received £60 a year allowance for
quarters all the same. In the early days
a house allowance for teachers was required
because of the difficulty of securing it.
That state of affairs does not exist to-day,
particularly in the City. Some teachers
who are getting £400 a year are occupying
houses of their own and are paying for them
out of their house allowances. If I had
my way I should cut off the greater portion
of these house allowances. Why should a
teacher be paid £70 a year because there
do not happen to be quarters attached
to his school ? It is wrong that we should
not know what the teachers are actually
receiving in this direction. With regard
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to the teachers who have volunteered
for war service, I would like to mention
the case of a highly paid teacher who has
only volunteered for home service. In a
case of this sort it is far better that the
Education Department should have the
services of that teacher than that the
Military Department should have them.
They should not be allowed to go to the
Military Department simply to swank
about Perth in uniform. One of these
teachers told the Education Department
that his services were demanded by the
Military authorities with the result that the
Education Department allowed him to go.

Mir. Collier: He did not go to the front.
Mr. HEJTMANN: No. He is a Major

and is swanking about the country doing
practically nothing.

Mr. Collier: He does not intend to go
away. He would do better service to the
State in his school.

Mr. HEITMANK: Yes. There is a
greater shortage of teachers than there is
of officers for home service. I know of
another teacher who discovered that his
long service leave was due.

M/r. Collier: There is plenty of returned
soldiers who could have filled the place
of that Major in camp.

Mr. HEITMALNN: After pulling the
strings, this particular individual was
mobilised and asked the department for
his long leave. The Chief Inspector, how-
ever, told him he could not have it. One
of the conditions of his military appointment
was that he should get his long leave.
This meant that his patriotism was in the
direction of receiving 30s. a day from the
Military Department and, say, £1 a day
f or his long service leave. We should
refuse to give any teacher or civil servant
leave for military service within the State.
In next year's Estimates the Committee
should be enabled to see exactly what the
teachers receive.

Mr. ANGWIN: I wish to warn the
Minister for Works that he will finid the
greatest difficulty in keeping down the
education vote. There is no other depart-
ment so insistent in demands for new
works.

Mr. COLLIER: This item should be
differently presented. It is altogether too
comprehensive. The salaries ought to be

shown separately. The increase is £16,009
as against last year's increase of £10,000.

The Premier: Of that, £5,000 is ex-
plained by the 7-89 reduction last year.
You closed the schools on Fridays.

Mr. COLLIER: I am not going to cavil
at the expenditure, but it requires to he
watched. We are already paying £333,000
or over £1 per head of the population, and
this does not include all the cost of educa-
tion by any means. I would offer no
objection to the establishment of now
schools in remote districts, but the Govern-
ment were not justified in increasing ex-
penditure by reducing the school age from
six years to five years. I have refrained
from sending my own children to school
until the age of seven. A child starting
school a year or two later will catch up to
the others in six months. Moreover, the
sending of babies to school means a cry
for additional buildings. At a time like
this, when the utmost economy is required,
we could well have left the school age
at six years.

Mr. WALKER: I do not object to the
incremhent the vote shows, because if there
be anything we should not begrudge it
is the expenditure of money on developing
the intellectual resources of the State.
There is room for two opinions even on the
point as to the age at which to send a
child to school. Some young children are
far better at school than wandering about
acquiring bad habits and questionable
tastes.

Mr. Thomas: But five is too young.
Mr. WALKER: It is all according to the

nature, disposition, and environment of
the child. The infant classes are virtually
courses of play. The school can be made
a place of happy interest to the child. There
is where our reform should come in. Some-
thing has been done in that direction
by our system of making our early lessons
really play lessons which are intimately
associated with facts to be subsequently
acquired. Our system is the best in Aus-
tralia ; there is nothing in the Common-
wealth to surpass it. In regard to our
teachers we are not doing too much for
them when we are supplying them with
quarters. I think we ought to give them
full recognition of the value of the services
they render. Therefore I do not see that
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we can save much money on that score.
Our teachers a; a body are underpaid and
when the State has become affluent again,
if it ever does under the administration
of the present Government, I shall expect
adequate recognition of their services.

Vote put and passed.

Public Works Department (Hon. W. J.
George, Minister).

Vote,-Public Works and Buildings,
£112,005:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George-Murray-Wellington) [1 '0
a.m.] : In introducing the estimates of
this department I would like to say that
the late Minister and myself are proud
of the manner in which the staff have
responded to the call of duty. No fewer
than 41 officers have joined the colours.
Of these 27 were on the permanent staff
drawing salaries amounting to £4,104 per
annum, and we replaced them with 16
temporary officers whose salaries amount
to £2,149. We reduced the number of
officers by 11 and the cost was decreased
by nearly £2,000. The temporary officers
who enlisted numbered 14, their salaries
amounting to £2,175. Those 14 men were
replaced by seven officers who are drawing
£9932. There has therefore been a re-
duction in this instance of seven officers and
a saving of £1,243. Whereas in 1912-13
the, salaries of the Public Works Depart-
ment amounted to £C57,639, they have
gradually been brought down until this
year the total is £C42,073. That amount
would have been £2,000 less but for the
establishment of the Wyndham freezing
works, in regard to the construction of
which several well paid officers are em-
ployed. There is Mr. Dalton, the engineer,
who is drawing £750, and Mr. Spurr, the
supervisor, who is receiving £500. Of the
total of 142.073 only £9,007 is being spent
out of revenue, £3,500 is being taken from
Property Trst and £30,000 from loan.
With regard to the loan expenditure we
are very anxious that the Premier shall
be enabled to go to the conference in
the Eastern Sfates. If he does not go
there and does not bring hack loan money,
I am afraid the £30,000 representing
salaries will not be available and there
must follow a reduction of the staff. Unless

the Premier succeeds in getting money
there must be drastic retrenchment so
far as the whole of the civil service is
concerned, because there will not be any
money with which to pay them, and if
that retrenchment comes about I shall not
be satisfied unless it is extended not only
to the civil service but to members of
Parliament in this and the other Chamber.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Why did not the
Premier tell us this in the budget ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
speaking with the Premier's authority.

Mr. Collier: The Premier should not
have withheld this from us.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member knows the position as well
as I do. Here is all this nonsense going
on to-night and last night and a deliberate
attempt being made to burke the passing
of the Estimates.

Mr. Collier: On a point of order, is the
Minister for Works justified in saying that
this House has been engaged in a deliberate
attempt to burke the closing of the Estimnates?
The remark is a reflection on members on
this side of the House and the Minister is
distinctly out of order. I ask that he
should withdraw those remarks.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
say, " Unnecessary discussion with a certain
object in view."

Mrx. Collier: What is the matter with
you ; why are you running amok like
this ?

Mr. W. D. Johnson: The Minister has
no right to cast a reflection on members
by saying that we aie deliberately attempt-
ing to prevent the Premier getting away.
I ask that it be withdrawn.

Mr. Collier: As a matter of fact there
has been an arrangement to let the Premier
get away.

Mr. Angwin: I think I was justified in
drawing attention to several items on the
Estimates. I consider the Ministers' re-
marks quite uncalled for.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: it
is a matter of opinion and I have expressed
my opinion.

The CHAIRMAN: I think under the
circumstances, the Minister had better
withdraw the remark that hon. members
wished to burke the closing of the Estimates.
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* The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
will withdraw hut I honestly believed they
were prolonging the discussion.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister used
the word " deliberately."

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
withdraw " deliberately," but I honestly
believe it. I do not know that I have
anything further to say except that I am
prepared to answer questions that hon.
members might desire to ask. With regard
to that white elephant, the Wyndhiam
freezing works, we hope of course during
the current year to bring some sort of order
into it. The present estimate of the cost
of construction is £,500,000 and goodness
only knows where the money is to come
from. It is causing the gravest anxiety
to every member of the Ministry and to
every officer of the department.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford) [1- 12
ain.]: The Minister for Works in introduc-
ing his estimates made a pronouncement
in regard to the Government policy that
we cannot allow to pass without comment.
If the position is as the hon. member has
stated, that we have arrived at a stage
that unless the Premier can return from
Melbourne with money in his pocket there
will be wholesale retrenchment, then it
was certainly the Premier's duty to outline
that in delivering his budget. It is rather
late in the day. for such a pronouncement
to be made. We have passed more than
half of the Estimates. When the Premier
introduced his Budget, I believed that
he had a reasonable prospect of obtaining
the money he needed. Now the Committee
are told that if the Premier cannot bring
back money from Melbourne there is going
to be a Black Wednesday and a wholesale
closing down of public works. I contend
that the Premier ought to have taken
Parliament and the people into his con-
fidence when delivering his Budget.

Mr. COLLIER (Boulder) - [1 - 16 a.m]
Had it not been for the erratic utterances
of the Minister for Works, I should not
have taken part in the discussion of the
Works Estimates. The Minister saw fit
to chastise members for what he was
pleased to term "wasted time "-time,
that is to say, spent in passing the Esti-
mates. Can the Minister point out any
instance within the past six years when

Estimates went through in even double
the space of time which thine are occupy-
ing ?

The Minister for Works: The present
times are utterly different.

Mr. COLLIER: Has the whole world
turned upside down in the three months
since we left office?

The Minister for Works : You left things
in such a mess.

Mr. COLLIER: The Minister for Works
says that we left things in a mess ; and
yet the Ministry come cap in hand to the
messers and muddlers, saying " We are so
hopelessly bogged, we have got ourselves
so utterly discredited not only with our
supporters but also with the people of the
country ; please will you come and help
us out of the mess ?"

The Minister for Works: Who said
that ?

Mr. COLLIER: Members on the opposite
side have, in this Chamber, begged the
leader of the Opposition to come to the
aid of the Government. The leader of
the Country party made that request, for
one.

Mr. Nairn: Where did the suggestion
originate ?

Mr. W. D. Johnson: In the Press.
Mr. COLLIER: Practically, the Govern-

ment fell on their knees to beg aid from
those who, according to Ministers, made
the mess. On our Estimates the members
of the present Government talked by the
day ; each department used to occupy a
whole sitting. These Estimates are being
passed in three days. And, in the face of
that, the Minister for Works takes mem-
bers on this side to task for wasting time !
The Minister definitely said, " I want
to tell the Committee, and through the
Committee the country-and I am speaking
with full knowledge-that unless the Pre-
mier comes hack with the money that he
is going to Melbourne for, there is going
to be drastic retrenchment in the public
service." That was a pronouncement of
policy. If the statements of the inister
for Works are correct, the Premier is
withholding from the *Committee in-
formation which we were entitled to have
on the delivery of the Budget. It is
evident that the Government have decided
on retrenchment.
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The Minister for Works: If I do not
get the maoney to carry out the works, how
can I carry them out ?

Mr. COLLIER: The Minister is shifting
his ground. What he said was that unless
the Premier obtained money in Melbourne
there would have to be drastic retrench-
ment throughout the public service.

Mr. Scaddan: That money will be loan
money-, not revenue.

The Minister for Works: I have on my
Estimates £30,000 of wages and salaries
to be paid out of loan moneys.

Mr. COLLIER: Towards the end of
the Estimates we get a pronouncement
on policy. The Minister for Works said,
"I am not speaking only for my own
department, but for all the departments."
Such a pronouncement on policy should
have come from the leader of the Govern-
ment, and in the Budget speech, instead of
coming as it does now when the Estimates
are finishing.

The Minister for Works: You are putting
words into my mouth.

Mr. COLLIER: I am quoting the
Minister absolutely. The matter has evi-
dently been discussed, because the Min-
ister said that the retrenchment must
extend even tu Parliament.

The Minister for Works: That is my
opinion, at any rate.

Mir. COLLIER: If members had been
desirous of holding up these Estimates, they
could have been held up for a month. The
Minister for Works said that -we were de-
laying the Estimates for the purpose of
preventin~g the Premier from going to the
Eastern States.

The 1\inister for Works: That will be
the effect, anyhow.

Mr. COLL.IER: There is not a member on
this side but has said that it is the duty
of the Premier to attend the conference in
Melbourne. Had not that been the view of
members sitting in Opposition, the discus-
sion of each department's Estimates could
easily have been made to extend over a
week. I am wasting time because of the
irratonal and indiscreet utterances of the
Mi6nister for Works. My recollection of the
Minki-er. when sitting on this side and dis-
cussing the previous Government's Esti-
mates. is most vivid. The trouble is that

the Government held up the business of
Parliament for seven weeks unnecessarily.
The Minister rushed into the Chamber and
made charges about this side of the House
holding up the Estimates with the deliberate
intention of preventing the Premier from
going to the Eastern States to attend the
Premiers' Conference.

The Minister for Works: You have said
that twi~c before.

The CHAIRMAN: These interjections
are only prolonging the discussion.

Mr. COLLIER: If the Minister had not
made his stupid introductory remarks the
Estimates would probably have been put
through hy this time. I merely rose to refer
to the policy of retrenchment wvhich is ap-
parently going to he pursued by the Gov-
ernment, and to express my strong resent-
ment at the remarks of the Minister regard-
ing hon. members who have been sitting here
for all these hours doing what they con-
sidered to he their duty.

Mr. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[1.32 a.m.] : I also desire to enter my em-
phatic protest against the statement made hy
the Minister for Works in introducing his
section of the Estimates. I know of no mem-
her who sat in opposition when the late Gov-
ernment were in office who did so much talk-
ing or who had less practical knowledge of
what he was talking about than the bon. mem-
her in connection with the Estimates that
were introduced last year. Last year the Esti-
mates were introduced on the 14th September
and were not finalised until the 27th October.
This amount of time was given for the pur-
pose of allowing members to consider the
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for
the year. The Minister for Works now
talks about a wilful waste of time when the
Budget was only introduced on Thursday
night last.

Mr. Collier: It is a record.
Mr. SCADDAN: It is. On the occasion

of dealing with last year's Estimates, the
Minister for Works made the following
speeches: speech on the financial policy, page
1315, Mines 1487, Woods and Forests 1491,
Lands and Surveys, 1541, 1545, 1549, 1550,
1553, 1554. Agriculture 1565, Police 1472-4,
Public Works and Buildings 1942, Avondale
and Harvey Estates 1947, Meat Stall Sup-
plies 1992, 2000, State Brick Works 2008,
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20-09, 2012, 2013, State Fish Supplies 2021,
State Hotels 2122, State Implement and En-
gineering Works 20 31, State Quarries 2036,
2039, State Steamship Service 2955, and
State Sawmills 2069.

Mr. Munsie: Does that include all the
members of the Opposition?

Mr. SCADDAN: It is the Minister for
Works alone.

Mr. Carpenter: There are over 30 speeches
in that.

Mr. SCADDAN: When members speak on
the Estimates, and particularly when deal-
ing with items, a verbatim report of members'
speeches is not taken by Hansard. If verba-
tim reports were taken I venture to state
that there was contained in those speeches
of the Minister for Works sufficient to form
a volume as! great as could have been formed
on the whole Estimates by the speeches of
members of the Opposition.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
9co. Suppose it were so?

Mr. SCADDAN: I do protest against the
attitude of the Minister and the ungenerous
statements he has made. I am sure that
the Premier himself would agree with me
that the assertions were most ungenerous.
When the Premier came. to me in the first
instance and showed me the wires which were
pa9Sing between himself and the Prime Min-
ister with regard to his attendance at the
financial conference in the Eastern States I
told him that at whatever cost, even if it
meant holding up Parliament for two monthis
and his going away before the Estimates were
put through, hie must attend that conference.
.I also said that, as far as I was concerned,
wve as a party were prepared to do anything
in reason to enable him to get away. And
we have done it. I recognised the fact that
after all the interests of the State must be
considered. Then the Minister for Works
comes bouncing in and makes this accusa-
tion against us, and blames us for having to
introduce his Estimates so early in the morn-
ing. As a matter of fact we have made mar2 '
vellous progress in the passing of the Esti-
mates. It constitutes a record.

Mr. Collier: And yet he rushes in and
bounces in this way.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Minister might have
been generous enough-

The Minister for Works: Do get on.

Mr. SCADDAN: To have admitted that
is was unfortunate that he should be called
upon'to explain his part of the Estimates at
one o'clock in the morning.

The Minister for Works: I did not mean
that, if you will get on.

Mr. SCADDAN: Then what is the Minis-
ter's complaint?

The Minister for Works: I want to, get on.
I want to get them through and get home.

Mr. Collier: You are not running the
House.

Mr. SCADDAN: If the Minister desires
to get on and get home my advice to
him is to get the Premier -to come
in and take over his Estimates and allow
hini to go home. There is no member
on this side of the Chamber who
would not willingly pair with the hon.
gentlemuan, in order to get rid of him. Does
the Minister imiagine for a moment that
he can come rushing into his place on a
question affecting the expenditure of pub-
lic works and brow-beat members in this
way ?

Mr. Collier: And bully them and chastise
them.

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes, and bully them.
Does the Minister consider that we are a
lot of children? We have given the Esti-
mates fair consideration. There was never
the same consideration extended to any pre-
-vious Government in the State on the Esti-
mates than has been given to them by the
Opposition on this occasion.

The Minister for Works: The bon. mem-
ber brow-heat enoug-h when he sat here.

Mr. SCADDAN: That is not so. Let the
Minister look up the records. There has
niever been less holding up of the Estimates,
either on the general discussion or on the
items, than there has been on this occasion.

The Minister for Lands: You are quite
right.

Mr. SCADDAN: And yet the Minister
nmakes a charge of this nature a gainst us.
H~e has declared that there has been delay
in the passing of these Estimates, a delib-
erate delay for the purpose of preventing
this State from being represented at the
financial conference, although we have put
aside everything to enable the Premier to
attend. If we had wished to do otherwise
-we could have introduced a no-confidence
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motion for the purpose of clearing the
atmosphere, and hung up everything. We
set that aside, however, and determined
that in the interests of the State the Pre-
mier must attend the conference. We
made a bargain and have it kept fairly,
and lion. members are seeing the Es-
timates through. I told the Premier yes-
terday that they would be put through.
There has not been a -word from this side
of the House about reporting progress.
We know the Estimates have to be put
through. Is that any reason, however, why
every bon. member who desires to make
some remarks upon some particular ques-
tion should be brow-beaten by the Minis-
ter for Works, and then charged with whbat
is tantamount to breaking an arrangement
made with the Premier? The Minister
ought to be manly enough to get up and
withdraw such a statement, and apologise
f or having made it.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [1.38 a.m.] :I
cannot allow the statements of the Minister
for Works to go by without entering my pro-
test also against the unwarranted insinua-
tions he made immediately he entered the
Chamber. It is only characteristic of that
gentleman. I have had some exp~erience of
him. I suppose that his liver is out of
order and that he could not restrain his
tongue. If there is any blame attachable
to anyone, if the Estimates did not go
through in time for the Premier to go to
the Eastern States for the conference--

Mr. Collier: He is responsible.
Mr. MUNSIE: The blame lies at the

door of the Minister for Works and his
party sitting on the Ministerial benches.

Mr. Collier: It is the Minister for
Works who is to blame.

The Minister for Works: What have I
said 1

Mr. MUNSIE: They first of all secured
a seven weeks' adjournment for the election
of the new Ministers, a period longer than
any that has been given before. They then
got a three wreeks' adjournment in connec-
tion with the Referendum campaign, and
have delayed the introduction of the Esti-
mates to the last possible moment, and then
at half past one in the morning when we
are on nearly the last Vote of the Esti-
mates we have the Minister for Works get-

ting up and charging members on this side
of the House with making a deliberate at-
tempt to prevent the Premier from getting
away to the Eastern States. I am pre-
pared to pair with the Premier and go out
and never come in any more if he wants to
go to the Eastern States. There is no fear
of snap votes from this side of the House
if he wants to get away. If the members
of the Ministry and their followers will
only go outside and arrange for the Minister
for Works to go home and out of the
House, he will get his Estimates through
quicker than by any other procedure.

Mr. Collier: We will put them through
en bloc if he will go out.

Mr. MUNSIE: I believe that the Minister
realises that he has made a mistake,
that his statements were unjust and unwar-
ranted, even in the eyes of his colleagues.
He tried to put off the member for Boulder
when he was making his reply by saying
that he was only referring to his own par-
ticular Estimates and the officers employed
in the Public Works Department. He did,
nothing of the kind, however. I admit be
did mention that £30,000 was contained in
the expenditure in connection with his own
Department. hut hip -went, fiurther and said it
applied to every Department in the State.
What is more, he said that if they did not
get the money it would have to apply even
to members of Parliament.

.Mr. Angxvin: The Premier said in his
Budget that he had a million of money.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister for Works
knows more about finances than the Premier.

The Minister for Works: No,. I do not.
Mr. MUNSIE: He believes in his own

mind that he does.
The Minister for Works: I know what I

am talking about, and that wvhat I am talking,
ahout is all right.

Mr. MUNSIE: There is nothing under the
sun that the Minister does not profess to
be an authority upon.

The Minister for Works: If I did not
know more than the bon. member I should
know very little.

Mr. MUNSIE: Probably. It is a peculiar
habit of the Minister to get up and make
definite statements to the effect that what
he says is absolutely true, and it is just
as much a habit with him to get up the next
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day and absolutely contradict what he said
the day before.

The Minister for Works: I do nothing of
the sort.

Mr. MUNSIE: I know it is true.

The Minister for Works: You do not.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do. I know that we can
never pin the hon. gentleman down to mak-
ing a definite statement. When he was chair-
man of the select committee, which I also
served on, he satisfied me that he did not
know what he was talking about.

The Minister for Works: You said just
now that I made definite statements.

Mr. MUNSIE: And just as definitely con-
tradicted them the very next day.

The Minister for Works: What a pity you
cannot let your natural nature come out.

Mr. MUNSIE: What a pity the hon. gen-
tleman cannot control himself when he has
got on to the Ministerial benches.

The Minister for Works: I can control
myself.

Mr. IM'UNSIE: It does not matter what
has been discussed in the Chamber no other
member of the House has ever occupied
half the time of the Chamber that the Minis-
ter for W~,orks has done. When on this side
he was up on every posible occasion, and
all his contributions to the debates were
simply so much waste time. I am sorry the
IAlinister lost his block in introducing his
Estimates to-night, and I have no doubt he
himself sees reason to he sorry for it by this
time. However, I will be quite fair, and
congratulate the Minister on the economies
effected in his department.

Mir. Angwin: They were all in training
before he got there.

Mir. MIJNSIE: It is the only department
in which we have found evidence of real
economies.

Mir. Carpenter: A considerable percentage
of his staff has gone to the war.

Mir. MIJNSIE: But in every other depart-
ment there has been a similar exodus, not-
withstanding which we find increases in cost
of administration. I was astonished at hear-
ing the Minister say that up to date the
Wyndham Freezing Works have cost
£500,000. It is the more astonishing in view
of the fuss the hon. member made when the
late Government endeavoured to get the

work carried out for much less than half the
amount.

SThe Minister for Works: And made a
botch of it.

Mr. MUNSIE: You helped to make a
botch of it. When Mr. IDunkerley, the
principal witness, came before the select
committee he had answers to all the ques-
tions he was to be asked. Apparently he
and the hon. member had discussed it for
weeks before.

The Minister for Works: I object to that.
I had but one interv'iew with Mr. Dunker-
icy before he gave evidence. Then I saw
him for five minutes, and again when he
came before the committee. I did not see
him afterwards.

Mr. MUNSLE: I will accept the Minister's
statement. Still it was a peculiar coinci-
dence that the hon. member apparently knew
of every document that Mir. Dunkerley bad
in his pocket.

The Minister for Works: I told the com-
mittee that Mir. Dunkerley had shown me his
documents at Durack's office.

Mr. Angwvin: There was no estimate of
X500,000 -when I left the department.

The Minister for Works: Nor -when I went
there; but they have it up to that now.

Mr. MUNSIE: The evidence the hon.
member made so much capital out of, he got
second-hand from Mr. Dunkerley, -who said
he had heard Mr. Nevanas' secretary say
they had an agreement for the management
of the works.

The Minister for Works: A Royal Com-
mission is to inquire into all this.

Mr. ML'NSIE: At all events I hope that
other Ministers whose Estimates are still to
come before us will curb their passions and
their tongues when introducing them, and
will not indulge in the unjustifiable state-
ments the Minister for Works was guilty of.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [1.55 a.m.]: I am
sorry the good feeling that previously ex-
isted in the Chamber has been dissipated by
the Minister for Works. It was very unwise
in him to take up the attitude he did. There
has been no stonewalling on the Estimates
thus far, indeed they have been going
through in record time. If the statement
made by the Minister is true, it is our duty
to ruthlessly cut down these Estimates. There
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was no more trenchant critic of the Labour
Government and the deficit than the present
Minister for Works. What I would specially
complain of is the unfair attitude adopted
by the Press toward the Labour Govern-
ment. There was displayed in big
headlines "Another deficit," "maladminis-
tration of the State's affairs." Are the
newspapers saying that now? I am
not squirming at their criticism but
we have to admit that we were subjected
to unjust criticism over the trading concerns.
But all that happened then was nothing as
compared to what has taken place during
the past three mouths of the administration
of the lpresent Government. We heard much
about the goodwill that wvas to prevail dur-
ing the discussion on the Estimates. Where
has that good-will gone? I do not think
there is any goodwill in the constitution of
the M~iister for Works. When the Premier
delivered his budget nothing but good feel-
ing- was manifested by members on this side
of the House and it has to be remembered
that there is not one item in the Estimates
that we could not hold up if we wanted to
do so.

The Premier: Yes, we know what you can
do if you like.

iMr. POLEY: It was most unkind of the
Minister for Works to say that we -wished
to prevecut the Premier from going to Mel,
bourne to attend the financial conference.
If the Premier had to go to London to raise
money and it required him six months for
that purpose we would have assisted him to
get a-way. We do not want a black Thurs-
day in this State and -we are not going to
have it. To keep it a-way this side of the
House would be just as eager to hielp as the
other side. The Premier and the member
for Irwin (Mr. Gardiner) have declared that
the finances are above party; that being so
I challenge the Premier and the Minister
for Works to deny that they would not ac-
cept the hon. member's assistance in the
direction of straightening out the existing

-position of affairs. The help of members on
this side of the Hou 'se is just as necessary
as that of members on the Ministerial side
and the sooner that is realised by the Minis-
ter for Wnrks, and the sooner that hon.
gentleman drops the tactics he has followed

this evening the better it will be for the
State generally. When the Minister for
Works makes a statement to the effect that
we are barking the progress of the Esti-
mates, a statement which has no foundation
whiatev~er, it is our duty to let him know that
we will not sit down quietly under such an
unwarranted accusation. We could not
allow such a statement as that made by the
Minister for Works to pass unchallenged,
for if we did it might be thought that there
was some truth in it. The Minister referred
to the Wyndham freezing works as a white
elephant and he told the House that the
latest estimated cost of these works was half
a million. Up to the present time these
works have not cost the State half that
amount but if the Minister for Works
Wishes to practise economy, I contend he
should stop that work straight away. If it
is a -white elephant, as the Minister declared,
it is not much use going on with it. I am
not wedded to the Wyadham freezing works
and if they are not going to prove a paying
proposition, then the Minister should stop
any further expenditure on them. Our in-
dustries are in a bad enough way at the,-
present time and there is money to be spent
eve ryxvhere. Alongside that there is money
to be saved in many directions, and we are
wvilling to assist to save that money and to
help the Government to get the Estimates.
through. I trust that the other Ministers
will not use arguments similar to those which
the Minister for Works chose, hut that in
contradistinction to that hon. gentleman
they will show some appreciation of the
friendly spirit which has been displayed by
members on this side of the House towards
the Government.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle) [2.15
a.m.I I: I too desire to make a few comments
on the remarks of the Minister for Works
in introducing the Estimates of his depart-
meat, remarks which were made without
thought, and. I hope, -without authority. I
refer to the Minister's remarks abont one of
the largest public works now in hand, in-
deed the only one of any magnitude, and one
which, unhappily for the good of the coun-
try, the hon. gentleman himself has charge
of-the Wyndham freezing works. His hos-
tile and unsympathetic spirit as regards that
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work was disclosed by his previous attitude
towards it; and his being in charge of it
now must be regarded as a disaster to this
country. I ask the Treasurer to consider
whether he is justified in allowing the mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington to retain charge
of the Wyndham freezing works, to which
the member for Murray-Wellington has re-
ferred as a "white elephant."

The Minister for Works: Do you charge
me 'with deliberately letting my feelings go
against my duty?

Mr. CARPENTER: I am quoting the
Minister's own words.

The Minister for Works: You are putting
an interpretation of your own on my words.

!Mr. CARPENTER: I want Parliament
and the country to realise the danger. I
want the Premier to consider the advisa-
bility of sacking the Minister for Works in
his night-shirt. The Premier must realise
that the cost of the works will depend
largely on the ability-if there he any-and
the sympathy of the Minister for Works.
Again and again have we had occasion to
complain of the non-success of works and
-undertakings simply because the men in
charge were not in sympathy with the pro-
j ects. An instance of such want of sym-
pathy -was given by the speech just de-
livered by the Minister for Works. He has
said on various occasions that the Wyndham
freezing works ought not to be started, and
that they wvill be a "white elephant." The
danger is that he may, unconsciously, prove
his 'words by constructing the works in au
uneconomical way. He may spend half a
million sterling on them without completing
them, and then come to this Chamber and
say, "I told you the works could not be con-
tructed for half a million." During his
mission to M~elbourne the Premier will find
the Minister for Works, his own colleague,
the worst obstacle in his way. The Premier
wvill have to inform the Federal Treasurer
what the loan money to be granted to West-
ern Australia will be spent on. As soon as
onr Premier tells Mr. Hughes that this State
is committed to the building of freezing
works at Wyndham, to cost half a million,
Mr. Hughes will say, "You do not expect me
to furnish you with money for that purpose,

do you? One of your own colleagues says
the works will he a failure."

The Premier: I do not think Mr. Hughes
will bother his head about our freezing
works.

-Mr. CARPENTER: I shall not be sun-
prisd if the statement made by the Minister
for Works appears in to-morrow's Mel-
bourne newspapers, under the headline
"White Elephant at Wyndham." I cannot
think how the Premier will get out of the
hole that his colleague has dug for him. I
regret that the Minister for Works adopted
so arrogant and pugnacious an attitude in
introducing his Estimates. However, I ex-
cuse him on the ground of his recent ill-
health. When he sees his words in print he
will be ashamed of them and will apologise
to the Committee.

Mr. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle)
[2.25 n.m.] : The Works Department are
to be complimented on keeping their Esti-
mates within reasonable bounds. Undoubt-
edly, some of the State's best officers are
to he found in that department, as is evi-
denced by these Estimates. In connection
with several departments I have found oc-
casion to drawv attention to large increases
in the clearical division. I have pointed out
that 'where there is a decrease in one clerical
item there is generally a large increase in
the temporary assistance estimate. In that
respect the Works Department's Estimates
differ from all the other Estimates. When
works to be constructed out of loan moneys
are not in progress, wages and salaries pay-
able out of loan funds, naturally, sho-w a
very considerable decrease. The Minister
for Works has stated that the estimated cost
of the Wyndiham freezing works was half
a million. But we know very well that the
first estimate of the officers of the Public
Works Department was £205,000. Just
prior to leaving office I had an estimate
prepared without reference to the contract
previously considered. This latter estimate
was based on 100 per cent. above Perth
costs. On that point there is a difference
of opinion. Some of the officers considered
that from 50 to '75 per cent, would cover
the increase over Perth costs. They pointed
out that as regards material the extra cost
would only be the total of shipping and
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handling charges. On that basis, I believe,
the estimate was something under £C300,000.

The Minister for Works: It was £273,000.
Mr. ANG WIN: To that amount the cost

of the jetty and the water supply was to
be added. However, that estimate is a
long way short of £500,000. The cost of
certain* machinery which has not yet been
provided will be increased owing to the wvay.

The Minister for Works: One hundred
and twenty thousand pounds' worth of
machinery.

Mir. ANGWIN: However, £60,000 worth
of material was taken over from Mr. Ne-
vanas. I am assured by the engineer that
this material, if purchased at present, would
show an increase of £,30,000 in cost. I asked
the engineer -whether hie had gone into the
matter in detail. He replied that, being
very busy, he had not, but that the cost of
steel work, of which there is a large quan-
tity needed, had risen approximately 100
per cent. On one occasion I discussed the
matter with Mr. Pearce, who was acting for
Mr. Tindale; and Mr. Pearce thought the
value of the material was from £30,000 to
£C40,000 greater than the price paid by the
late Government to Nevanas. We know
that Mr. Pearce is one of thie best engineers
in the State and is not given to exaggerated
statements. If the expenditure has gone up
£C200,000 since then I cannot account for it.

The Minister for Works: I will show you
the estimates any time you like.

Mr. ANGWIN: An increase of £200,000
since last July is a large amount. The Min-
ister said that the £276,000 was based on
100 per cent, above Perth prices. In exam-
ining the Estimates I regret to find that
there has not been sufficient money to carry
out the 'work required, and to supply thle
demands that are made upon the Depart-
ment. I notice that the item for mainten-
ance and repairs has been considerably in-
creased this year. My experience has been
that unless we watch very closely the item
for maintenance and repairs we do .lot
know what it is going to cost us. It is
necessary that every request should be care-
fully scrutinised, and that -we should see
that the demands which are made are for
things that are urgently needed at a time
like the present. In many of the Depart-
ments for which the Public Works have to

carry out repairs and maintenance the offi-
cers seem to think they have nothing to do
but to send in to that Department and have
thle work carried out. Unless these demands
are carefully scrutinised there is danger of
the estimates being largely exceeded. I can
assure the Minister that it will take up a lot
of his time to go into these important mat-
ters. We decided some time ago that the
Minister in charge of each department
should first see any request that was put
forward so that he should know how to regu-
late his Vote.

The Premnier: That is done now.
Mr. ANGWIN: Even in the Public Works

Department the Minister at one time did
not know how the Vote was expended. Last
year we did curtail a little owing to the
state of the finances, and it is a pity we
could not curtail a little more. I advise the
Minister to pay strict attention to this main-
enauce vote, or else he will find that it will
be largely exceeded at the end of the year.
It is regrettable that there is not more money
to carry out the works that axe absolutely
necessary in the interests of the State.

Vote put and passed.
This completed the Estimates of the

Public Works Department.
Mines Department (Hon. R. T. Robinson,

Minister).
Vote-Mines, £665,198:
The MI,1NISTER FOR MINES (Hon. R.

T. Robinson-Canning) [2.35 a.m.] : May I
first answer the question addressed to me by
the member for Boulder. He had noticed in
the Treasurer's Estimates a sum of £1,000
for the Royal Commission in connection
with alien enemies, and I promised him that
I would secure the actual figures for him as
I did not possess them at the time. The
total cost of thle Royal Commission upon
aliens in our mines amounted to £C432 16s.
9d., according to the details I have. The
only reason why the sum of £1,000 appeared
on the Estimates-it was a Treasury Depart-
mnent entry and was paid by the Treasury-
was that it was thought by the Department
at the time that it would run into - that
amount, but it has not reached quite half of
it. Although ,the mining industry has
sufflered in common with other industries it
has remained stable, and there are signs of
a renewed activity which will return with
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normal times. One of the present troubles
of the industry is the lack of miners. This
hampers the operations of those engaged in
the industry, and is largely due to the magni-
ficent response which has been made by those
fine fellows on the Goldfields to the call of
the Empire. These men have gone not only
from the large mines but from the small
shows as well, and that is clearly exhibited
by the decreased output from the large pro-
ducing mines, and the falling off in the
returns at the State batteries. During the
nine months of the present year the
tonnage treated at the State batteries
was, in round figures, 33,695 tons,
while for the corresponding period in the
year 1915 it was 37,295 tons. I hope it will
not be long before the tonnage reaches its
old level, and that it will go even higher.
The increased cost of mining brought about
by tlhe circumstances I have referred to mili-
tates against progressive mining and the pro-
gress of the industry. So, too, the Federal
restrictions placed upon the flotations of
companies have also, I have no doubt, acted
as a deterrent to the mining industry. Our
Yilgarn goldfield, one of the oldest in the
State, has shown renewed activity during the
past few years, and that activity is still
maintained. Westonia, -which is the chief
centre of that field, continnes to prosper,
andI its output sho-ws a fine increase. Dur-
ing the year 1915 there were 62,000 tons of
ore treated for the Westonia centre, pro-
ducing 42,0)00 ounces of gold, whilst for
eight months of this yenr the ore treated
amounted to approximately 43,000 tons, from
-which gold had been won of approximately
33,000 ounces. To put this in a way that
will be better understood by members , thle
ap~proximate monthly output was 5,1898 tons
of ore yielding 3,526 ounces for the year
1915, and for this year it has been 5,996
tons of ore producing 4,122 ouncesj of gold.
Other fields generally reflect the effects of
the abnormal times. There are, however,
signs of a revival at such places as the East
Murchison, the Mft. Margaret, and Yalgoo
goldfields. In the Murchison field the Pin-
nacles centre shows p~romise of becoming a
good producer, whilst at the Warriedar
centre, in the Yalgoo field, a State plant is
in course of erection,' and it is hoped will
prove of assistance to many good mines.

One of the parts of the State to which 1
have very much pleasure in drawing atten-
tion is the Phillips River. The State smelter
down there has enabled mine owners to
realise to the best advantage on the pro-
ceeds of their work, and has kept the dis-
trict prosperous. I will give hon. members
one instance of this. Only the other day
the owners of one property there put through
the smelter 4341/ tons of ore. This realised,
in copper 29 tons and gold 1,752 ounces, a
truly magnificent return. The advance by the
department on this parcel amounted to
£C6,142. This constitutes a record for any
one parcel received for treatment.

Mr. Collier: Ravensthorpe is my particular
ewe lamb.

The -MINISTER FOR MINES: I hope it
will grow into a sheep. In 1915 the gold
output was worth approximately £5,000,000,
wvhile in 1916 it was valued at a Elhade under
£C4.000,000. The coal output for 1915 was
valued at £137,000, and for the nine mouths
of this year £107,000. The total value of
coal raised to the 30th September last wvas
£1,616,668. Other minerals have been raised
to the value of £177,000, during 1915, whilst
for the first five months of this year their
value amounted to E140,t00O. The total value
of minerals, other than gold, raised to the
30th September last was £3,700,000. The
dividends for the year 1915 were valued at
£792,000, -whilst for the first nine months
of this year they were valued at £458,000.
Thle grand total of dividends paid by mining
companies in Western Australia to the 30th
September last amounts to £25 ,952,554.
Since recovering fromn the depression conse-
quent upon the outbreak of war tin has
maintained a fairly high price. At Green-
bushes there is comparative activity con-
sidering the abnormal times. The production
of black tin slumped from 600 tons in 1913
to 331 tons in 1914, and to 325 tons in 1915,
and for the first nine months of this year
the production has been 330 tons, valued at
£32,863, which is greater than the value of
the output for either of the two preceding
years. W ith regard to lead ore, the principal
mines at Northampton have been worked
with good results, and smaller mines have
been opened uip. A revival of interest is
expected in this long neglected field. The
price of lead ore has been well above the
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average for the previous year, namely,
£22 17s. Sd. The Commonwealth requires
lead ore smelted in Australia, and its
export to Britain has been forbidden.
However commendable this may be from a
national standpoint it has operated to
the disadvantage of producers of ore. The
Government have assisted the Fremantle
smelting works, which have been re-opened,
and have agreed to smelt lead ores for the
public at reasonable rates. At the Ilgarerie.
copper mine a high grade of ore continues
to be produced, and several parties of men
are at present employed there. At Whim
Well the mine has been worked with a few
men fairly constantly, and good prospects
are reported of a new company being
formed to work it on a large scale. Parcels
of ore that are being received from various
localities prove that the metal is largely dis-
tributed throughout the State, and it is par-
ticularly worthy of attention at the present
time because copper is being sold at such
high prices. At the Phillips River, to which
I hav e already referred, the works are pro-
gressing satisfactorily, and large sums are
paid to ore sellers and mine owners from
the surplusses which have been realised. The
high price of coke has been a serious draw-
back in inflating costs. Some of the miners
are short of money to continue -working be-
low water level, and assistance under the
Mlining Development Act is required to
equip them with machinery. The price of
copper remains high. The smelter product
for next year will be sold to the British
Munitions Ministry at £116 13s. 4d., dc-
liv ered at Port Kembla, New South Wales,
as electolytic ingots. A good steady price is
thus ensured for the forthcoming year. No
notice need be taken of the open market
quotations published in the newspapers for
copper, because these quotations only deal
with the surplus. A very small margin is
available over and above the amount secured
by the Munitions Ministry under American
and Ausiralian contracts. To deal with
seone of the smaller metals, antimony is at
a high figure. Several parcels of ore have
come down from West Pilbara, and good
prices have been obtained. In regard to bis-
muth, a few small parcels of very rich ore
have been raised in the Yalgoo district and
sold for export to Great Britain. There are

no smelters in Australia for treating this
metal. The demand for molybdenite re-
mains strong. All supplies are sold to the
Commonwealth Government. A little min-
ing of it is done in this State, but although
it appears in various localities there is not
much record of sale. A Bill has been
passed in reference to the opening up of a
niine in the ranges near by. Scheelite and
wolfram are in strong demand, and a few
small parcels have been sold to the Common-
wealth Government, who take the entire
Australian output. Lack of means of dress-
ing the crude ore is the stumbling block. The
demand for asbestos has lately increased,
and manufacturers are inquiring for new,
supplies. In consequence many prospectors
are turning their attention to it, but most of
the discoveries so far reported axe of long
fibre and no commercial value. Asbestos of
good quality is known to exist and will be
worked in course of time. The supplies of
graphite for the world's markets have been
falling off for some time past, and the de-
mand is increasing. This mineral has been
found in various parts of Western Australia,
and some of the discoveries are of consid-
erable promise. A month or six weeks ago I
said I would have prepared a brochure on
the minerals I have mentioned and some
others. It is being prepared by the officers
of the department, and it will contain sound
information for prospectors. It will be re-
vised by the State Mining Engineer, and, 1
hope, will he available to the public shortly.
Assistance has been given to prospectors by
adv ances on saleable minerals and the mar-
keting of the same. This has greatly helped
many parties, but could be made greater use
of by the prospector iwith increased benefit
to the industry. The principal sales effected
on behalf of prospectors have been of cop-
per, lead, antimony, and bismuth ores, schee-
lite and wolfram. This work has been or
advantage to the department, familiarising
it with the necessities of the prospectors and
their difficulties in getting minerals to mar-
ket and obtaining payment for them. The
ssytem is capable of extension with public
advantage. In reference to the mining de-
velopment vote, the expenditure from year
to year is open to criticism from what is
called a business standpoint. The policy of
succeeding Governments has been and is to
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run considerable risk with the object of giv-

ing help to mining ventures which appear

to have a good chance of becoming self-

supporting. In many cases the Assistance so

given has been fully repaid and has led to a

considerable advancement of the industry.

Losses, although somewhat large in their
grand total are not generally considered ex-
cessive by Parliament in view of the neces-
sity for doing everything possible to en-
courage the establishment of new mines.
The best points of the mining policies hith-
erto introduced will be continued vigorously
with the object of further developing our
mineral wealth, and where better means can
be devised for advancing the industry they
will have my hearty co-operation. The geo-
logical staff will be utilised to its fullest ex-
tent in assisting prospectors and mine own-
ers with a view to resusitatiag abandoned
properties that from their past history give
promise of future productiveness. This is
a point in which 1 have taken great interest,
and I hope to continue that interest to the
benefit of the industry. The conditions as
to crushing facilities, subsidies for cartage
of ore over long distances, subsidies to bat-
teries crushing for the public, assistance fnr
boring, lease development, assays of pros-
pectors' samples, loans of equipment, etc.,
will be continued and, where possible, im-
proved upon. At present capital for new
mining properties is difficult to obtain. I
hope that the end of the war will see an
alteration in this respect. The policy of
suppression of dust in mines is being -vigil-
antly followed up, and prosecutions for
carelessness are being carried out without
respect of persons. Only the other day 1
gave instructions for the prosecution of a
miner for neglecting to avail himself of the
sprays supplied for his use. I have here the
returns of the State batteries, but they have
been already published. I wish to again
dra-w attention to the Phillips River smelt-
ing works. The goldfield commenced pro-
duction in 1900. The ores mostly contain
copper and require smelting. In 1904 the
Government erected a small smelter, which
was taken over in 1906 by a strong company
who added a large plant and concentrating
mill. The railway was bnilt from Hopetoun
to Ravenstborpe, the wharf at Hopetoun

was improved and water supply dams were
constructed. In 1911 the company went
into liquidation and in 1913 the Government
leased the smelting works and concentrating
mill to provide treatment facilities for the
field. Smelting was restarted in April,
1914, and has been carried on with occa-
sional short interruptions ever since. The
concentrating mill has been restarted this
year, and has worked fairly continuously.
To 31st August, 1916, the ore received at the
smelter was 17,114 tons, the payments and
advances amounted to £54,498-the balance
to be paid to owners of the ore after pro-
ceeds are realised-the cost of putting
the works in order amounted to £3,713, the
total working expenses to £87,616 and the
expenditure on the concentrator to £1,670.
The amount received from the sale of pro-
duct was £134,500, the freights paid to
the Government Railways amounted to
£C6,544, to the State Steamship
Service £6,806, and to the Water
Supply Department £1,430. The men em-
ployed at the smelter average 70 in num-
ber, exclusive of men getting firewood and
flux and carting. The amount expended
for firewood was £7,837, for ironstone
£4,178, for limestone £322 and for concen-
trating ore £316. Practically the whole of
this money has been expended locally, in
addition to the sum of £28,796 paid for
coke obtained from New South Wales. The
Phillips River gold and copper field is
capable of maintaining a fairly large min-
ing population, living under ideal con-
ditionis of climate and surroundings. Many
of the miners have done well during the
past few years, but a judicious scheme of
assistance seems necessary to maintain
prosperity. It will be my endeavour to af-
ford this assistance, and I have in view the
unwatering of a mine now nnworked and in
which there exists, according to the best
evidence, a large tonnage of ore that, as well
as carrying values in copper and gold, will
be of great value to the smelter as flux. This
should reduce the consumption of coke,
and consequently cheapen costs. When this
ruine is unwatered it is proposed to let
the ore breaking and supply to the smel-
ters be done by tributers. This step will,
I consider. be a big factor in shaping the
ends of the Phillips River district and
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helping it towards a position of perman-
-ency in the agricultural and mineral future
of the State. Letters have gone to Eng-
land asking for quotations for the neces-
sary machinery, and if it can be obtained
at reasonable cost it is proposed to go
ahead with the project. I am told by the
engineers that there is in England mach-
inery of the required class. If it is at all
possible that mine will he restarted, and
will give such an impetus to the di strict
that many small shows now lying idle will
be again worked.

Mir. Foley: In Victoria the electric
pumnps were a failure.

Mr. Lamhert: You axe absolutely wrong.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: There

is a good deal of expert advice in the de-
partment and there are some men connected
with the Rnvensthorpe field whose advice
is second to none in the country.

Mr. Collier: They have an excellent man
in the manager of the smelter.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He has
impressed me already. With reference to
geological surveys it is proposed that inves-
tigations into mineral and allied resources

-Will he continued by the staff, and their
energies are to be specially directed to raw
materials. The work of the different field
parties has been planned with a view of
determining the areal distrihution, the mode
of occurrence, the geological relationship,
and the value of mineral resources of dis-
tricts as well as a study of the different
formations in which they are contained.
Considerable progress has been made with
the geological surveys of widely separated
portions of the State in conformity with the
policy inaug-urated some years ago at the
request of the mining community. With a
relatively small staff it is impossible t4
treat work everywhere, hut a distribution of
officers will be made in such a way as is
most equitable to all. Lately there have
been more requests for officers' advice than
it has been possible for the department to
supply.' The objective is a complete exam-

- ination of all parts of the goldflelds of the
State. Work must be carried out in a sys-
tematic manner and no effort and time will
be wasted. Sixty-six bulletins have been
issued containing valuable detailed infor-
mation of mineral resources. Seven bulle-

tins are in course of preparation and will
shortly be published. In connection with
the reports of geologists, those which are
prepared on the field do not come to hand
and are not printed for a considerable time,
and I have suggested that it would be wise
to send forward for publication a short
report containing information and figures
of interest which would be understood by
the unskilled person.

Mfr. Lam bert: Would it not be better to
curtail the expenditure in the Geological
branch and spend more elsewhere?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It would
be difficult to do so even if it were advis-
able.

Mr. Foley: Some of the officers are
doing really good work.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I de-
sire to say a few words on the subject of
the Woods and Forests department which
also comes under the control of the Mini-
ister for Mines. As hon. members know,
shortly after coming into office the present
Government prepared a new set of regu-
lations wvhich created quite a stir in the tim-
ber world, and deputations from those in-
terested in the preservation of the woods
and forests, and societies and university
professors waited on me. The matter re-
ceived full consideration and the result has
been that the regulations have been altered
and one or two have been held over for the
present. I hope, with the aid of the new
conservator, who is deeply interested in the
welfare of the forests, that the xvholesale
process of decay and destruction will end,
and that in the future we shall look upon
the forests with the idea of preserving them
for generations to come. That can only be
done by a systematic effort on the part of
the Government with the advice of the cap-
able officer who now controls the depart-
ment, and I feel sure the more he assimi-
lates the conditions of the woods and forests
the more valuable will his services be to the
community. There is nothing in Western
Australia in regard to which there has been
more wvaste than the forests, but greater care
is to be taken of them in the future. The
revenue received from the Woods and
Forests Department from the date of its in-
ception to the end of 1915 exceeded the ex-
penditure by the large sum of £400,000.
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For the year ended 30th June, 1916, the
revenue was £38,194, a decrease of £10,465
when compared with the previous year, and
the expenditure was £8,566, a decrease of
£1,892. The excess of revenue over expendi-
ture in that year was £,29,628. The value
of the timber imported to the State during
the year ended 30th June was £59,678, and
compared with the previous year there was
a decrease of £34,235. The value of ex-
ports during the year ended 30th June last
was £442,014, and as compared with the
exports of the previous year the decrease
was £366,378. Hon. members are aware of
the reasons for that falling off. I gave an
interview to one of the newspapers a few
days ago when the timber regulations were
republished, and I have no wish to repeat
here what I stated to the Press except to
say that I feel sure a steady application of
those regulations must result in good for
the industry. Dealing with the Estimates
generally, it will be seen that there is
an increase in those of the Mines Depart-
ment and except for the extra payments
which of necessity must be found for the
new inspectors appointed by my predecessor
in office, there would be an actual decrease of
some £C600 or £C700. If hon. members desire
any details in regard to the items I shall be
glad to supply them.

Mir. Foley: Has anyone been appointed
to fill the position formerly held by In-
spector Keat?

The MINISTER FOR MIN-ES: Not yet.
Mr. Foley: Can the Minister say how

they are going to elect a successor?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is

a regular procedure laid down which I do
not intend to depart from.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [3.13 a.m.] : I
desire merely to refer to the proposed Fed.
eral tax on mining profits on the subject
of which the member for Leonora has moved
a motion in this Chamber. This is a very
serious matter to Western Australia.

The Premier: The proposed tax is being
re-cast.

Mr. HARRISON: I received a telegram
from Mr. Poynton the new Federal Treas-
urer stating that nothing had yet been done.
I think the Minister for Mines should go
into this matter, because if the original Fed-
eral proposals are carried into effect the re-

sult will be that so far as the Westonia
mines are concerned all their dividends will
go to the Federal Government. What in-
centive will there be to continue mining op-
erations under those circumstances?7

Air. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [3.14 a.m.]:
We had an assurance from the Premier that
it was his desire to place a sum of money
at the digposal of the mining community
which would afford the opportunity of re-
viving and developing the industry, but we
find that the sum which has been placed on
the Estimates is a very small one. I am
not unmindful of the Treasurer's financial
difficulties at the present time, but I do
deeply regret the fact that a larger sum of
money has not been made available for this
purpose. I think the Minister for Mines
has been sufficiently long in the departmeat
to recognise that with the knowledge at his
command and the proposition put before
him there is a strong possibilty of a good
revival of mining, if only the money can
been obtained to encourage it. The limited
amount placed at his disposal, howvever, will
restrict his operations very narrowly, no
matter how desirous he may be to assist min-
in g. I hope the Treasurer, when he knows
the amount of money which will be at his
disposal, will consider %vhether the amnoant
for the development of mining cannot be
increased. It is stated that some of the high
officials of the Mines Department, men of
technical knowledge and training, are being
utilised in a merely clerical capacity-par-
ticularly men like the State Mining Engineer.
Such a man is too valuable to be kept in an
office; and, in my opinion, the Minister
would be well advised to make an alteration.
I feel that a great deal of field geological
work could be laid aside for the present. I
do not discount the value of that work, but
money is scarce and geological work has its
definite limitations. I think the funds de-
voted to that work could be better employed
in opening up one or two mines, and so
adding directly to the value of the mining
industry of this State. I urge the Treasurer,
if the money is available, to let the mining
industry have a little more if a reasonable
proposition for Government assistance can
be shown.

General debate concluded; Votes and
items discussed as follow:

Item, Regpistrar £360 (6 months).
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Mr. COLLIER: I take it this item refers
to the principal registrar. Has the position
been filled yet, and if so, who has been ap-
pointed?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It has
nut yet been filled; an appointment is un-
der consideration.

Item, Registrar £336 (S months).
Mr. COLLIER: Does this item refer to

the same post as the previous item refers
to?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes; the
two items overlap. Mr. Roberts, the prin-
cipal registrar, had six months' leave, and
the fact of another officer acting in his plac2
makes the difference.

Item 14, Registrars £4,060.

Mr. FOLEY: The wardens on the fields
do good work, I know; but I consider that
the warden at Menzies should be removed
from Menzies to Leonora, where the bulk
of the business is. At present the acting
warden at Sandstone has to travel 101 miles
to Lawlers and thence 86 miles to Leonora
in order to take a court at the latter place.
And yet there is a warden at Menzies, only
67 miles from Leonora, with very little to do.

-Against the change which I propose, the ar-
gument has hbepn use~d tlat there is no house
fpr the warden at Leonora. There is, how-
eveor, a. Government owned house in Leonora
which is at present rented, and which -would
be entirely suitable for the warden. Men
sometimes travel hundreds of miles to Leon-
ora in connection -with mining eases, and
then, owing to the warden being able to
stay only one day at Leonora, most of the
cases are adjourned to the next month.

Item, 9 Inspectors of Mines, £3,521.
Mr. COLLIER: The item for inspectors

of mines shows a reduction. Just prior to
my leaving office one of the inspectors re-
signed. I gave instructions to advertise the
position wi'th a view to its being filled. Has
it been filled, or is the intention to leave the
position vacant?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
are nine inspectors of mines, and there is

-one position vacant at the head office. The
salary provided for that position is £384.
The question whether the vacant position
should be filled or not, is now under consid-
eration. If, without detriment to the in-
dustry, the inspector can be done without,

the intention is to save the salary. I have an
open mind on the subject, and certainly
would not let a question of £384 stand in
the way of proper inspection.

Mr. COLLIER: I should protest most
strongly against any reduction in the staff
of inspectors. No saving in the Mines De-
partment must be made at the risk or ex-
pense of, the lives of the men working in our
mines. The tendency should be toxvards in-
crease of the staff of inspectors rather than
towards reduction. Our mines are getting
deeper down, and the conditions are becom-
ing harder. The result of not filling the
position of the inspector who is attached
to the head office will be that there will be
no inspection whatever at Greenbushes,
Ravensthorpe, and Northampton. Moreover,
clay-holes and other things of that kind near
the cities come under the inspection of the
M\ines Department, and this inspection will
have to cease pending the filling of the
vacancy.

The Minister for Mines: There is at pre-
sent a temporary inspector, who is paid
from the temporary vote.

Mr. COLLIER: The permanent inspectors
are entitled each to a fortnight's leave in
the year, which means that for ten weeks
in the year, taking the stall all over, there
will be no inspector on the goldfields. The
inspector at the head office was used to re-
lieve inspectors out in other districts when
on annual leave and for other purposes. If
-%*e have the head office inspectors used in this'
wxay some district must be left for a fort-
night without an inspector or the staff must
he reduced in the Kalgoorlie district. When
the Minister seeks to cut down expenditure
hie should not attempt to do it by utilising
the services of the head office inspectors in
this way. I hope the vacancy which has
occurred will be filled and that the Minister
will not cut down the staff of inspectors.
These is greater need for these inspectors
in the big mines.

Mr. FOLEY: I support the member for
Boulder in his protest for doing a-way with
one of the inspectors. It is absolutely neces-
sary that we should have such an officer in
connection with our mines. If we could
get three or four more inspectors I think
they would be amply justified. Under the
miners' relief fund the vote has gone up
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by 100 per cent., and it will keep going up
if we keep the inspections down. The work-
men and the employers are working har-
moniously together, and good feeling exists
between them now. That is brought about
because we have had the best inspectors of
mines I have ever seen in Australia.

.Mr. Collier: We have had a long fight
to get workmen's inspectors, and the Gov-
ernment are balancing that by taking away
the Government inspectors. It is no use
to us.

The Minister for Mines: It is not intended
to do that.

Mr. FOLEY: The fact of these inspectors
being reduced by one will be used as a lever
on the next Estimates to urge that such an
inspector can well be dune without.

Mr. Collier: They say that they can do
without one inspector in Kalgoorlie because
they have workmen's inspectors.

Mr. FOLEY: The workmen's inspectors
offered to report to the district inspectors,
aud they have to do work which is abso-
lutely necessary to safeguard the interests
of the men and the interests of the 'Gov-
ernment in case of any big accident. It is
false economy to reduce the staff of in-
spectors. If we could get two more district
inspectors the men would work under bet-
ter conditions, and there would be fewer
men on the miners' relief fund and in the
sanatorium. It is only by the best of in-
spections that we may keep the men out of
the sanatorium. Th~re are enough going in
there at the present time. The expendi-
ture on that institution is double on this
year's Estimates and what the Government
are paying to the miners' relief fund is also
double. I contend that the House would
be doing a good turn to the State and to
the men underground by keeping their in-
spector on.

Item, Registrars, £4,060.
Mr. GREEN: The mining registrars in

outside centres have a difficulty in getting
transfers to congenial centres nearer the
coast.

Mr. Collier: The difficulty is to get
places to transfer them to.

Mr. GREEN: Now that the Minister for
Mines occupies the dual position of Min-
ister for Mines and Attorney General there
is a chance for these registrars being em-

ployed as clerks of courts. I 'have in mind
a case of a registrar at Kanowna. His
wife's health has been indifferent and it
was thought that it was only fair that Mr.
d'Almeida should have a change. There
is a certain number of officers in the cen-
tral office in Perth who are termed coastal
guards. They do everything possible to
prevent persons in the outback country
from getting transfers. Officers who have
been 20 years in the outback country as
Mr. d'Almeida has, should have an oppor-
tunity of taking a position under the cen-
tral office in Perth and some one from there
should go out to take his place. All these
men are qualified to take up the duties of
a clerk of courts.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
promise to have the mnatter mentioned by
the member for Kalgoorlie investigated. In
a case of that description, if hon. members
know where a man has been a long time in
the hack country it is their duty to draw
the Minister's attention to it and it is the
Minister's duty to do what he can to re-
inedy the matter. There may be ways out
of the difficulty in regard to such people.
In the Crown Law Department 55 or 58
men have gone to the Front, and of these
no less than 22 were clerks of courts. I
should imagine that there have been lately
a good many changes.

Item, Clerical assistance and temporary
labour, £,3,394.

Mr. ANGWIN: There is a considerable
increase on this item and most of it is in
the clerical division. The goldfields office
is reduced to nearly £1,000, whilst other
officers have been increased. The Minister
might explain the cause of this increase.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: One
amount of £2,944 is made up in this way.
The expenditure for 1915-16 was £939 and
the present expenditure is to be £2,944,
there being an increase of £2,005. That
increase is accounted for by provision being
made for temporary officers filling the
positions of officers enlisted. First of all,
there are the officers who have enlisted.
Then there are four additional workmen 's
inspectors, totalling £1,250. Then we have
£C312 for a temporary inspector appointed in
place of Mr. Gourlay, who has enlisted, and
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£1,382 for temporary clerks and assistant
registrars. The decrease in the permanent
items represents £1,948, while the increase
-in the temporary items is £E2,782, or a net
increase of £834. A decrease of £C632
would have been shown but for the commit-
ments to which I have referred.

Mr. ANG WIN: Mr. Gourlay's salary is
provided in another column, notwithstand-
ing which it is again accounted for under
''temporary assistance."

Item, Assistant Analysts, £,1,593.

Mr. ANGWIN: All the Commonwealth
work has been taken away, yet we find an
increase in this item. I move-

That the item be reduced by £200.
It ought to have shown a decrease rat-her
than an increase.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: During
the absence of the Government Analyst on
executive work for the Commonwealth
Science Institute the officer acting in his
place has been receiving a salary equivalent
to Mr. Mann 's minimum. I have been in-
quiring into this myself. As a matter of

-fact there is no increase at all in the item;
it simply means that three months salary
has been held over from last year under
the regulation.

Amendment put and negatived.
Item, Inspection of Machinery, Tem-

porary Assistance, £,570.

Mr. ANGWIN: The machinery depart-
ment has been the most unsatisfactory of
all. There should be no increase here. 1
move-

That the item be reduced by £100.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The

provision against this item is for annual
leave for officers on service, and provision
for part of the year for one who has
sdicceeded another who has enlisted. When
the department gets back into its normal
working for the year the item will reveit
to the original amount.

Mr. ANGWIN: 'Payments to officers
e on leave were made last year. I hope the
amendment will be carried.

[4 o'clock a.m.]

{Mr. Holman resumed the Clhair.]

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Air. Angwin
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Foley
Mr. Green
Mr. Hlekmott
Mr. Hudson

Mr. Allen
Mr. Connolly
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. George
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Nairn
Mr. piesse
Mr. Robinson

AYms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

KNo18.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

12
16

Lambert
Munsle
Scaddan
Walker
Carpenter

(Teller.)

Smith
S. Stubbs
Thomson
Veryard
Wansbrougb
F. Wilson
Hardwick

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Item, Government contribution to Mine

Workers' Relief Fund, £4,000.
Mr. FOLEY: Last year there was an

amount of £2,000 voted and £4,075 was.
spent. The Minister should take notice
of these figures when he proposes to do
away with the inspectors. There is no
desire to give money away as a charity,
but we want men to work under the best
conditions and that will not be possible
unless there is a rigid inspection of mines.
Is it worth while reducing the cost of even
one inspector's salary ? If we are going
to do with one district inspector, in place
of having £4,000 set aside, we shall have
to double the amount. I hope the Minister
will reconsider this item and retain the
services of the district inspector.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
not yet arrived at a decision and I have
a perfectly open mind on the subject.
When the amount of £2,000 was placed
on the Estimates last year, the Minister
under-rated the contribution that would
have to be made. Over £4,000 was spent.
It is not that disasters have increased,
but it is that the mines' officers were not
able to correctly gauge the amount that
was likely to be expended. When I was
last in Kalgoorlie I investigated the ap-
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ministration of the fund and I was pleased
to notice the way in which it was con-
ducted.

Item, Incidental including all Contingent
Expenses not otherwise provided for,
£10,850.

Mr. Angwin: Will the Minister explain
why this item is so big ?

Mir. FOLEY: I would like to mention
that at the Mt. Catlin M1ine it was
intended 'to instal a pumping plant 'and
quotations were asked from England, but
there is absolutely no need to go outside
Australia for pumping machinery.

The Minister for Mines: This is electrical.
MTNr. FOLEY: Electr-ical is not in it with

the other. At the Moorland Plains
Mine in Victoria there is more water pumped
from that one mine in one day than there
is pumped from all gold mines in Western
Australia in one week, and that water is
pumped out with Australian made machin-
ery. There is not one foundry in Victoria
that cannot make that pumping machinery
and there is no water that cannot be raised
by it. As it is our desire to do everything
to help Australian industry, it is an insult
to go outside and purchase mining equip-
ment.

Mr-. LAMBERT: A Cornish lift is
acknowledged to be efficient pumnping
machinery. Reverting to the suggestion
of the member for Leonora as to unwater-
ing, I suggest to the M~inister that he be
most careful to ascertain whether the
expenditure would be justified. The mine
has been in existence for 12 or 14 years,
and it is doubtful as a business proposition.
Only men with knowledge of the ores in
the mine can express an opinion on the
property. The better course would be to
wait until it is satisfactorily established
whether pyritic ore will prove advantageous
in the operation of the Ravensthorpe
smelter.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for Coolgardie may rest assured
that no assistance will be given towards
unwatering the mine until all the expert
advice of the department has been obtained
on the subject.

Mr. Lambert: But you have not a
smelting authority in the department.

Mr. Collier: Have we not ? There is
M r. Shepherd.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Mir.
Shepherd is the manager of the smelter
at Ravensthorpe, and I am given a very
high character of him by the officers of
the department, by outsiders, and now by
my predecessor. Since Mir. Shepherd has
been in charge of the smelter, it has been-
one of the successes of administration;
and I am informed that the success is due
entirely to his management.

Mr. Lambert : I was not thinking of
the Ravensthorpe smelter manager.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Woods and Forests, £10,138:
Mir. FOLEY: I take it that the admin-

istration of the Conservator of Forests
extends from one end of the State to the
other, wherever forests are to be found.
Within the last few days the Water Supply
Department have applied for a timber
reserve of ten-miles radius around the
water supply in my district. They wish
to restrict cutting in that reserve absolutely
to their own employees. Mines in that
area get their wood from the country which
the Water Supply Department desire to
have reserved, and if the department are
going to monopolise that timber it will
mean the closing down of some of the
smaller mines, including, possibly, mines
just coining into -the producing stage.
I may point out that if the mines are
closed down Leonora will have no need
for a water supply. If the -Minister for
Mines can help my district in any way
through the Forestry Department, I shall
be very grateful. The supply of wood
to our gold mines is a far more serious
question than the making of a reserve
for the Water Supply Department. When
the big wood trouble was on at Kalgoorlie,
the then Minister for Mines went to see
the mine owners and also the country from
which the wood was obtained. The work-
men were willing to cut wood under certain
conditions, and the owners of the wood

.were wvilling to let the wood be got. A
prominent member of the Chamber of
Mines was against the wood being got
from any other areas, and he said that
if the firewood companies did not make
some arrangement with their men he would
see that the mines were supplied with
wood from Government land. The men
would have jumped at the chance of doing
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this. I contend. that a gentleman holding
the highest position in the Chamber of
Mines is one of the biggest shareholders
in the wood concessions on the goldfields.
As far as that gentleman is concerned,
his name does not appear on the share-
.holders' list of the Kurrawang Wood
Company. If this State is going to give
concessions in the wood areas to people
there must be some corresponding benefit.

The Minister for Mines: These wood
-areas on the goldfields are granted by the
Lands Department and are not under the
Forestry Department.

Mr. FOLEY: I know that. When I
-asked the Minister if all the forest lands
came under his jurisdiction he replied that
they did. That is why I am speaking
.on this question.

The Minister for Mines: The forests
,come under my jurisdiction, but not the
land.

Mir. FOLEY: The member for Boulder
desired that the wood necessary for the
continuance of mining in that district should
be got as speedily as possible. The Chamber
of Mines refused to take the wood from
the Government. The member for Boulder
'Could have gone down on the Norseman line
and got suffhucert -wood to, work the Kal.
goorlie mines with. There was a man
in the Coolgardie district who offered if
he could get one little area of land to
supply the mines, but he could not get
that area. I believe that one gentleman
in this State who at present is at the head
of the biggest timber concession in the State
applied for a big concession on the Norse-
man line south of Coolgardie, which is
going in the future to be the sole source
of supply of wood for our mines. He
either applied for it or was granted the
concession. If that is the case every
information should be available to the
Rouse. At the present time people are
.going out 80 miles to get wood for the
Kalgoorlie mines and they are carting
-wood on parallel lines with our own rail-
ways .when they ought to be carrying

the wood on the Government railways.
It is a sin and wickedness on the part of
the Government if it is considered by
them right to give this concession to a
gentleman who has so many concessions
already, so far as timber is concerned.

The Minister for Mines: When do you
suggest that it was granted ?

Mr. FOLEY: My opinion is that the
application was made and that negotiations
were being entered into six weeks ago for
a big concession on the Norseman line.

Mr. Lambert: What is the name of the
individual ?

Mr. FOLEY: The name will come out
soon if there is any truth in what I have
reported. It is absolutely essential that
the mines should have wood. It is a
crying shame if this gentleman is going
to get an absolute monopoly over this big
wood supply when only a few moniths ago
another gentleman who applied for an
area to supply wood to the Boulder mines
could not get that area. The question
as to whether we shall use Collie coal has
to be gone into and there is no doubt
that Collie coal must be used in years to
come. In the meantime the mining com-
panies who have done so much for the
goldfields, and the small mines should not
be compelled to take their wood from a
monopoly by any Government giving a
concession to one man.

Mr. LAMBERT: The statement of the
member for Leonora did not surprise me. I
hiave hew'd indirectly that the activities of
the Kurrawvang Wood Company were going
to 5e extended south of Coolgardie. I made
some inquiries and was assured, however,
that there was no such intention on the part
of that company. I would regret it if an
important concession of this description was
granted to a company without Parliament
being consulted in the matter. I do not think
the Minister for Mines, knowing the value of
the timber area south of Coolgardie, would
treat the subject lighitly. 1 was sorry the
member for Leonora would not mention the
name of the gentleman he spoke about.

Mr. Foley: It was Mr. Hedges that I
spoke of. His name was given to me as that
of a gentleman -who had made application
for the concession or had been granted the
concession.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not see either that
the wood now supplied to the Kalgoorlie
mines could be carried over the State rail-
ways. Now that the Minister's attention has
been drawn to the fact I feel sure thbat none
of the boundaries of the State forest lands
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wvill he altered or that a concession will he
granted without the knowledge of Parlia-
ment.

The Minister for Mines: Neither the Min-
ister for Lands nor myself have ever heard
of this subject. It would he impossible for
a large area such as has been mentioned,
to be granted without one or other of us
having heard of it.

Mr. LAMBERT: I understand from the
officials that there is no such intention.

Mr. FOLEY: I said that either the con-
cession had been granted or was under con-
sideration at the present timne.

The Minister for Mines: It is neither.
Mr. FOLEY: The reply is satisfactory,

so far as the Minister is concerned. It does
not prove that it has not been considered by
the departmental officers.

The Minister for Mines: Is it in con nec-
tion with a tramline?

Mr. FOLEY: No, it is for wood.
Mr. Lambert: Has any application been

made at all?
The Minister for Mines: Not that I know

of.
M1r. FOLEY: I want the Minister to make

inquiries, and see if there is any truth in
my statement. If he finds there is any con-
cession under consideration, I hope he will
give us an opportunity of discussing it here.

Mr. Collier: It is a State forest, and so an,
application of this kind -would have to go
before both Ministers.

Mr. FOLEY: I trust both Ministers will
understand, that I have brought this forward
purely for a State point of view, and not
with any idea of casting aspersions.

Item, ]Inspectors, Clerks, Labourers, Mes-
sengers, etc., £1,900:

Mr. ANGWIN: There are large increases
in both this and the next succeeding item,
"Travelling and Forage Allowvance to Ran-
gers, £2,350."1 Will the Minister explain?

The MNIMNSTER FOR MINES: There are
five rangers and one district ranger fewer
than last year. and provision 'has been made
in case it should be necessary to fill the
vacancies. The Conservator of Forests has
formulated a scheme for the regeneration of
the forests, and the item provides for the
employment of certain additional officers,
who have not yet becn, and may not be, en-

gaged. The second item referred to has been
increased in accordance with the first. The
expenditure has not yet been incurred, and
has yet to be determilned upon.

Item, Maintaining Nursery and Pine, Wat-
tle and Sandalwood Plantations £150:

Mr. SMITH: Will the Minister explain,
where the sandalwood plantation is situated?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Conservator of Forests has in mind the
growing of sandalwvood for commerce, hence
the reference to sandalwood.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Attorney General, £72,015- ag-

reed to.
Business undertakings--
Vote--Avandale and Harvey Estates,

£5,250-agreed to.

[5 o'clock, a.m,.]/

Railway Department (Hon. J. Mitchell,
Mlinister-The Premier (Hon. Frank Wil-
son) in charge of the votes.

Vote-Railways, £1,596,971:
Mr. COLLIER: I would like to

know whvether the Government have re-
considered their attitude towards those men
in the service xvho xvere born in an enemy
country, and who have been dismissed from
the dep~artment. A grave injustice is being
done to many of those men. It was a great
mistake for the Government, even in the
time of war, to adopt so drastic a policy.
In all the public service there are only some
60 men who were born in enemy countries.
Surely, then, it would not have been too
much to investigate those cases individually,
each on its merits, rather than to have
adopted a general policy of sweeping the
men out of the service. Does not the Minister
consider the case brought before the House
a day or so ago one of gross injustice? It
is the pitiful story of an aged man who has
contributed four sons to the Australian Im-
perial Forces, and who now has been cast
out of the public service and left to starve.
I understand there are other equally dis-
tressing cases of injustice among thos'e men
horn in enemy countries. In this respect
what a change of attitude there has been
in a short 12 months! All will remember
the case of the Youanmi miners, in which a
jury gave damages against Britishers to un-
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naturalised subjects of enemy countries.
Contrast that wvith the case of a man who
has been a naturalised British subject for
25 years, -who has married an Australian
woman and who has reared a family of sons
who have gone to the war and who is nutr
out of employment and left to starve. One
need only torn to the Lumpers' Union and
recall what happened to them some time
back on account of the attitude they ad-
opted towards an alien subject. One of the
men concerned brought an action against
the union and it cost that union £2,000. We
might also recall the verdict which was given
against the miners' union, a verdict. which
-as applauded in the leading articles of the
Press of this State. We ask the Government
now to reconsider their action as far as
the individual cases -which have been men-
tioned are concerned, and if it is found that
there is no suspicion of disloyalty, these
people should not be kept out of their em-
ployment.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: There are several
cases in addition to the one cited by the
member for Geraldton where equal hardship
is being done. One is in my electorate and
he is a man who is highly respected by all
with whom he has come into contact. He
married an Australian woman and has an
only son who has the rank of lieutenant
and is fighting in France. A son-in-law of
this man is in France and another went
through G allipoli and is shortly going to
France. It was true that the man in quts-
tion was born in Germany, but he came here
as quite a young man, became naturalised
and ever since has taken an active part in
the development of Australia, and to him
a great injustice has been done by the op-
eration of the policy of the Government.
There axe other eases in the Midland shops
which might be quoted.

Mr. NAIRN: I support the remarks of
the previous speakers. Nobody would
doubt the loyalty of those members who
have already spoken. The humanitarian as-
pect of the matter must not be forgotten. I
have always thought that in a matter of
this kind it is Un-british to talk like a Brit-
isher and to act like a German. Let us be
Britishers in our conduct as well as in our
-words. I have no hesitation in saying that

it is not impossible to get a fair estimate
of the general character of a man. Some-
times we know by instinct that a man is
right. There are many men who came from
Germany to get away from that which we
are now attempting to destroy and those men
know no oilwj *~~+i- hoqp. which
are British and there are many of those
men who deep in their hearts have acquired
an affection for the country which has given
them the opportunities they have had. Un-
less there is a good sound reason to suppose
that a man is disloyal to his country, it is
not human and it is not British to treat him
as if he were a dog. I would rather cut off
my right hand than destroy a man's children
and hold them up to ridicule. If a man is
not loyal to Australia there is only one thing
to do -with him and that is put him up
against a wall and send a bullet through him.
I have a deep-down hatred of doing a man
an injury unless there is good reason for it.
We are not fighting the Germans in Aus-
tralia, we are fighting the Germans abroad.

The PREMiIER: I admit this is a very
difficult subject, but I want to take excep-
tion to the heroics the member for Swan
has indulged in. 1 am fighting the Germans
whether they are in Germany or in Australia.
I shall fight them wherever I find them to
he enemies to my country.

Mr. Nairn: That is so.
Mr. W. D. Johnson: We *are all with you

there.
The PREMIER: The first duty of an

hon. member is to his country: It is a
matter of -where one has to draw the line
as to what is the best to be done in the in-
terests of our people. We know well that
the spy system adopted by Germany is one
of the most well thought out ever perpe-
trated in the history of the world. We know
of individual cases where men have gone to
Great Britain, have left the Fatherland for
30 years or more, and held responsible posi-
tions out of their country, married English
women, and yet these people have been found
to* be connected with the German spy system,
and proved themselves traitors to the coun-
try which gave them their homes. I do not
altogether blame German born subjects for
giving first consideration to the land of their
birth. I wonder which of us, having fashioned
his home in Germany, for example, and
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settled there, would not have deep and sym-
pathetic feelings for the Motherland in
this wvar? It is undoubted that a vast extent
of the espionage system has been inaugurated
throughout Australia. To-day we have num-
hers of German spies in our very midst who
ought to he. intornod Th. actituae of hon.
members in this matter is at variance with
the treatment they meted out the other night
when the question of Mr. Lesehen was dis-
cussed. Mr. Lesehen is not a German horn
subject, and has never been in Germany at
all; and yet members were unanimous that
he should be fired out for good and all.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: The ease was in-
vestigated, and there was pretty strong sus-
picion against him.

The PREMIER: The leader of the Oppo-
sition said that the ease was investigated and
that no evidence could be found of dis-
loyalty.

Mr. Munsie: I voted against the item be-
cause you sacked Lesehen.

The PREMIER: Mr. Lesehien was born
in Australia. Ellis father even was not a
German. His mother was. Yet he received
no consideration. The Government, whilst
admitting that injustice would result in cases
of the sort we are now discussing, said
that in their opinion it was wise to exclude
all enemy subjects from the service of this
State. Hon. members must also admit, I
think, that we have been far too free in
giving employment, or even preference of
emvdoyment to those of enemy origin.

Mr. Mun sic: It is the members on this
side of the House who have protested most
bitterly against that system.

The PREMIER.: I see no evidence of it
this morning. Talk about naturalisation!
We know that naturalisation does not alter
a man's feelings.

Mr. Collier: Why did the man's sons go
to the war?

Tile PREMIER: It was established even
here in Australia that naturalised Germans
could forego their naturalisation papers so
far a-, Germany is concerned. All they had
to do was to re .ister at the office of the
German Consul General, and they were once
more admitted as subjects of Germany. The
bcr"ts of naturalisation have been used to
a very great extent in many countries, and
esp-)cially throughout the British Empire,

for the very purpose of carrying on the
system of espionage to which I have referred,
and the ramifications of which extend to all
parts of the British Empire and indeed all
parts of tho wvorld. Of course I admit at
once that there are men who are suffering
because of their hirth. These men have per-
haps no thought of disloyalty to the land
in which they live, hut nevertheless they may
have some sympathy within their hearts for
the country of their birth. I am not going
to blame any man for having that sympathy
in his heart. But I ask him, as a reasonable
man, to think whether that fact, the exist-
ence of that sympathy, does not warrant his
putting up wvith some inconvenience in pay-
ing the penalty of his birth?

Mr. Scaddan: His wife and children also
suffer. But they do not count.

The PREMIER: I do not say they do not
count. Any man's wife and children count.
But I prefer to eonsiider first the wives and
children of my oxvn people, before those of
German horn subjects.

Mr. Collier: It is not a matter of choos-
ing.

The PREMIER: It is largely. In the
case of the man at Geraldton, a plea has
been put forward that some of his sons are
at the Front. I admit that appeals to me
very strongly. His was a very hard ease in-
deed. But I know of cases where the sons
of a German in Australia have gone to
fight for the British Empire against their
father's wish, against his will, despite his
opposition. The sons have been loyal to
Australia and to the Empire, and the parent
has been the reverse. Then, where are we
to draw the line?

Mr. W. ID. Johnson: Investigate each case.
The PREMIER: How is one to find the

ev idence? It seems to me that we cannot
possibly set uip a tribunal to investigate
every ease of that description.

Mir. W. ID. Johnson: You did that in Kal-
goorlie.

The PRETMIIER: If we do that, we shall
have to keep the tribunal sitting all the
time, as cases keep cropping- up for investi- N

gation. A man might be absolutely loyal to-
day, and disloyal to-morrow.

Mr. Collier: Explain what difference thereI
is between the case of a man being permitted
to earn 9s. a day in the Railway Department
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-and the case of a man being permitted to
work in the mines.

The PREMIER: There is no cbmpulsion
,on the mine-owners to employ the alien. So
why should there be compulsion on the Gov-
ernment 7i

Mlr. Collier: If by reason of disloyalty a
man is a danger, or a possible danger, to the
country, he is just as much of a danger whvlen
working for a private employer as when
w~orking for the Government.

The PREMIER: The private employer
is a free agent as regards engaging-
that man. I feel that the Government
ought to set an example;, and I f eel
that we are doing our duty by the people
of this country in drawing the line some-
where, -whilst we admit that hardship must
unavoidably be created. Although the prin-
ciple must cause hardship to someone, yet
I, think it is the right principle to adopt. I
(10 not want to lay down a hard and fast
rule. I admit that, as one lion. member has
put it, instinct goes a longo -way. I do not say
that in certain cases the Gov-ernment ought
niot to give some assistance. I do not say
the Government will not g 'ive further con-
sideration to the special cases referred to.
T (10 say, however. tlhat the G4overnweuiar

not to be condemned when they take a stand
to purge the service of this State of enemy
influence. An enemy born subject who leaves
his country at a very early ag-e-as some of
them have done-can be considered to be
no different, perhaps, from one born in Aus-
tralia. But there the difficulty crops up.
How shall we decide? Do hon. menmbers sug-
g'est that a tribunal should be created and
absolute proof demanded? I am afraid that,
whatever action the Government take, there
will be grounds of complaint so far as thle
individual is concerned. There must be
grounds of complaint. Then, having set up
the tribunal, we will assume the tribunal in-
(Inines exhaustively, and finds that there is
something to be said as to the loyalty of
the individual. Then it will be contended
that the tribunal is to be blamed. and there
will be an appeal to the Government. I feel
it better that a few should suffer rather than
that we should perpetuate a system which,
in my opinion, has been allowed to grow to
too great dimensions, and which I am satis-

fled has caused considerable danger to the
Empire, niot only here but also in the Old
Country, where enemy born subjects are
much more numerous. We cannot tell the
extent of the damage that the system of our
muuch vaunted freedom has caused during,
this terrible wvar. Every day we get evidence
of it. We have had evidence here in Aus-
tralia times out of number. Therefore, I do
think it is up to us as a State Government
to endeavour, even at thle risk of doing some
injustice, to purge ourselves of individuals
who are of enemy origin, or otherwise enemy
born subjects. I think that is the least we
call do. We can take individual cases into
consideration, and I am quite prepared to
(10 that and possibly render some assistance.
That is a matter for further consideration,
which I am quite prepared to give. But I
for one feel strongly that we ought niot to
interfere -with the decision which has been
ar-rived at. The man who can establish a claim
as has been mentioned during this debate,
should perhaps receive some consideration
at the hands of the Government. I -would not
go to the extent of reinstating the man in
the service, if I am allowed to follow up my
judgment; and I -would suggest here whNat
II suggested in thle case of Mr. Lesehen, the
granting of a retiring allowance as some re-
cognition of thle services rendered, always
provided there is no hint whatever of dis-
loyalty so far as the individual is concerned.

Mr. HEITMANN: One wonders whether
we are dealing 'with a number of hysterical
women or with men of common sense.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: And sound judgment.

Mr. HEITMANN.: The Premier -has stated
that there has been a vast system of espion-
age going on to a wonderful degree on the
p~art of the Germans. What does the Pre-
mier expect that a poor old working man in
Geraldton will contribute towards that sys-
tem of espionage?

The Premier: From the highest to thle
lowest are in that system.

Air. HEITMANN: This individual has
been here since he was 15 years of age. He
is a working man and has been in the country
f or 40 years, before the Franco-German
war. He married an Australian woman, and
has given four sons to the Empire as sol-
diers. He has even cheered them away to

1393



1394 [ASSEMBLY.]

the war. Does the Premier think that this
man's natural feeling towards the land which
gave him his birth after 40 years, has a
stronger hold upon him than his love for his
children? It is only the action of hysterical
women who would punish a person because
he came under such conditions. If the Pre-
mier found a Britisher who was a traitor to
Britain would he 'make any rule to do Nwith
him and all others like him as he is doing
with this man I

The Premier: Yes, I would shoot him if he
was a traitor.

Mr. HEJTMANN: Would the Premier
take such men from the places where he
found them and say, "Because we have found
one man we are going to deal with them all
on the same lines." This was not the posi-
tion a few nights ago in the case of a man
about whom there was a strong suspicion of
disloyalty-

Mr. Collier: And he dismissed him.
Mr. HEITMANN: And a man who hap-

pened to he in a fairly high position. Ble
said, "It is not a question of this man's
loyalty; it is a question of buying him out
of the service.!' No consideration is given
to a workman -who is unfortunate
enoug-h to he born in an alien country. When
we hear of the actions of Germans on the
battlefield it makes one feel that we should
do anything to hit back. I am inclined to
think that even amongst the Huns, the beasts
of Berlin, if a man had been there for 40
years and had given four sons to the Empire,
he would not have been treated in a worse
manner than unfortunate people are being
treated now by this Government. It is
ridiculous for the Premier to say that he
is doing this for fear of some information
getting out and some harm being done to
the Empire. The Government say they are
going to shift 'all these men because of the
possibility of their doing harm. The Pre-
mier said that the signing of naturalisation
papers makes no difference to the feelings
of the individual. I have seen Austrians and
Italians in this country behaving like school
children when they received their inaturalisa-
tion papers. They had given up their own
country, and were as pleased as could be
when they found themselves subjects of Aus-
tralia. I do not say that a man will forget
his native land. A man who will do that

is hardly worth having as a citizen anywhere-
The Premier said we should have sympathy
with the wives and families of these men,
but lie prefers to consider the wives and
families of our own Australians.

Aft. W. D. Johnson: These are Austra-
lians.

Mr. HETTMANN: The wives and families
of Australians are being considered, and at
the same time a little fair play might be ex-
tended to those who happen to be the wives
of men who come under this regulation. I
believe somewhere about 60 of these persons
are to be found in the State civil service.
It would not be a hard thing to have an
examination madet into all these cases. What
will be thought by the boys of this man at
Geraldton who have gone to fight for the
British Empire when they hear that their
father has been permanently injured? These
boys will be told that this country in an
hysterical moment of the Government said
that their father was going to be thrown out
of work.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Denied a living.
Mr. HEITMANN: Of that there is no

doubt. What a stupid move this is.
Mr. W. D. Johnson: Absolutely appalling.
Mr. HEITMANK: The stupidity of the

miove lies in the fact that the Government
dismiss men from their departments and say
that they can seek work elsewhere. The
Premier in effect says that a private em-
ployer can take on such men if he likes to
accept the risk. The Premier must know
that this isj stupid and there is no risk. If
these aliens should not be allowed to work
for the Gov erment, the Government should
say they are not allowed to work for anyone
else in the country. It is unfair for the
Government to act in this way. I do not
think that there is a feeling in Western Aus-
tralia that justice could be done by a regu-
lation of this kind.

Mr. MtNSIE: It does seem to he rather
strange that the Premier should make use
of the statement he has made use of here;
in connection with the particular case men-
tioned by the member for Gemaldton. In
all such cases inquiries should be made and
at least justice done to those who are loyal
subjects of the Empire. Only a little time
ago. when the Premier was sitting on this
side, he characterised the action of the
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Youanmi miners as something worse than
was to be expected of the beasts of the field ,
because they had attempted to starve four
men out of the district.

Mr. Collier: Two of those four were un-
naturalised Anstrians.

Mr. MUNSIE: The miners did not pre-
vent those men from getting a living in any
other part of the State. Yet here xvc have a
man turned out of the railway service;
where is he to get anything else to do in Aus-
tralia? I am as desirous as is the Premier
of purging the service of disloyal men, and
of private employers of disloyal men, but
this man, virtually an Australian, has given
four sons to fight for the Empire, and the
Government have practically said to him,
"Gct out of the service," and, for the matter
of that, "'get out of Australia." During the
first three or four days of the inquiry by
the Commission appointed to deal with the
aliens in the mines, some good work was
done, hut the enemy. subjects soon
found that it was only necessary for
them to say that they wished to see
the Allies win the war -when they
would be allowed to go back to work;
and to-day Australians have to work side
by side wvith them. The member for Tood-
yay (Mr. Piesse) complained the other night
of the delay permitted by the late Govern-
meut in the construction of the extension of
the Bolgart railway line. The hon. member
overlooked the fact that the railway to Bol-
gart was built by the Liberal Government
and that, in consequence of sheer stupidity
in those responsible, the station was placed
in a hog-, even at n cost of deviating the
last couple or three miles of the track. This
fact explains the delay in the construction
of the extension, for the station had to be
removed and the deviation, to which I have
referred, straightened out. The engineer
responsible for allowing the station to be
built where it was oughbt not to be still in
the service. I hope the Minister for Rail-
ways and the Premier will seriously consider
the injtistice they have done to the people
of Western Australia, particularly those in
remote districts, by the increase of 10 per
cent, on railway freights, and that they will
agree to an alteration of their policy of
getting revenue from the Railways. When
the Scaddan Government increased the rail-

way freights they did it systematically,
and so avoided doing an injustice to the menl
living outback. I would again urge the
Premier to inquire into the cases of men
of enemy origin.

Mr. HARRISON: I wish to draw atten-
tion to the lack of accommodation for pas-
sengers arriving at Merredin. They reach
the station before midnight and have to
spend some three hours on the platform.
That is even if the train runs up to time,
which is but infrequent. It is a scandal
that so much money should have been spent
on the station and yet no decent accommo-
dation provided for passengers. Theme is
a small shelter of about l0ft. x l2ft. with a
tiny stove in it. If the Minister for Rail-
ways does not do something I intend to
make an appeal to the Board of Health.

[6 o'clock am.]

[Air. Carpenter took the Chair.]

Mr. SCADDAN: I cannot but express
regret at the action of the Government in
dismissing from the service of the State
people who may have been here since their
childhood. and against whom there may not
he any suspicion of disloyalty. When the
agitation was first commenced I denounced
the policy of the present Government in that
direction. I bold that if we are going to be
true to British principles, if we are not
going to adopt Hun methods, questions like
this must be dealt with on their merits.
There are times -when it is hard to decide
what course should be adopted. What would
be the position if we were to follow such a
policy to its logical conclusion and decide
that whenever we found any section of the
community were not in agreement, we should
impose upon them the penalty provided by
law whether those people were guilty or not
guilty. Because a man happens to be born
in an enemy country, he is, by the action of
the Government, immediately to be branded
in the same class as Von Bissing, the mur-
derer of Nurse Cavell. In many cases it
has been shown that although these people
of enemy descent have reared good Aus-
tralian sons, they have been put out of the
Government service. If there is any logic
in the Government policy, this action is an
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instructon even to a private employer not
to employ such people. If the Government
were consistent they would introduce legis-
lation to have these aliens kept under re-
straint during the war. Any man whether
he be a private or a Government employer.
who is held to he not a fit subject for em-
ployment because of his connection with an
enemy country ought to understand this.
What is the position of some of those men
who are here, those whose children have
married Australian girls of British parents!
We cannot inflict a hardship on the husband
without also inflicting it on the wife. They
have bred Australian children and many of
them have gone to the war. I can give the
names of many in our midst who were horn
of German parents and who went away with
the first contingent. Are we going to take
up the attitude that while they are away
fighting and risking their very lives for the
purpose of maintaining British rule and
British fair play, we are going to deprive
their parents of a livelihood? Is that fair
play? We have a difficult task ahead of
us hut are -we going to help to win the war
by sacking Government employees whose
sons have gone to fight the battles of the
Empire.?

Mr. Walker: That is the way to make
people spies.

Mr. SCADDAN: I am prepared to ad-
mit there are difficulties in the matter, but
there may be an easy wvay out of the ditfi-
culty. Surely a Government that can make
any claim at all to discharging its duty ir-
respective of all that might be said by any
section of the community will at least al-
ways arrive at a decision from the stand-
point of inflicting punishment on those who
deserve it and not go to the extent of sub-
jecting others to ridicule, but will in times
of trial stand by these people. We are ar-
riving at at stage when a Ministry can prac-
tically take the whole of our laws into the
hollow of their hands, saying "We have con-
stituted courts of law for the purpose of
meting out justice and punishing those
guilty of any crime, but we are going to dis-
regard all the courts and to appoint a Star
Chamber, and when we are of opinion that
punishment should he inflicted-although
the evidence may be in the opposite direc-
tion-we are going to inflict it." I was

never so much shocked in my life as when
I heard of the general rule applied in this
particular matter by the Government. I
remember standing up in this House when
the late Government were threatened by the
All-British Association, when a huge depu-
tation raised this question, and when the
member for Perth (Hon. J. D. Connolly)
also was threa tened, standing up to declare
that the policy of the Government was to
exact the last letter of the law as against a
man, not proved disloyal, but proved even
to he in sympathy with the enemy. I said
that until this was proved, however, the man
was entitled to claim protection from us as
Ministers of His Majesty King George, the
head of the Empire; that the man was en-
titled to claim from us the same justice as
any other subject of the King. I said that
if our naturalisation laws are not as we de-
sire, we ought immediately to take steps to
alter them. But where a man has taken the
oath of allegiance, I consider we ought to
treat him as a British subject, until such
time as we have proof that hie ought
not to be so treated. I remember bowy
the Premier, then leader of the Op-
position, declared that the policy of
the late Government was the correct one,
and said that he and the Opposition were
ready to stand behind the Government to
maintain that policy. The then leader of
the Opposition said he was prepared to
back us to rid the service as well as the
State of all those concerning whom we had
the slightest suspicion. He practically said
hie would not question any action we took
so long as we made inquiry, that so f ar as
our general policy was concerned we could
trust the Opposition. The member for
Perth was also satisfied. The matter drop-
ped. We get wild rumours in circulation,
rumours of transports being lost. For ex-
ample, the singing in the corridor of Parlia-
ment House last night was taken by certain
persons as evidence of the sinking of a
transport; it was suggested that hon. mem-
bers were singing "God Save the King."
That is the kind of rumour which gets into
circulation. Are we to inflict hardship upon
naturalised British subjects who have mar-
ried Australian wives and reared Austra-
lian families? We cannot inflict hardship
on the man without inflicting it equally upon
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his wife and-family. Are we to do that
simply because rumours, of the kind I have
mentioned get into circulation 7 I have
heard a good deal about the enemy in our
midst. 1 know there are enemies in our
midst, and I may say that if only we could
get to the bottom of it there are probably
in Western Australia as many enemies who
are horn British subjects as there are
enemies who have come here from enemy
countries. Most of the proved cases of trea-
son, of obtaining information and selling it
to the enemy, have been cases of British-horn
subjects who were enticed to the crime with
gold. Let it not be imagined for a moment
that the only man who acts the traitor is
the mat who happens to have 'been born, un-
fortunately, out of Australia in an enemy
country. There are in our midst men bought
by Germany in peace time and bought by
Germany in war time as well.

MNember: Such cases occur in the history
of every country.

Mr. SCADDAN: Take the case of Roger
Casement. The proper punishment was in-
flicted upon Casement, who was a traitor
and claimed to be an Irish patriot. Should
we, on that account, put a wall round every
Irishman and sta.rv eAvery Irish fa9mily I

The Minister for Work~s: Of course "not.
Mr. SCADDAN: That is the natural con-

clusion to be drawn from this action in the
Geraldton case.

Hlon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Certainly not.

Mr. SCADDAN: Because Casement and a
certain following of his among Irishmen
proved traitors in the British Empire's time
of trouble, would that be a good cause for
the Imperial Government to say, "Here is
evidence that we have Irishmen who are
traitors, and we will now imprison every
Irishman"? The thing is too preposterous,
too absurd. Yet, forsooth, because there is
no evidene-

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : But the cases you quote are not
parallel at all.

Mr. SCADDAN: No. In the one case the
man was an absolute traitor, even to the ex-
tent of living in the enemy's country, and
obtaining arms, munitions, and gold there,
and returning with these to his own country
to arm his own countrymen for the purpose

of attacking the British Empire. In the
other case the man gave four sons to the
Empire, one of the sons has died, another
has been permanently injured, and the
other two are at the Front. The cases are
not parallel. This man at Geraldton, hav-
ing- been turned out of Governmeat employ-
ment, is practically branded and unable to
obtain employment anywhere. It must be
argued that if he is not fit to be employed
by the Government he must be a suspicious
case, and one whom no man should employ.
That is the one man. The other man suf-
fered death as a traitor. His reason for act-
ing as he did-all his actions prove this-
u as to free Ireland.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : He did it in the interests of German
gold.

?Nr. SCADDAN: Does the Honorary
1\ mister imagine that all the foolish fellows
who followed Casement had some German
gold ?

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : No. I do not class this man with
Casement.

Mr. SCADDAN: The bon. member is
classing him as worse than Casement. There
is a. school teacher whom I have known from
hoyhood, and whom no one would suspect
of enemy origin were it not for his name.
lie wvas about three months old when he
arrived in Australia. I warrant he knows
nothing of the German language. He has
proved himself a good citizen, and has been
recogunised as a good citizen ever since 1
have known him. Yet wve are going to damn
this 'man and brand him as well. Any man
discharged from the Government service
under such conditions is bound to be viewed
with suspicion, and will be shunned after
the war as well as now. It is quite certain
that we have in our midst a number of peo-
ple of enemy origin, some of whom pos-
sibly would give information to the enemy
if they could obtain it, in order to do us
injury. Therefore, it is argued that all peo-
ie of that class must suffer punishment.

In the interests of his country, Casement did
something which cost him his life. But be-
cause of that the British Government did
not condemn all Irishmen to death. I know
my attitude has heen misunderstood and
probably will be misunderstood again. But
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I can claim that tracing back the Cornish-
man on either the father's or the mother's
side, not the slightest strain of German
blood is to be found. On the other hand,
two-thirds of the rest of England in the
first instance originated from the Germans.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
SO.

Mr. SCADDAN: It is correct all the same.
Though the strain is a long way hack, it does
exist. Fortunately, we have made progress
in a certain direction, while the Germans
have gone in the opposite direction.

The Minister for Works: Danes and
Norsemen and Saxons invaded England.

21r. Walker: They are of the same breed
as the Jutes, the Angles, and so forth.

iAr. SCADDAN: With the Irish, Scotch,
and Welsh, the Cornishman can claim to be
of Celtic origin. I recognise that my at-
titude will probably be misunderstood. 1
do not care if it is. I feel, as one called
upon to carry responsibility, as a repre-
sentative of a British community, that it is
essential at all times like this that -we should
give evidence-those of us who claim to he
rulers in our midst-of our desire to see
British fair play for every British subject.
I suppose our friends on the Mlinisterial
benches have altered their policy in order
to meet what appeared on the surface,
though not very deeply, although the noise
was loud enough to make it appear to be
worth something, to be a demand made by
a certain gentleman, certainly not the
best of Britishers after all, but a gentleman
wvho, not so many years ago came to Aus-
tralia, I believe from India and boasted~ one
day to a certain man in the street that he
wvould like to be the ruler of the State, and
that if be was the ruler lie would make
things very different. He -was asked in what
way would be make things different, and be
replied that he would import a few hundred
thousand coolies from India and there would
be a bit of money made here. He claims
now to be all British.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That section of the people you refer
to has nothing to do with this.

The Minister for Works: You are only
fishing.

Mr. SCADDAN: When I go fishing it will
be for edible fish, not the kind we make up

into manures. I urge upon- the Govern-
ment, even if at this juncture they propose
to adhere to their policy of putting all these
men out of the service, to set up some kind
of court of appeal to enable these men,
such as the persons who have been men-
tioned, to obtain a hearing upon their cases.
Surely there is not a member here who
will not admit that if the case is as stated
it should be dealt with and handled differ-
ently from the general rule which has been
applied by the Government. The Attorney
General went to Kalg-oorlie because there
was a dispute which meant hanging tip the
industry, one of our most important indus-
tries. It was an industry -which has a tremen-
dons -value in peace or war, and particularly
in wvar. The dispute arose because aliens were
employed instead of Britishers, and the
Britishers objected to -working side b 'y
side with enemy subjects. This objection
did not apply to British subjects of enemy
origin, wvho had become British subjects.
They could be of enemy origin but they
must be British subjects. They objected
to working with men who were not British
subjects, but who had been here in some
cases for 25 years without being naturalised.-
The Attorney General acting for the Gov-
ermnent, went up to Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for Works: And did good
'work.

Mr. SCADDAN: I admit that he did
splendid work. It was a matter which
meant a good deal to the State. He came
back to Perth and boasted, and rightly too,
of the settlement of the trouble. But if
there was anything to boast about in that
action there is not much to boast about
in the action of the Government now. There
is great disparity between the policy of the
Government in this matter and their ac-
tions. If the Attorney General and the
Government are in earnest in the matter
the Attorney General should have gone to
Kalg-oorlie and said to the mine owners,
'"If you permit these enemy subjects to be
employed and if you employ men of enemy,
origin and hold up the industry, I will take
the mines from you and work them myself
on behalf of the Government because it is
our policy that no men of enemy origin
can he employed in the State.''
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Thle MNinister for Works: That would
lbe very drastic.

iMr% SCADDAN: Of course it is drastic.

Mr. AV. D. Johnson: It is not drastic
to take breud out of the mouths of women
and children.

The Attorney General: You should not
talk nonsense. The two things are not comn-
parable.

Mr. SCADDAN: How absurd. The At-
torney General went up and boasted that
he had settled the dispute.

.The Attorney General: I did not boast
in any -way. I was given credit for settl-
ing the dispute. The Press reported facts
of which you are mighty jealous.

'Mr. SCADDAN: I recognise it would be
mean iand paltry if I appeared to be
jealous of the Attorney General's actions
in Kalgoorlie.

The Attorney General: Then why bring
them up?

Mr. SCADDAN: I want to show% that the
Government are in earnest in the matter.
In one case they settled a dispute in order
to avoid anl industry being hung uip just
now for which he has got credit.

The Minister for Works: What are you
growling about.

Mr. SCADDAN: I am not growling. It
would be mean and paltry for me to be
jealous, because the Attorney General has
yet to make his name. I made mine years
ago and am not jealous of him in the
slightest. 1 am unable to see where there
is any' difference between the Government
who, after all, are only the directors for
the people in employing or refusing to em-
ploy a person, while at the same time pre-
venting employers in the State from giving
-work to such individuals. Private indus-
try is after all carried onl under the control
of the State. It is the State and it makes
the State, together with the State service.
It is impossible to support them except to
justify an action such as this action on the
part of the Government. It is not reason-
able to direct these mines to continue to
employ these men of enemy origin who
were still enemy subjects, while the Gov-
ernment at the same time make it a part
of their policy to decline under any cir-

[51]

cnmstances to employ a man who happens
to hav e been of enemy origin.

Thle Attorney General: Not happens, but
who is an enemy subject.

Air. SCA DDAN: It did not happen. It
was of mushroom growth then.

The Attorney General: There is no
chance about it.

Mr. SCADDAN: I say the saine about
these men employed at Kalgoorlie. They
are enemy subjects still and not onily of
enemy origin. These persons are of enemy
otig-in. On the other hand they are Brit-
ish subjects and yet we will not employ Brit-
ish subjects. Tbe Attorney General was
sent up to urge the men to work
with enemy subjects while refusing to
allow the men to work side by side

-with British subjects. I urge the Gov-
ernment to display sufficient courage
in dealing with questions of this nature,
ev en though it should bring on them
a little hostile criticism. They might reason-

ahygve these in who have been dismissed

fromi the service an opportunity of stating
their eases. If the tribunal were composed
of Ministers. 1 have no doubt that every one
of' them would unhesitatingfly declare that
thc mnen concerned were fit and proper sub-
jects. IP that man whose ease has been
quoted here cannot be reinstated, then the
least the Government can do is to approach
the Federal Government -with a request that
he should be allowed to withdraw his sons
from the trenches in France. And, let it
be noted, this is not the only ease of the
sort. After all, there is not much separating
the man born in Australia from the man
who, although born elsewhere, was brought
to Australia immediately afterwards. We
have the ease of one brother remaining in
tile service while another is dismissed be-
cause hie did not happen to be born in Aus-
tralia. Let us have a tribunal to deal with
these cases, such as that which the Attorney
General broughbt into being on the goldflelds
to settle a similar question. Why did not
the Attorney General submit such a pro-
posal to his Cabinet?

The Attorney General: You ventured to
say in Kalgoorlie what youi would not say
here, namely that it was somebody else's,
proposal.
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Mr. SCADDAIN: Anything I said in Kal-
goorlie I will repeat here. I will say again
that that commission was the greatest farce
ever perpetrated iii Kalgoorlie, and that I
believe the matter was arranged before the
Attorney General went to Kalgoorlie.

The Attorney General: Then it shows
how insincere you are in suggesting that
we should have a similar tribunal here.

Mr. SCADDAN: Well, why did not the
Attorney General ask for a similar tribunal
here? If the Attorney General thinks it
was good at Kalgoorlie it should appear to
him good here also. The outstanding dif-
ference between the two cases is that the
foreigners at Kalgoorlie are enemy subjects,
whereas the men down here are merely of
enemy origin. I hope the Government will
allow the cases of those men to be consid-
ered on their merits. I do not want the
State to employ anybody -who is disloyal,
wvhether hie be of G6erman or of British
origin, but I hold that each man should be
fairly heard before being victimised.

Mr. Thomas: Has the Minister refused
to reinstate these men?

llir. W. D. Johnson: Yes; I have just
sloken to the Premier on the subject, and
hie refuses to reinstate them. The position
is intolerable.

[7 o'clock a.m.]

Mr. SCATIDAN: With regard to the ad-
inuistration of the railways, it was recently

decided to curtail the mileage to an enor,
mons extent in the hope of effecting- econo-
mies. The town of Albany entered a pro-
test against the manner the goods freighted
to Albany were being handled. A letter I
have, dated 10th November last, complained
that up to the day before about 900 tons
of goods were hung up between Katanning
and Albany. The letter pointed out that
four trucks of manures that the potato
growers at Albany were urgently requiring
and which had been sent from Welshpool,
two on the 31st October and two on 2nd
November, had not up to then arrived at
their destination. This apparently is the
result of the Curtailment of the train service
on the Great Southern line. It is quite
possible that the State Treasury may be
impoverished and that prosperity may exist

amongst the general community. On the
other hand, we may have an overflowing
Treasury and an impoverished community.
The Government are going to inflict a hard-
ship) on the community that will mean an
additional loss of revenue if they persist
in their policy of railway curtailment. There
must he services equal to those of the past.
Another complaint made by the p~eople of
Albany is in connection with the restricted
passenger service to that centre. What sort of
encouragement are we giving to the people
to go to Albany during the summer months?
We are driving the people to the Eastern
States. It seems to me that we shall never
break down that custom of taking trips to
the East if we do not encourage the people
to r'emain in the State. It is to the be-nefit
of the State to keep the people h1ere. At
the present time all we are doing is to assist
the Interstate steamers to provide a good
service hetween Fremantle and the Eastern
cStales. The train service to Albany shiould
not he restricted between the months of
D~ecember and March. After March the
people would not mind a reduced service. I
know of instances where people who had
decided to go to Albany this year have-
abandoned the idea because they do not
relish the idea of leaving at 3.30 in the
afternoon and getting to Albany at 11 the
next morning. Where the traffic requires
it and W~here it is in the interests of the
State that the railway service should be
good, the department should see to it that
the requirements of the community are met.

Mr. S. Stubbs: The railway revenue is de-
clining all the time.

Mr. SCADDAN: Absolutely all the time.
I know the Government will seriously con-
sider the matter. I know there are members
on the Ministerial side of the Chamber who
hold the same views on this subject as I
hold. I know we can encourage passenger
traffic and a paying traffic to Albany if we
like. We can also kill that traffic, if we like;
bnt we should not kill it just now. I hope
also that the Government will review their
action in increasing railway freights on a
general rule of thumb method. I am not here
this morning for the purpose of making poli-
tieal capital. I suggest to the Government
fairly that they should review their increase
railway freights. TUnder the existing corn-
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ditions hardships are imposed on the man
who has to use the railway for all purposes
-who has to get all he wants by the railway,
a.,d who has to send away his products by the
railway.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 have listened with in-
terest to the leader of the Opposition, more
especially to his remarks about the case of
the man at Geraldton who has been dis-
charged from the railway service. With a
great deal of what the hon. member said I
agree. 1 know an old man who was born in
Kiel. I do not suppose there was a more
loyal citizen. His wife -was a Weymouth
woman. They have t-wo sons at the Front,
one Wounded and one missing. They have

also two daughters married here. I recently
met the old man at Northam, and he told me
that owing t-, his origin he has been practi-
cally hounded from one place to another.
He hopes to get some work during harvest;
meantime his married daughters are keep-
ing him. In regard to the railway service, I
have a request to place before the Minister.
The mails from York are on alternate days
k ept for 24 -hours at Spencer's Brook. I
would suggest that a coach should be at-
tached to goods trains on that line.

'Ihe Minister for Works: The department
have special vans for that purpose, three A
vans.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Could not the mails
be taken by such vansi

The Minister for Works: Certainly.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: It has been pointed

out to a gen tleman in the Railway Depart-
ment that the lost time of traffic men on out
stations runs away with the benefit which
would otherwise accrue from the new ar-
rangements. Merredin railway station, I
wish to remark specially, is in great need of
additional accommodation. I am pleased to
state that the little dispute as to the Kon-
dinin-Merredin extension has been taken out
of my hands, and that the railway advisory
board are dealing with the matter.

Mr. S. STUBEBS: I cannot allow the rail-
way Vote to go through without making per-
f-ectly clear my position in regard to one or
two matters affecting my electors. I have
gone carefully into the latest rates of
treighits which the Commissioner of Rail-
ways has seen fit to impose on customers of
the department. While I yield to no one

in my desire to see the department receive
a fair return for all goods carried, I wish
to point out that the department is compen-
sated by increased traffic for the carriage
of fertilisers at low rates. The increase of
wheat traffic alone compensates the loss on
fertiliser many times over. I agree with the
member for Katanuring (Mr. Thomson) that
the imposing of a surcharge would
have been a much fairer way than the
method adopted by the officer of the Rail-
way Department who advises the Commis-
sioner as to the best system of increasing
freights. However, I will let that matter rest
until it has been officially reconsidered.
Some time ago in the interests of economy
he decided to close down a number of the
stations. Everyone here imbued with the
idea of squaring the railway finances must
have recognised, that they must put up with
some inconvenience. When the Commis-
sioner was approached by a public body
which offered to pay for the services of an
officer rather than close down the railway
station, and also pay the money in advance,
the Commissioner rejected the offer, saying
that he thought that if he did that at this
station hie wvould have to do it for other
stations as well. I maintain he was wrong
in the attitude he took up. The Railway De-
p~artment have lost quite a lot of freight be-
cause at this particular station in the spring
months of the year large quantities of hut-
ter and other produce, which should have
earned revenue for the Railway Commis-
sioner, was not sent for the reason that the
trains ran so inconveniently that people
would not risk bringing any butter
and goods to the railway station and
leaving them on the platform with no
one to take care of them, and every
chance of their being stolen or pil-
fered in some way. Many farmers decline
to take the risk of consigning their goods
to the city markets under this system. It
wvas not a proper spirit for the Commnis-
sioner to adopt. I should be wanting in my
duty if I did not tell the Committee that
there are many lines of reform which the
Commissioner could adopt in many places,
without penalising, as he has done, so many
of the producers of the State. At the same
railway station-I have it on the authority
of the secretary of the roads board-the
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post of a certain gate was smashed
not long ago. A week afterwards ani
officer came along from Narrogin and
took the measurement of the broken
post. Two days afterwards a carpen-
ter came down to mend the post. He
was short of a dozen screws, and inrgtead of
getting these from the local storekeeper who
would have given him credit on behalf of
the Railway Department, hie went back to
Narrogin, a distance of 50 miles, without
completing the job. A week or two after
a paintercame down to paint the post. Thus
it required as many men as this to look after
a job of this nature. I am also informed
by the Hon. J. F. Cullen that he saw two
railway officers going up to a little station

*on the Kyabing line to remove a windmill
from a certain building on railway property.
It took them two days to do the work. If
that information is correct surely the Coin-
missioner must be blind, or some of his
officers must be blind, to what is going on.
If the Commissioner is imbued with the idea
of econoinising he should advise his respons-
ible officers throughout the length and breadth
of the service that economies could be prac-
tised in matters of this kind. Large suims
of money can be saved the country without
impairing the efficiency of the service. I
strongly object to the Commissioner refusing
point blank on such flimsy grounds to allow
the local road board to pay the salary of an
oifficer at Woodanilling. The last excuse was
lint he could not see his way clear to send

an officer there on the ground of so many
of his men having enlisted. Anything I can
do to assist the Commissioner in the direc-
tion of effecting economies in the service
I will gladly do. We want to encourage
people lo travel on those lines, but the
length of time that the trains take, especi-
ally in the summer time, is a great incon-
venience to people coming from the gold-
fields. They are generally of opinion that
it is better for them to stay at home rather
than spend all that time in the train. The
resiult of this will be that people will go
to the Eastern States for tbeir holidays. I
hope the Commissioner will review the pre-
sent service on the Great Southern railway.
It appears that there is some screw loose
in regfard to the engine drivers. I have been
told tha one engine driver gets pay for six

day s a week, but does. no more than fivE
days' work in a week. I hope the Miniztey
will inquire as to whether this sort of think
is going onl. My criticism is not in the
direction of growling at the rates on the
Great Southern, but I think the time table
is badly arranged.

Mr. PIESSE: 1 hope the Coinmissionei
w~ill lose no time in adjusting the matter of
freights. They bear very heavily on certain
sections of the people. The amount of the
increase does not come to anything very
large, hut it needs adjusting. The impost of
a surcharge of a small sim per ton would
probably yield more revenue than the 10
per cent. increase, and would not be fell
by the people. The farming comrntuwiIN
would be ready to pay such a sum-per toi]
even on fertiliser, and would iiot feel, say
6d. per ton. 1 hope the Minister will make
it his business to remedy this matter. The
cost of living has gone up and this is .9
question which needs the immediate attention
of the Minister.

Mir. THOMSON: I wish to re-echo thEc
sentiments expressed by the hon. mernbei
For Wagin and the hon. member for Pin
gelly. I do not blamne the Minister for the
increased railway freights though they have
got to take tlhe blame. These recommenda-
tions were placed before them by the Coim-
missioner of Railways. I do not think that
the Minister considered the position for 1
moment. It is not so much the amount to b(
raised per ton, but it is the effect which ii
hias on the p~rice of food commodhities
Sugar is not affected by this increase. It ih
carried at C rates and the increase onl3
applies to the first, second, and third rates
It does apply to jam and other food sup-
plies. The freight may only be increasec
9s. per ton, but only having a half penny a.-
the smallest coin in use here, the storekeepei
says hie cannot pay 9s. per ton and lie passe.,
the charge on. That means that the publi(
are paying £4 13s. 6d. per ton freight or
the food they consume. I suggest that ii
they allowed a flat rate of 6d. per ton i
would not be felt by the consumin
public, and I urge upon the Ministei
to give this matter serious consideration
It seems to me the whole department is bein
run to suit the convenience of the men, an(
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not that of the travelling public. We have
had evidence of this on the Great Southern,
where,. when the trains consistently ran late,
the only remedy the Commissioner could
apply was to exend the time table. Is it
reasonable that it should take 811 hours to
cover the journey of 115 miles from Albany
to Katanning? Certainly it does not tend
to encourage travelling on the railways, and
he it noted, this train is alleged to be an
express, an express stopping at every siding
on the line! I have repeatedly urged on the
Railway Department the desirability of pro-
viding cheap week-end fares to the seaside.
In my opinion the Commissioner of Rail-
ways made a mistake when he imposed that
suburban flat rate of 2d. If the department
would exercise a little of the business acu-
men of which we hear so much, and dis-
-tribute the increase more evenly over the
suburban area, greater satisfaction would be
given. We are paying the Commissioner
£2,000 per annum, and he it is who is re-
sponsible.

Mr. Collier: Did you blame the Railway
Commissioner when -we altered the freightsI

Mr. THOMSON: You altered them on
the recommendation of the Commissioner.

Mr. Collier: I had to accept the recom-
mendation before it could be done, but did
not the Ministers instruct the Commissioner
to raise the freightsI

Mr. THOMSON: The hon. member knows
that increased rates are made on the re-
commendation of the Commissioner. The
increases made during the hon. member's
term of office were accepted by the hon.
member without any attempt at analysis.

Mr. Collier: You are talking rubbish. We
instructed the Commissioner to put forward
increased rates, and he did it on our in-
structions.

Mr. THOMSON: Any increases made
are necessarily made on the recommenda-
tion of the Commissioner. The hon. mem-
ber, I am sure, would not have sanctioned
an increase, of freight on agricultural im-
plements which meant £16 on a plough.
- Mr. Collier: We were responsible then,
and the present Ministers are responsible
now.

Mr. THOMSON: It has been frequently
Uriged upon the Railway Department that
c .heap week-end fares to the seaside should

be provided, but the Railway Department
refuses to consider it. On one occasion the
officers of the department told me that they
could scarcely deal with the traffic they al-
ready had. What a remarkable statement
for the departiient to make! They should
give week-end fares of, say, 7s. 6d. from
Katanning to Albany. On Katanning Day
we gave the people a cheap fare at 6s. and
showed a handsome profit. I certainly think
the member for Wagin (Mr. S. Stubbs) has
a real grievance in respect to the Wooda-
nilling station. Seeing that those people
were prepared to pay the money for what
they wanted, it should have been granted.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I have an earnest
desire to expedite the business and to see
finality reached in respect of the Estimates;
at the same time I cannot allow the occasion
to pass without entering a vigorous protest
against the injustice being meted out by the
lovernment to various railway employees
who have been in the service for years and
who are now denied a continuance of their
euiployment, simply because they were born
in an enemy country. As a Parliament we
should set about undoing the wrong that
has been done, and should recognise also
that uutside of Parliament the feeling is
becoming very strong on this point. Unless%
the Government reconsider their position
there will be serious trouble. We do not
want any industrial turmoil at the present
time, but if the Government persist in their
present attitude, I would not like to answer
for the consequences.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You mean to say the whole of the
7,000 railway men are going to take it up?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Not only the
7.000 railway employees but the whole of
the working community will rise in protest.
Is it imagined that because Parliament is
indifferent to the welfare of the women and
children concerned that the working com-
munity also going to sit down under
it? Not ouly the industrial community,
but the citizens generally are protesting.
Not only is it dangerous to interfere at
any time of the year, but more so is it the
case at this period of the year. Here we
are approaching Christmas time and bring-

ig disaster to the homes of these people.
There is bound to be trouble in the State
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unless the Government alter their attitude.
Let us take the case of Mr. Siebenhaar. That
gentleman in his desire to help a friend in
time of trouble instead of being commended
was condemned. Having the right of appeal
after his suspension he availed himself of
it and the board recommended his reinstate-
men.

[8 o'clock a.m.]

The Premier: He is not an enemy gub-
ject.

Mr. W.. D. JOHNSON: The point
I wvant to make ig that when eases
such as those to which we have been
referred are investigated it is not a
question of compensation, but of re-
instatement. The Premier, however, declares
that he is not prepared to do that. What
he desires to do is to compensate these people,
but by doing that we are still casting a re-
flection on the individual's wife and family.
With regard to the Kalgoorlie eases it was
pointed out that if sufficient proof was not
forthcoming the men could go back to their
jobs. The State Government carried out
that investigation, they fixed the basis of the
inquiry, and the Minister for Mines stated
definitely that go long as it was proved that
these men were not undesirables, they could
go back to their employment. W~hy cannot
we get the same treatment for the people
down here, the people who have in the past
demonstrated themselves to be good citizens?~
WVe say to the alien subject on the gold-
fields, "If we cannot prove absolute dis-
loyalty against you, you may go back to
your employment." Let us do that here.

The Premier: You can raise the question
later on.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: How can It
The Premier: I will give you an oppor-

tunity when we meet again after Christmas.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: The Premier is

going to the financial conference in Mel-
bourne. Surely he is not raising that as a
,justification for starving women and child-
ren.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): The Government will take good care
they do not starve.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: There is a work-
man employed in the Midland shops who for
a long time was in receipt of 9s. a day.

He married an Australian woman and the
issue was five children. He was not able
to save any money all the time he was in
employment. The result is that he and his
wife and family are in a dire plight to-day,
the Government having cast them out as
undesirables. The Premier says that them
people must starve because he has to go to
the financial conference in Melbourne.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : He says that no one will starve.

The Premier: If you bring a case like
that under my notice, I will relieve it out
of my own pocket.

Mir. W. D. JOHNSON: But that is not
government by the State. It is our duty,
as members of Parliament to see that no. harma
is done to the citizens. I make a final appeal
to the Premier to agree that he will investi-
gate all these cases. Of course, if the people
concerned cannot clear themselves absolutely
and conclusiv ely they must put up with the
consequences, hut where they can clear them-
selves they should be reinstated and their
wages paid to them from the time of their
suspension. If something is not done with
a view of giving these people the right to
state their cases, something will be done out-
side and chaos will be caused in a very short
time.

Mr. GREEN: A mistake is being
made in the way that these people are
being dealt with. Most of them have spent
the whole of their liv es in the country.
There is a tradition attached to the British
race which does not declare an eye for anl
eye and a tooth for a tooth. We recognise,
that the way of the HuIn is not the way of
the British nation, and I trust in this State
the Government will not establish an unen-
viable record which we may be desirous of
forgetting later on. I trust the Premier will
see that the Australian wives and Australin
children of these men will not be cast aside
through their bread winner being dismissed
from the service. The times are such, I re-
cognise, as to lead to the doin~g of actions
that woald never be done in normal times.
I know the stamp of the Premier; he is a
convinced Britisher; and I honour him for
it. However, if these men had uttered a
single word of disloyalty I would not say a
single word in their favour. I think we
ought to avoid following the destestable me-
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thods that have made Germany a by-word
to-day in the world. The condition of the
dependants of these men--dependants who
are our own kith and kin-is something we
may not be proud of in the future. Let it
not he said that Western Australia has made
a reputation for intolerance. With the
member for Guildford, 1 trust that, with the
festive season approaching, when peace on
earth and goodwill towards men were sent
us by the Saviour of mankind, peace will
be restored to what are practically Austra-
lian homes; provided, of course, that the
charges of disloyalty against these men are
not sustained. As Britishers, we stand for
different ideals from those of the Germans,
and surely we can afford to be just. It is
not a party question in any sense, and I
appeal to the traditions of the British race,
which the Premier and the Minister for
Works and others hold dear, to see that we
shall not do a thing at which our fore-
fathers, who fought for British liberty,
would have blushed. I hope the question
will he dealt with promptly.

Mr. COLLIER: I had hoped that the
Premier would have consented at least to
inquire into these speciaJ eases.

The Premier: I have already pointed that
out at six o'clock this morning. I then said
that I would inquire into cases of hardship,
but that I will not promise reinstatement.

.mr. COLLIER: Cases of hardship such
as the particular cases mentioned?

The Premier: Yes. But I am not accept-
ing the hon. member's view- as to reinstate-
ment.

Mr. COLLIER: May I be permitted to
point out again to the Premier how inconsis-
tent the attitude is.

The Premier: It is no usp pointing that
out.

Mr. COLLIER: But it is an important
umatter. What is the difference between a
man employed in the State service and a
man employed by a private employer?

The Premier: I am not prepared to em-
ploy him. I -have already stated the differ-
ence.

Mr. COLLIER: These men are not being-
sent out of the *State. If they were being
interned or deported I could understand it.
But to say to themn. "You may work for a
private employer"-

The Premier: I did not say anything
about that.

Mr. COLLIER: That is the logical out-
come of the attitude adopted by the Gov-
ernment, unless they follow up their action
by passing a law to prevent a private per-
son from employing these men. What is
thle difference? If the presence of an enemy
subject in the State is in any way a danger
to the Empire, it is equally dangerous whe-
ther he is working for thle Government or
for a private employer. What is the dif-
ference between a fettler working on the
Kalgoorlie railway line for the Government
and the same man working across the street
in one of the mines? I1 say the position of
the Government is absolutely inconsistent.
If for aniy reason whatever certain men are
not entitled to be employed by the State,
then they are not entitled to be employed
by anyone else in this country. The 120
odd men who have recently been returned to
the g'oldfields are nearly all of them enemy
subjects, and not naturalised, and they have
not been in the country long. They are
going on, and earning their living in the
usual way. The miners were compelled to
give an undertaking that they would work
with these aliens. In the mines there are
hundreds of them, but they are not allowe(I
to work on the railways.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Hgnorary Minis-
ter) : Is there no difference between the em-
ployment of an enemy subject by the Gov-
ernmnent and his employment by a private
employer ?

Mr. COLLIER: None. What is the dif-
feren ce ?

The Mrinister for Works: It is quite ob-
vious.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary MNiinis-
ter) : Of course, State service in war time
is a very different thing from State service
in peace time.

The Minister for Works: Are not confi-
dential papers and other things lying ahoiit
in Government offices?

Mr. COLLIER: What does a fettler know
about confidential papers?

The Minister for Works: He might do
tremendous damage in a Government de-
partment.

Mr. COLLIER: So could a man working
in mine or in a factory. Here are Brit-
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ishers going down a mine employing 700
or 800 men, and an enemy subject would
have great opportunity for doing damage.

The Mlinister for 'Wofks: He would not
he likely to do it there; he would be caught
promptly.

Air. COLLIER: He could do it there just
ais well as in the Railway Department, or
any other Government department. If a
man is evilly disposed, he is just as apt to
do damiage in private employment as in
Government employment. There is no justi-
fication for treating these people all alike.

The il mister for Works: The Premier
promised to inquire into these cases, and
deal with them on their merits.

Mr. COLLIER: But the Premier did not
say that he would reinstate the men if
proved innoce~t.

Mr. Green: He said he -would not rein-
state them in any circumstances.

Mr. COLLIER: The Premier is standing
by his attitude of keeping them right out
Of the Government service, regardless of the
merits of each individual ease. That is not
f air.

The Minister for 'Works: Why not let
it go until the House meets again, and then,
if you are not satisfied, have a full-dress de-
hate-? How do you think, similar men -would
be treated in Germany?

Mr. COLLIER: Never mind about that.
Are we coming down to the German stand-
ard I

'[le MIinister for Works: 'We are not giv-
ing them anything like the treatment men
similarly circumstanced would get in Ger-
many. If you were to talk in Germany as
you are talking here, you would be put
against a wall and shot.

.1r. COLLIER: Possibly I might, but
quite a large number of Britishers -were liv-
ing in Germany when the war broke out,
and were there for a considerable time.

The Minister for Works: How -were they
treated? They returned broken in health.

Mr. COLLIER: Some of them were re-
leased. I read a statement three or four
weeks ago of a lady who was employed in
one of the large factories in Germany, and
she said she had been treated well. I have
read of other people who have been treated
hadlly. I have read of eases that have died
as a result Of ill-treatment.

The Alimister for 'Works: If you had ever
lived under the German flag, you would
know all about it.

Mr. COLLIER: That is not the point.
I aia not defending the German flag or Ger-
man methods, or an-ything of the kind. Jf
it were merely the man himself who \%vas
accused of disloyalty, I would say, let himi
take the consequences; hut the cousequenees

gobeyond the man, to the wife and children.

11r. '". D). Johnson: Why not reinstate
a man if there is nothing against him?

The Minister fur Works: I cannot tell
von. that.

Mr. COLLIER: What is the use of the
Premier promnising- to inquire into a case
if lie refuses to promise to reinstate?

The -Minister for Works: Cannot you give
the Premier a chance to inquire into a case?
Cannot you wvait to see what results from the
in quiry?

Mr. COLI ER: 1 would be quite pre-
pared to accept that, if the Premier would
sa -y that hie would reinstate the man provided
the result of the inquiry was satisfactory.
'What inconsistency it is to say that a mnan
shall not work at Government d]am sinking-
but can go to a private employer and sink
a dam.

AMr. 'Wanabrough: What brought about
the howl to get these people out of the pub-
lie service?

The -Minister for Works: The howl comes
from homes devastated by the war.

Mr. COLLIER: I have not heard that.

The Minister for Works: But I have.

Mr. COLLIER: Is there a howl from
those homes fur the blood of thme wives and
children of these men?

Hion. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Min-
ister) : We do not want the blood of women
and children.

The Minister for Works: Go down to the
South-West and you will find hardly a home
that has not had a son or two sons killed.

Mr. COLLIER: Do not imagine that
yours is the only family affected by the war.

The Minister for Works: I know that is
not so.

Mr. COLLIER: I can show as long a
list of Collier's at the war as there is of
any other family in the State. I do not

1406



[130 NOVEMBER, 1916.] 40

need reminding as to the effect of the war
on f amilies.

The Minister for Works: I do not deny
that. You say, "Who is asking for it?" and
I urn telling you.

Mr. COLLIER: We are all crying out
about the Germans, but we are not crying
out to impose an injustice on the wives and
children of the men I have referred to.
No matter what -we may feel against Ger-
many regarding her actions, -we are not ask-
ing to throw into starvation the wives and
children of these men. This man at Ger-
aldton has four sons at the wvar. They have
young brothers and sisters who are of school
age. Whilst the older boys are on the battle
field of France are their brothers and sisters
to be left to starve or to fall back upon
the charity of the State?

The Minister for Works: No one wants
them to starve.

Mr. COLLIER: I know that, but the
only alternative is wvhat I have pointed out.
The Committee are not doing justice in all
cases of the kind, until there is some assur-
ance from the Premier that if he is satisfied
on the reports of the case he would be pre-
pared to reinstate the men concerned. I be-
lieve there will be trouble in the Railway
Department from the feelings which seem
to exist amongst a large number of men
who know these people. There will be
trouble unless these men arc given a fair
deal.

Vote Tramnways, E88,314:
Mfr. W. D. JOHNSON: This is a matter

upon whvich the Minister could. give us some
information. It is proposed, according to
the information appearing in the newsp;-per
that there shall be a drastic change in regard
to the administration of the tramways. The
Chamber should not be called upon to get
their information from the newspap~ers.
When it is proposed to take action such as
to hand the tramways over to a mnunmei-

pal board, I think it is a responsibility and
duty thro-wn upon the Government at the
first opportunity to bring it under the no-

- tice of hon. members so that they may know
what the intentions of the Government are
in regard to the proposal.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Miln-
ister) : I need hardly explain that the
Minister is absent and that I am speaking

in bis absence. I assure the hon. member
that if the Government have not mentioned
the matter it is not intended as any dis-
courtesy because there has been no an-
nouncement in the way suggested by the
hon. member and no decision arrived at in
the matter. It is the policy of the Gov-
ernment, as far as possible, to place all
local trading concerns under the local au-
thority. In a word, to say that the people
who pay shall have the choice of control-
ling the service. I am referring now to
such things as water supply, tramways,
etc. In connection with the tram-ways the
Premier and myself as acting Minister for
Railways, met the local bodies concerned
and suggested to them if we were willing
to recommend it to Parliament, that they
should take over the tram-ways and control
them under their own goverument. that is,
the local authorities in the metropolitan
area. That is just about as far as the pro-
position has gone. They were invited to
make any suggestions they thought fit in
the way of a hoard to control the tramwvays.
When these suggestions came to hand they
would have consideration. Exactly as to
what power the Government will give in
the wyof control, as to the personnel of
the board, and that sort of thing, nothing
has yet been determined.

Mfr. Collier: 'You do not propose to
deal with the matter this session? It -will
require legislation.

l-Ton. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) :No. When these matters are con-
sidered a further conference will be held
until we reach finality. Then the Gov-
ernment will bring that before Parliament
in the shape of a Bill so that Parliament
will be consulted in that way.

AMr. SMITH: When do the Government
propose giving us the long promised penny
sections on the tramways?

Hon. J. DA CONNOLLY (Honorary Mlin-
ister) : I thought it would naturally sug-
gest itself to the hon. member after the
announcement I have lust made, that it
would not be altogether right for the Gov-
ernment to make any drastic alterations
even if they were in a position to do so,
seeing- that it is on the tapis, if Parliament
consents, to hand the control over to the
local authorities.
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Mr. Smith: You should do it before
banding them over.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Mlin-
ister) : We wish to be fair to the local
authorities and to give them a fair field.
In any case, it would be impossible to do
this during war time on account of the
scarcity of rolling stock. There is already
a number of carriages here, but the wheels
are not obtainable and, therefore, it would
be impossible to carry more people and im-
possible to make any alteration in the
fares.

Mir. Smith: It is a question of charging
the people who are travelling a decent
rate.

Mir. W. ID. JOHNSON: I wish to take
this opportunity of entering my emphatic
protest against the Government proposals.
The proposal to hand the tramways over
to the municipalities is a retrogressive one
which should not be endorsed by this Cham-
ber.

Mr. Collier: It -will not be either.
Mir. W. ID. JOHNSON: If members will

voice their opinions freely it will demon-
strate to the Government that they must
not jwoceed any further.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary _Minis-
ter): We will give you the opportunity.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: When the oppor-
tunity comes it will he a question of the fate
of the Government, whether -we do that or
not, and the fate of the Government will go
before the country, and the Government will
be saved and the ' bountry sacriflce(.. I
want an expression of opinion before per-
initting the Government to go to that extent.
The tramways are not essentially a, con-
venience for ratepayers only. The Perth
tramways are used by those wvho are not
ratepayers in proportion to those who are.
They are used by the public generally, who
are not ratepayers. It is no argument that,
because a tram happens to run inside a
munnicipality, the ratepayers of that muni-
cipality should have control over them.
Where there is a public utility patronised
by the whole of the public, the responsi-
bility of controlling it devolves upon the
whole of the public.

Mr. Smith: What about public roadsl
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON': There is no rev-

enue collected from roads, but there is a

revenue collected from the tramways. I
want to see that the whole of the public
have a voice in the administration of this
particular concern. If the tramways are
put under the municipalities we are going
to have only a section of the people voicing-
an opinion on the general administration.

Mr. Smith: It has been successful in
Fremantle.

Mir. W. D. JOHNSON: That may be an
exceptional case. I am not prepared for
the Fremantle experience being applied to
Perth.

Mr. Angwin: It is on a different basis.

Point of Order.
Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-

ter) :The hon. member is discussing the
municipalisation of trains. I know what ob-
ject lie has, and I have an object in not
allowing him to do so. It is a question of
money devoted to the working of the tram-
ways. Ile wishies to get an expression of
opinion, and I do not think it is a fair or a
proper way of doing this. The question
ought to come directly before the H-ouse so
that members may have full scope for dis-
cussing it.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: When it is brought
before the House it will be too late.

The Chairman: It is not competent for
the hon. member for Guildford to argue upon
lines, where legislation is required to deal
with the matter.

Mir. W. ID. Johnson: The Government
should have announced an alteration in re-
gard to the general administration of the
tramways. This is the only opportunity that
members have of discussing the general ad-
ministration of the Government concerns. I
am dealing with the Government announce-
ment in regard to this question.

Mr. Ang-win: They could hand them over
with out Parliament's consent.

Hon. J. ID. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : The Chairman rules you out of order.

Mr. W. D. Johuz,.n: If the Chairman per-
sists in the ruling I must disagree with it.
We cannot permit a ruling of this kind to
hamper discussion which is submitted to us
in the wvay of the annual Estimates. We
cannot have our debates limited to that ex-
tent.
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The Minister for Works: You must diD-
sent from the ruling.

Dissent from Chairman's Ruling.
Mir. W. D. Johnson: While I am sorry to

do so. I move-
That the ruling of the Chairman be

disa greed with.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. S. Stubbs: During the general discus-
sion on the tramway vote the member -for
Guildford (Mr. W. D. Johnson) asked Mr.
Connolly (Honorary Minister), in charge of
the vote, whether it was the intention of the
Government, as was generally believed, to
dispose of the tramways to the Perth City
Council, ur some other body. The Minister,
in reply, said the Government were prepared
to receive proposals, and if those proposals
met with the approval of the Government a
Bill would he brought in to deal with them.
The member for Guildford, in resuming the
discussion, said he entered an emphatic pro-
test against the municipalisation of the tram-
ways. The Minister thereupon rose to a
point of order and asked was the member for
Guildford in order in discussing the policy
of the Government in connection with the
municipalisation of the tramways. I ruled
that the hon. member was not in order in
doing so, and from that ruling the member
for Guildford has dissented.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: I would like to
point out that the statement made by the
Deputy Chairman is correct as far as it
goes. But I would add that I pointed out
it was necessary for us to enter a protest
against the Government's intention so that
they might not proceed with it. as, if they
were to proceed wvith the negotiations, they
might arrive at a stage at wvhich the House
would have to endorse what had been done,
and therefore this was the only opportunity
we would have to enter that protest in time
for the Government to know the feeling of
the Chamber before going too far.

Mr. Carpenter: During the debate on the
Estimates, we have been discussing what
appeared to me to he questions of policy
without any objections being raised thereto.
On the Railway Estimates the question of

the policy of the Government and its atti-
tude towards certain aliens-

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Employees of the department.

Mr. Carpenter: It was the question of
the policy of the Government towards cer-
tain aliens, it does not matter whether em-
ployees of the railway or anything else.
That does not affect the question. We were
discussing a question of policy, pure and
simple, and no objection -was taken to it.
If wve were in order in discussing a question
of policy the protest should not be allowed
to stand.

[9 o'clock a.m.]

Mfr. Walker: I think the member for
Guildford was in order. It has been the
practice of the House to permit a general
debate on the Estimates on every available
subject and it has been provided that mat-
ters of policy may be introduced affecting
the particular branch of the Estimates be-
ing debated as well as all matters relating
to that branch either affecting the policy of
the Government or details of administration.
The Estimates for the tramways being under
discussion, it is in order to discuss everyi
thing in relation to the Government policy
as it affects the tramway management as
well as the intention of the Government in
regard to future transactions.

lion. J_ D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : It was in answer to a question.

Mir. Walker: The Minister made a dis-
tinct declaration that it was a part of the
policy of the Government to possibly hand
ov er the tramways to a municipal body and
that the Estimates had been framed in ac-
cordance with that possibility.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I said nothing of the kind.

Mr. Walker: I do not want to misre-
present, but there was a statement made by
the hon. member to the effect that it was
part of the policy of the Government to
hand over the trains subject to the approval
of Parliament. The Committee wvill be en-
titled to reject in toto the Estimates of the
tramwayg in viewv of that possibility.

Mr. Smith: Would you stop running the
trains?

M'r. Walker: I said it would be quite com-
petent fur the Committee to at once refuse
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to let the Government have the further man-
agement of the trains if they declared their
intentions of denationalising them. I sub-
mit that the question of the policy of the
management of the tramnways is vital to the
debate and therefore the hon. member for
Guildford is in order in making reference
to the trains and in framing his judgment in
accordance with the declaration of the Min-
ister that the whole policy of the tramway
management might be changed at no distant
date.

Mr. Speaker: The Committee will not be
in order in discussing a matter in regard to
which there is to be legislation later on.

Mr. Angwin: There is no Bill before the
House.

Mr. Speaker: If the Bill had been before
the House, the hon. member would have
been perfectly justified in referring to the
tramways but as there is no such Bill before
the House. he is not in order.

Mr. Walker: There is the Minister's state-
ment as to what the Government are doing.

Mr. Speaker: That was merely a passing
reference. I support the ruling of the
Chairman.

Committee resumed.

[Mr. Holman took the Choir.]

Mr. FOLEY: In the tramway Estimates
I notice there is one item relating to salaries,
wages and allowances. Recently a deputa-
tion from the union waited on the Minister
for Railways to see whether something could
he done to right some of the wrongs of the
employees. The M\Iinister told them he could
not do anything for them. The deputation
then saw the Commissioner and I am led to
believe the Commissioner told them plainly
tbat they would not get anything from him
and that if they did anything he would take
drastic action in opposition to what they
might do.

The Minister for Works: That is rather
a serious thing to say.

Mr. FOLEY: When I make a statement
accusing a man of saying anything, I am
always able to back it up.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : There is to be a deputation to the Pre-
mier on the subject to-day.

Mr. FOLEY: The deputation to the Pre-
mier may not be successful. I contend that
men who have to leave home at 10 minutes
to six in the morning, returning home at
eight o'clock at night, in order to get in as
little as seven tours in some cases, are
sweated in the worst possible fashion. These
men do not get regular meal times from one
week's-end to the other.

The Minister for Works: Do you recog-
nise that there is an Act governing the rail-
ways and tramways?

Mr. FOLEY: When these men went to
the Commissioner of Railways and he told
them they had no grievances, they went to
the Minister, and he would do nothing. Then
they went back to the Commissioner, but he
told them that under certain eirenmstarcs-
he would take drastic action.

The Minister for Works: You are fighting
their case here now, and they are fighting
their ease before the Premier to-day.

Mr. FOLEY: If I can show those mem-
bers of the Government who will. not he pre-
sent at to-day's deputation that these men
are suffering wrongs, it may be the means of
inducing Ministers to do something for those
men. In the event of any trouble-I hope
and trust none will take place -I want every
memb er of the House to know that the men
have a grievance. These are not emergency
men; some of them have been employed on
the tramways for years. If the eomhined
brains of the officials managing the tram-way
system cannot arrange a better roster for
thie men, such a roster as -will afford them
an opportunity of being in their homes at
regular hours, then it is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to see that other managers are ap-
pointed, even if this means getting rid of the
Commissioner of Railways. Returned sol-
diets have been engaged on this work, and
they state that a man who has been long at
the Front cannot stand the work of a conduc-
tor. We know that tramway motormen and
conductors do not want eight hours straight
off. For one thing, they know they cannot
get it. Now, with regard to the payment of
takings by the conductors. The chit system
prevents dishonesty, and gives the honest
man a chance to prove his honesty. The sys-
tem of paying in money at the end of the
day, however, is utterly unsatisfactory. The
conductors have to deliver chit book and
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money to an officer of the Railway-Depart-
ment, who does not count it in their presence.
They have to take his word as to its being
right or wrong.

The Minister for Works: Do you allege
dishonesty against the man who counts the
moneyI

Mr. FOLEY: No.
The Minister for Works: Do not you know

that the railway station masters send their
money into Perth to be counted, and that is
the same thing.

Mr. FOLEY: I am not dealing with rail-
way station masters, and it is not the same
thing. Everything that is short, the con-
ductors have to make up. There have been
cases of shortage to the extent of as much
as 13s. in one-week, which was deducted from
the pay.

Mr. Smith: And when the conductor is
over in cash, the Government take the differ-
ence.

Mr. FOLEY: Yes. The fair way as the
men and I contend, or the wrong way as the
Minister and the Commissioner contend,
would be to average up the shortages and
"1over money"~ on pay day. The wrongs of
these men should have been remedied lung
ago. The men deserve better treatment than
they have received so far.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not deny the sincerity of the hon. member's
statement, but I think it will be conceded that
in a business undertaking like the railwvays
and tramways, the management of which is
by statnte vested in a special officer, in this
case termed the Commissioner of Railways,
grievances should not be ventilated in Par-
liament until the Commissioner's powers
uinder the Act are exhausted.

Mr. Smith: He is pretty slow.
Mr. Hcitmann: He is a pretty good stop

when you want to use him, but you get over
him all the same.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Surely
the Committee will recognise the validity of
its own acts.

Mr. Heitmann: I recognise the responsi-
bility of the Government also.

The, MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
it that in this particular case the men are
interviewing the Premier this morning. Is
it not reasonable, therefore;: to suspend .iudg-

meat and discussion until the matter has been
gone into'?

Mr. Foley: They have been to the Com-
missioner once, then to the Minister and then
back to the Commissioner.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
are appealing to the Premier now. If hon.
members think in this way, the best thing
for them to do is to repeal the Act which
confers the power on the Commissioner, and
place the railways and tramways under
political control.

Mr. Angwin: I agree with that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In the
meantime the Act must be obeyed. The
question of broken time is a very awkward
one in regard to both the railways and tram-
ways. If there is going to be any means by
wvhich those who have full shifts can at times
take up their share of the broken time it
might be considered a question of giving
extra pay to those engaged in this broken
time.

Mr. ANGWIN: I cannot follow the policy
laid down by the Minister for Works. Ap-
parently we have no right to criticise any
person appointed under an Act of Parlia-
rrwrnt - On the Frem~antle tram-ways thcy arc
compelled to pay a minimum of £2 5s. per
week whether a man works or not. I believe
that for some time the Perth tramways have
not been paying the same wages, and the men
are not getting the same privileges as the
men are getting on the Fremantle tramways.
Members say there will be trouble there yet.
As to the working of the tramways we find
on the Estimates certain amounts for sup-
erintendents. There are superinten dents of
traffic, £2,506, superintendents of rolling
stock arc paid E702, superintendents of ways
and work branch, £685, superintendents of
the power £672 and snperintendents of gen-
eral charges £680. It strikes me that the
payment for superintendents is too high. It
comes to close on £8,000. There is no doubt
that the Perth tramways are not a payable
proposition to-day. I do not know uliaf?
"belated repairs" means. I see that £010,000
a year is being allowed under that heading.
The report shows a profit of £9,000 after
allowing £C10,000 for belated repairs. Not
a penny is charg-ed for sinking fund or de-
preciation. There was an actual loss last
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year on the basis of the Frenmantle train-
ways, if sinking fund and depreciat ion
charges are added, of £25,309. The Perth
tramways should show better results whecn
it is realised that the average passenger fare
per car mile is 2.52d., -while in Fremantk(_
it is 1.699d. The running per ear mile costs
17.03d. in Perth, and 15.429d. in Fremnantle,
while the working expenses are higher in
Perth. It is necessary for the Government
to watch these tramways carefully. T[he
expenditure in regard to superintendents.
might he decreased.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Electric works, £C8,389:

Mr. ANOWVIN: Will the Minister inform
us when these works will definitely he set
goinog?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The new
power house is completed. All parts are in-
stalled, with the exception of storage gear,
which is delayed owing to the war. It is
reported to the Honoratry Minister that they:\
will have sufficient to make a start with
one generator shortly, and provision is made
on the Estimates for six months working ,
for this year.

Mr. Angwin: When will the works be siup-
plying electricity?!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Six
months work is lprovided for. It looks as
if they -would he ready at the beginning;
of the year.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: This is a matter
in which the Government should reach some
finality. It has a direct hearing on the tram-
way extensions. No reduction of fares
could take place until the current was made
cheaper. It is anticipated that the comple-
tion of the works will briing about a redutc-
tion in the cost of current. The whole thing
is wrapped up in the completion of the
power house and the supply of current. I
understand that current has been supplied to
West Guildford.

Mr. Anigwin: Not yet.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Current has gone
there, hut I do not know whether they are
lighting the streets. Some private houses
are being connected.

Mr. Angwia: It may come from the pres-
ent plant.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: If the local gov-
erning bodies are being supplied, they can-
not be supplied from the old power house,
because we did not have sufficient current
for the tramways. They must be supplied
from the new power house, in which case
the new power house must be completed,
Otherwise, how are the Government getting
the increased current while denying the in-
creased power to the tramwvays The Min-
ister should endeavour to give us some ex-
planation of it, because I know that West
G-uildford is getting current, and I -want to
know where they axe getting it from.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As repre-
senting the Honorary Minister, I have given
the Committee all the information that is in
my possession. No doubt the Honorary Min-
ister knows personally the werking of the
department, and he will tell the Committee
whvat he does know. I am sure the Gov-
erninent are as fully alive as any other Gov-
ernment have been to the necessity for the
power house being put into commission at
the earliest possible moment. If, however,
they have not the switchboard and cannot
get the complicated machinery, they cannot
sup ply current.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: The only way to get
the information would be to report progress
until the Honorary Minister is available.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will see
that you get the information.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: These -works have
been under construction for a considerable
time. I admit that progress has been ham-
p~ered through the wvar and through trans-
port difficulties, but nevertheless we should
know -when the works are to he completed.
If we cannot g-et the machinery it is, of
course, very awkward, hut surelyi Germany
is not the only nation that could supply it.
As I have said, some current is go-
inga out from the power-house and there-
fore the question arises, -why do they
not send out more? I know that current is
being eapplied from the power-house to
West Guildford and also to Mr. Padbury YS
mill at Guildford. Why, then, cannot in-
creased power be supplied to the tramways
with a view to giving better facilities to the
travelling public?

The PREMIER: The information I have
is that a generator will be started imme-
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diately after the new year. I cannot say
where those people referred to by the hon.
member are getting their current now.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) :A certain quantity of current is being
generated now, and I think it is going to
West Guildford. However, the full current
cannot be supplied until the switchboard
arrives. The tramways do not require more
power just now, because they have not the
extra cars.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-State batteries, £71,168:
Item, Working andf other maintenance ex-

penses, £49,780.
Air. TAYLOR: Will the Minister give us

some injformation in regard to this expendi-
ture?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Esti-
mates for this year are based on the handling
of 106,000 tons as against 103,000 tons
handled during 1915-16. There has always
been a loss on these batteries, but the system
is of great value in opening up and main-
taining the goldfields, and the loss incurred
is really by wag~ of subsidy to mining. I am
satisfied that the expenditure is very care-
fully watched by the Superinitendent of State
Batteries and the other officers of the de-
partment, and that every possible economy
is being exercised. But I have observed that
the tonnage submitted to our State batteries
is less than it was previously. Plenty of
stone means cheaper costs, and I trust that
tit the end of the war more stone will come
along to assist the profitable issue of our
State batteries.

[ 10 o'clock a.m.]

Mr. TAYLOR: I have listened with pleas-
ure to the elaborate explanation read by the
Minister and his apology-for his short occu-
p~ation of the position of Minister for Mines.
There is one thing he need not have apolo-
gised for, and that is his arrogance. I would
like to know where the 106,000 tons are to
be crushed.

.The Minister for Mines: If any words of
mine have given offence to the hon. member
I will withdraw them and say that I am sorry
that they were used. I can let him have
a list of the State batteries which I have here'
There are 32 altogether.

Mir. TAYLOR: We are entitled to have
some more information in regard to the
State batteries, because I noticed by this
morning's paper that the country is £117,000
light weight in the revenue returns for the
past mon th, and I would like to know what
proportion of that loss is attributable to
batteries.

The Minister for Mines: So far as I am
aware, not any of it.

Mir. TAYLOR: What was the loss on the
running of State batteries last mnonth?

The Minister for Mines: I have not with
me the monthly returns, but the system shows
there will be a loss on the running for the
12 months of £713, and the average loss
for the past eight years has been just on
£6,000, so that £700 would be a normal loss.

Mr. TAYLOR: We axe surprised that
the loss is not greater. Is the Minister going
to alter the existing conditions by getting
his business acumen and legal knowledge to
work and endeavour to convert what has
been a failure into a success?~

The MIINISTER FOR MINES: The
State has never entertained for a mnoment
the idea of selling State bateries. These
batteries are the best means we have of as-
sisting the industry. I regret I have not be-
fore me at the moment and cannot supply
the figures month by month which the hon.
member asks for. If he is anxious to receive
them, I shall be glad -to underake to place
them in his hands.

Item, Purchase of Tailings £C20,000.

Mr. TAYLOR: Is the Minister purchas-
ing tailings under the old conditions, or is
anything being done in a new way? For
years the percentage has been very unsatis-
factory.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
has been no change whatever in the pro-
cedure with respect to the purchase of tail-
ings since I succeeded my predecessor.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Tourist Resorts, Cave-house, etc.,
£69,959:

Item, Officer in charge, Rottnest £300.
Mr. W". D. JOHNSON: It is totally un-

necessary to keep a highly paid officer in
charge at Rottnest at a salary of £300 a
year. He simply acts as caretaker.
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Mr. Taylor: He has to look after the
whole institution, and there is a lot of work
in progress on the island.

Air. W. D. JOHNS ON: There is nothing
for a highly paid man to do in the off sea-
son, which lasts the greater part of -the year.
I may mention that I raised this question
when the previous Government held office.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I found
the department as shown on the Estimates.
rphe officer referred to has been in charge at
Rottnest for some considerable time. He
has certainly not been kicking his heels
there, having been engaged in supervising
the repair of the damage resulting to the
place from the internment of aliens. Dam-
ages to the amount of £4,000 were claimed
from the Federal Government in this ye-
spect, and £2,000 allowed.

-Mr. CARPENTER: The member for
Guildford cannot have been at Rottnest for
several years.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: I -was there shortly
before the island was used for the intern-
mnent of prisoners.

Mr. CAR1PENTER: If the member for
Guildford would visit Roltnest during the
summer season, he xvould see what responsi-
hilities and work the officer in chiarge has.

2Ar. Heitmana: It is a pity the officer is
not a little more courteous to visitors. He
is an ignorant aud arrogant bounder.

Mr. Taylor: You- must have some per-
sonal enmnity towvards him.

Mr. CARPETNTER: The officer is no-
thing of the kind. Mr. Paterson has a
great deal to do, being in charge of the
post office and the store. During the occu-
Jpation of the island by the prisoners of
war, the turnover at the store amounted to
hundreds of ponds per week, resulting in
a handsome profit. Durinz the summer sea-
son the store also does well, and there is no
loss on its operations during the winter, It
would be a great mistake to suppose that
this money is not -well spent, and that the
mian who is the officer in charge does not
hold a responsible position.

Mr. ANGWIN: I do not say anything
against Mir. Paterson personally. I do say
that an officer of that salary is not wanted
at Rottnest. Mir. Paterson was relieved of
the work because he could not agree with

the men who were put in charge of the
prisoners. There was a strike there on one
occasion with the prisoners.

Mr. Carpenter: He is the officer ini charge
of the work.

Mr. ANO WIN: lie is not. Mir. Hand is
the officer in charge, an~d the man who was--
sent from the prison of which he is the Gov-
ernor.

Mir. Taylor: He. does not go there twice
a month.

AMr. ANGWIN: He is the senior wvarder
occupying a similar position to that occu-
pied by Mir. Paterson. -He was there as the
senior warder. The prison and the prisoners
are there still.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : There are 50 there, black and white.

Mr. ANGWIN: During the busy season
Mr. Paterson is the caretaker of the island.
There are two or three men who do the
work, and can do it as well as any man with
less salary than Mr. Paterson enjoys. A
storernan is also appointed when stores have
to be kept there, but owing to the inter-
ference of this man, the storemen have had
to be continually changed. At the time the
German prisoners were there one of the
military officers was doing the biggest trade
with them, and the Prison Department had
a big turnover in the matter of hread.

MTr. Carpenter: The German prisoners
had a syndicate to buy things in Perth.

Mr. ANGWIN: That was done through
this military officer. There was an investi-
gation held. He was; doing more trade than
anyone else. A big p~rofit was made through
the baker with which the prison was dealing.
'[his officer could be easily transferred to
another position and a man with a small
salary put in his place.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will
look into the question mentioned by hon.
members and see whether the services of
this man could not be more usefully em-
ployed elsewhere, and whether it is neces-
sary to retain his services there.

Mr. TAYLOR: T have come in contact
with MIr. Paterson and have always found
him a courteous and obliging officer. To
put a man there at a lower salary in an
important place of that description is ab-
surd. MNr. Paterson is capable of holding a
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higher position and receiving a higher sal-
ary. If any other State in the Common-
wvealth had control of Rottniest, with all the
money which has been spent upon it up to
date, they would have a man there on a
salary of not less than £1,000 a year to look
after it. Money spent there is well spent.

Mr. GREEN: I do not wish to say any-
thing disagreeable about Mr. Paterson but,
to he truthful, I must confess that from his
general attitude to-wards tourists, Mr. Pater-
son is wholly unfitted for his position. His
treatment of common people over there is
most offensive and in itself unfits him for
the position. I have heard him order
women about in a manner that made my
blood boil.

The -ATTORNEY GENERAL: At the
first convenient opportunity I will look into
this matter and formn my own -opinion on the
question. I have long recognised that the
island is one of the hest and most con-
venient resorts we have in Western Aus-
tralia, and had the conditions heen better
it would have given me pleasure to hiave
framed Estimates more in accordance with
the desires of the visiting public. I am
entirely in sympathy with the development
of the island.

[Hon. 31. F. Troy took the Chair.

Mr. CARPENTER: Items Nos. 5 and 6
provide sums of money for the general
development of Rottnest, the maintenance
of the Yalingup Cave House, the re-erection
of camps and renovation of buildings at
Rottniest. I am glad to find the Minister
is in sympathy with the development of
Rottnest. Can the Minister say -what portion
of the amount in Item 5 will be dlevoted to
the development of the island and what
work is proposed? I would he glad Vf he
would also inform us if the £C2,000 received
from the Commonwealth Government is to be
devoted exclusively to the purpose for which
it was received. It would be most unfair
to permanently put that sum into revenue.
I understand the Minister has in mind some
idea off a new method of control by a board.
Under the Tourists Department the island is
not getting the attentio *n it should receive.
One factor retarding the development of the
island is the present system of divided con-

trol, which inherently means confusion.
There is no reason at all why the work of
renovation and restoration should not go on
through the summer months. If this were
done great improvements would be effected
in time for all those people who go across
to the island after the general holidays. If
the Minister will try to make up for the
time lost while the island was under the
control of the Commonwealth, it will be a
good investment from the point of view of
the State, and will contribute materially to
the health of the people.

The ATTORN-EY GENERAL: I will
content myself with briefly answering the
hon. member's questions in the affirmative.

Vote put and passed.

Vote I onoanooka estate, t25,37':
M-r. WV. D. JOHNSON: I wouild like to

know whether the Minister has thought out
a deflinite policy for the future development
of the estate. Last year we cropped 5,000
acres entirely by Government effort. Thep
wheat went into the pool and so we cannot
get the result of the year's operations until
the pool is cleaned up.

Mr. Smith: Yes, we could have an inform-
ative statement.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSONT\: f think a state-
ment has been prepared.

iMr. Angwin: It has never been made pub)-
lic.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: At all events, the
lion. member can probably get from the
Niinister the information hie desires. The
manager asked me whether I would be op-
posed to letting some of the land on the
share system and I said that so long, as it
wvas let on an equitable basis we could pro-
reed on those lines. 'We cropped 6,000 acres
again. Five thousand of the 6,000 have been
cropped a second time. Does the Minister
propose to proceed with the additional area
wvith the view of continuing cropping op-
erations or will hie allow it to be cropped for
the second time?

[11 o'clock a.rn.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
policy laid down by the Government regard-
ing Yandanooka and endorsed by myself is
that -we should as soon as possible endeavour
to get this land settled. I thought it would
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be an excellent field for returned soldiers
and I am going to reserve a portion of the
estate for them. It is my desire as soon as
arrangements can be made to get the laud
settled.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: You will reserve
some of it for stock breeding?

The Minister for Lands: Probably somn-
thling of that sort might he done.

Air. CARPENTER: I am glad to hear
the Minister state that the Government in-
tend to set aside a portion of this estate
for returned soldiers. Although I am not
an agriculturist I have an idea that some-
thing should be done in connection with this
estate by co-operative farming and by which
returned soldiers even though not agricul-
turists could be employed on the land under
expert direction. A soldier should have a
certain portion of the estate allotted to him
and he could subsequently become the owner
Of it.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Albany Cool Stores, £-822:
AMr. ANGW1N: Will the Minister please

inform the Committee how much butter is
made at this place?

The Minister for Mines: None at all.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister

should endeavour to keep the Albany people
tip to their responsibilities. Representations
were made to me when I was Minister and
I was informed that 800 cows would be
milked within a radius which would supply
cream for the factory. 'A small plant was
put in and after havig got everything
ready, we were disappointed by the want ot!
application on the part of the people. No-
thing has been done up to date. I advise
the Minister very strongly to give attention
to the Capel district and give encouragement
there in the direction of butter production.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Aborigines' Cattle Station, Mloola-

bulla, £4,517-agreed to.
Vote- Governmen t Refrigerating Works,

£3,528:
Air. W. D. JOHNSON: The building mit

present occupied by the Government Refrig-
crating Department is totally inadequat P.
and moreover it is in a deplorable state of
disrepair. Representations have been made
from time to time for money to be sp)ent

on maintenance and general repairs, but this
has not been possible because the Railway
Department desire to get hold of that land
where the works are, and it appears they are
justified in acquiring it because it is badly
wanted for railway purposes. It would be
foolish, therefore, for us to spend any money
on the building in the way of repairs. In
consequence of the condition of the place,
the works are not able to cope with the de-
inand of the mnetropolitan area and the price
of ice last year went up. That was due to
the fact that private enterprise were not
subject as they were before to Government
competition. Plans have been prepared for
ncw buildings in the area of land secured
at West Perth. Arrangements have been
made to put a siding in, and the buildings
will be so situated that while being con-
venient to the siding they will also be con-
venient to the vegetable and other markets
which it is proposed to erect in the same
locality. An officer of the department was
sent to the Eastern States to visit various
works a little while back, and as the result
of his trip these plans, I understand, are
being prepared. 1 appeal to the Mlinister
to try to, find money to go on -with the erec-
tion of the buildings. Although the markets
are required, there is not such an urgent
need for them as there is for the refrigerat-
ing works. Seeing that so much expenditure
has been incurred and that the buildings
have been allowed to drift into such a bad.
state of repair, a point has been reached of
either passing out of the trade altogether
and leaving it to private enterprise, which
cannot cope with it, or else of providing
new plant on the site already selected.

Mr. ANGWIN: In my opinion there is
no urgent necessity for refrigerating -works
in Perth, but there is a necessity for them at
Frem~antle, in conjunction with the Wynd-
hami freezing works. Fruit chambers might
be established in connection with refrig-er-
ating works at Fremantle. Care must be
taken that the distance from the refrigera-
ting works to the mail steamer berth is not
too great, as the fruit might be damaged in
transit from store to ship.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
pleased to have heard the remarks of hon.
members, and especially those of the mem-
ber for Guildford. Refrigerating is so in-
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terwoven with the market question that it is
hardly' possible to discuss one without the
other. I will keep the suggestions of hon.
members before me until the time arrives
when the subject can be dealt with.

Vote-put and passed.

*Vote -Kalgoorlie A battoirs, £,094-

ag-reed to.
Vol c-Melropolitav Abatioirs and Stile

Yards, £-19,383:

Mr. W. Di. JOHNSON: How do matters
stand in regard to this project? I am aware
that for thle lpast six months matters have
been in an unsettled condition owing to thle
objection entertained by some of the whole-
sale firms to Government control. An Abat-
toirs Act 'was passed by a Liberal Govern-
mnent, but not put into operation for some
years. It was first applied at Midland Junc-
tion. There it was found that those uinder
Government control could not compete with
those not under Government control, while
difficulty was experienced in getting all in-
terests to co-op~erate with the Government in
order to attain the best results. Eventually,
it was decided that one abattoir should be
leased. Consideration was given to the ad-
visability of erecting abattoirs on up to date
lines in the vicinity of Fremantle, but it

was recognised that upon the completion
of the Wyndhamn freezing works the whole
of the meat trade might be disorganised.
It %vas very difficult to see how the business
would be controlled, say 12 months after the
completion of the Wyndham freezing works.
Therefore it was decided to lease rather than
to purchase or erect abattoirs. The Union
abattoirs and sale yards were then leased,
with power of extension so that the Gov-
ernment would be able to cope with the whole
of the metropolitan area. It is rumoured
that the Government have obtained a lease
of the Anchorage abattoirs 8lso. The Gov-
ernment had quite suffict abattoirs, and
it was possible for thle three concerns to cope
with the whole of the killing. If the rumnour
is correct, the additional abattoirs will con-
stitute an extra burden, which will have to
be eventually borne by the consumer of meat.
I think the Government could have managed
with the ababtoirs they had.

-The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
were various troubles in regard to the abat-

toirs after I came into the department. The
member for Guildford (Mr. W. D. Johnson)
himself told me that I would probably have
a good deal of trouble. He was up against
very hard-headed business men, who wanted
to get thle best end of the stick. When the
hot weather came, it was found that the
Union abattoirs were not large enough. I
was there myself and saw that the work was
very much congested. Tfhere was culoughb
room in the cold weather, but in summer.
-when the carcases could not hang close to-
gether, there was trouble. I therefore de-
cided to rent Mr. Copley's abattoirs for 1-2
months at a very moderate rental. Now,
instead of the Government killing for the
butchers, the butchers to all the killing for
themselves.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: What is the rental?

The MINISTER FOR T INDS: Very
low. Certainli - tuan F£200 a year.
The butchers are satisfied, and matters are
going on comfortably at present.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Do you think you
can work it on a payable basis?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
so. It is the only method which will give
satisfaction to the butchers. There has been
considerable trouble in getting the fees in
that were owing by the butchers. I have
had to bring pressure to bear upon them,
but the fees are now forthcomiug.

Air. Taylor: What has been done in re-
ference to the private abattoirs on the Wanl-
neroo-road? Are they closed up?

The Atl NISTER. FOR LANDS: Yes.
The owners of these abattoirs must kill at
the metropolitan abattoirs.

Mir. TAYLOR: I do not think there can
be any comnplaint from the health point of
view so far as the Wanneroo abattoirs are
concerned. They would be a ereat conveni-
ence to the butchers if they were allowed to
be used. It is a pity to see them lying idle
whilst other places are congested. Could
not the Minister extend some consideration
in the matter?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
are good abattoirs. The owners had power
to go in and get the right to kill in their
own abattoirs but 4hey failed to do so and
had to come in under the scheme. We had
to centralise the abattoirs.
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Mr. Taylor: They received no eompensa-
tion ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
were not entitled to it.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Perth City Markets, £729-agreed

to.
Vote-State Dairy Farm, £C3,176:

Mir. W. D. JOHNSON: Does the price
which the Government are charging for the
milk supp-lied from this dairy in any way
reasonably compare with the price that is
charged by private enterprise? The dairy
which. is well equipped with facilities,
shioud be made to pay, but it appears from
the Estimates that the estimated rcven~e is
£2,700, whilst the estimated expenditure is
£3,176.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min
ister) : The dairy is paying. The estimated
quantity of milk produced and supplied to
the hospital for the insane is set down as
worth £1,600, but that is not included in the
revenue and receipts for technical reasons.
If it was so included, there would be a pro-
fit of about £1,300 against the dairy.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: The State dairy
does not give any credit for the milk sup-
plied to the Claremont asylum?~

liHon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : No.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: It would be a
very difficult mnatter to estimate the actual
value of the milk supplied to the asylum
because that institution must slin, ly a fair
amount of labour which it would be difficult
to assess the value of. This shows that the
dairy is being worked satisfactorily, and is
showing a profit.

Vote put and passed.

[M1r. Carpenter took the Chair.]

Vote-Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage, £,239,603:

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary _Mini-
ister) : The estimated expenditure in respect
of this department shows an increase of
£,5,431 over the expenditure for last year.
This is a very small increase when the mag-
nitude of this undertaking is considered.
The department is increasing the length of
its mains, and putting down additional ex-
tensions every year, and naturally the cost

of maintenance is growing year by year. A
large expansion has taken and is taking
place in the works in the metropolis; addi-
tional undertakings have to be provided for
in rural and miningf districts; and provision
is made for the enlarging of the main and
providing of pumps at Bullfinch, this work-
alone being estimated to cost £,2,900. An
increase of £1,023 occurs in respect of sal-
aries and general expenses. It must be re-
membered, however, that last year a deduc-
tion of 7.39 per cent. was made from the
salaries, for a portion of the year; this
deduction amounted to £800. This year pro-
vision is tiade for fall salaries. The auto-
mati 'c increases to officers receiving less than
£1156 per annum involves an additional £700;
whilst a further am-ount of £800 is provided
for annual and long service leave payments
to officers serving with the A.I.F. Reclassi-
fication and promotional increases amount
to £,400; and allowances to officers relieving
others on active service total another £C180.
Against these increases economies have been
effected in other directions, namely £2,165
in salaries, and £192 in incidental expenses.
We have submitted the question of handing
over the control of the Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Departmnent to the
local authorities, extending from Fremantle
to Mfundaring. They have expressed a de-
sire to take over this control. It fits in with
the policy of the Government to give these
people concerned the control of their own
matters. It is under consideration by these
local bodies, extending from the Darling
Ranges to Fremantle. They will send in
any suggestions they may have in respect to
the powers they would like; that is to say,
whether they require full control or merely
that of a hoard of management. When we
arrive at a definite understanding a Bill will
be submitted to Parliament. But the Gov-
ernment will not give them full control un-
less they accept the fall responsibility. If
they do that and take over the whole thing
at what it cost the Government, the Govern-
ment will have but little further concern in
the enterprise, except, of course, from a
national point of view.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I had proposed
to congratulate the Government on their de-
termination to retain and continue the econ-
omical national control of the water supply
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of the metropolitan area, but I find, from
the remarks of the Minister, that there is a
possibility of some other method of control
being introduced. We should hesitate be-
fore making any alteration in the control of
water. If the essential water is to be under
board control the board is responsible to
only a section of the people, which is un-
,desirable.

Hion. J. D. Cionnolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) :It is for Parliament to say what con-
trol the Government shall retain.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: According to the
Minister, negotiations are proceeding. I1
hope the negotiations will go no farther.
W'e arc asked to make provision for 12
months for the administration of the de-
partment.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) :It will not pass out of the hands of
the Government until at least that time shall
have expired.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I am pleased to
bhear it. It is very undesirable that we
-should again separate the various water sup-
plies. It means the separation of the met-
ropolitan supply from the goldfields supply.

Hon. J. D). Connolly ( Honorary Minis-
ter) : But the other supplies will not he
separated.

Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: In any ease it
means retrogTession and the creation of at
least two organisations to look after oue
function. The Minister has discussed the
question with the local authorities and en-
couraged them to believe that somethings of
the sort will be done. While Perth is clam-
ouring- to get control it is possible that they
mayv secure it in defiance of the outside
bodies. Perth should not be allowed to as-
suime control over any part of the scheme
ouitside the municipal boundaries.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorar 'y Minis-
ter) : The board -will be truly representative
of the w 'hole of the local authorities; tMore
is no idea of giving it to Perth.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Well, that is re-
aissuring. There must be something like una-
nimity before the Government alter the ex-
isting conditions. In my opinion the Water
Supply Department is one of the best or-
ganised in the State. Their collections of
revenue are really astonishing when we con-
sider the times. They have had as high as

90 per cent. of the ontstandings in one
year. This is mainly, if not solely, due to
the wonderful organising ability of the
Under Secretary, who is one of the bright
spots of the public service.

Mr. Underwood: The background must be
pretty dark.

Mr. W. B. JOHNSON: The hon. member
speaks most on subjects he has no knowv-
ledge of. In this case again, he is speaking
without his book. The way the department has
handled the water main from Mundaring
to the goldields is most commendable. Ow-
ing to the capable handling- of the concern
by the engineer, Mr. O'Brien, we have been
saved enormous expenditure.

IHou. j. D. Connolly (Honorary M\inis-
ter) : He has done some very fine work there.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: He has done
wonderfully good work. When we have anl
engineer who has shown such wonderful
cap abilities lie should not he paid a salary
of £636 per annum. I have no hesitation in
saying that not less than £750 is a fair sal-
ary for an officer carrying his responsibility
and securing- his results. I wish also to
drawv attention to the number of draftsmen
employed in this department. I regret very
mueh that the drafting, rooms were not con-
tinued in conjunction withi the Works De-
partment, It is the having various rooms
doing one class of work which costs so much
money. If we concentrated the drafting inl
one or two offices we would get a great deal
more work at less cost. However, generally
speaking, the department is giving excellent
results.

[12 o'clock noon, Friday.]

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not quite agree
with the hon. member, who, it will be
remembered, was responsible for the present
organlisation. I have objected to a part
of this organisation from its very inception.
I warned the hon. member at the time
that he was doing wrong in amalgamating
the goldfields water supply with the
metropolitan water supply. I do not
know that there is any reasonable oppo-
sition to what is known as the goldfieldls
water scheme being controlled by this
department, but there is objection to the
goldields water supply being attached
to the department. This makes provision
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for supplying water on the goldfields in
the way of wells and dams. That cannot
properly be controlled in Perth with the
knowledge the Under Secretary of the
Department has. I want to impress on
the Minister the necessity for removing
that branch of the water supply from
the metropolitan system and transfer it
to the control of Mr. O'Brien of the Mines
Department who had it before. It would
then be controlled better and at less cost
and greater facilities would be afforded
the goldields. The secretary in Perth
knows .nothing about the goldfields. I
also enter my protest against the eulogy
of the administration of the metropolitan
water supply. It is anything but what it
should be, and if we put an expert business
man mn charge of the department, lie would
cut the staff down by 25 per cent. and then
give the people a cheaper supply than they
are getting to-day. The department have
the conscience to take advantage of an Act
of Parliament and charge 10s. for storm
water drainage operations -which are not
performed at all.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Min-
ister) : I made an alteration in that the
other day.

Mr. TAYLOR: Then the Minister has
done a service to the people. It has
to be remembered that Government is
finance, and here we are dealing with
financial matters under conditions which
human endurance will not stand.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Min-
ister) : You have not reached your limit
yet.

Mr. TAYLOR: Endurance was given
me to cope -with Governments of this kind
and to defend people from such atrocious
government. It is only because of the
necessity for the presence of the Premier
in Melbourne that I am allowing these
Estimates to go through, but in view of
the deficit of last month-

Mr. Collier: It put us off our breakfast.

Mr. TAYLOR: There is a possibility
through that deficit of many people not
having any breakfast at all. Reverting
to the water supply, I hope the Minister
will make some effort to bring about an

teration and give cheaper facilities to
e people.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I have a few-
words to say in regard to what I consider-
to be the necessity of undertakings of this
description being managed by the people
who are served.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Min-
ister): That is what we are going to do.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: To make such a-
scheme successful we must pass a measure
compelling the various little municipalities-
to become one organisation. In the metro-
politan area there should be only three.
municipal councils, Fremantle, Perth, and
Midland Junction and all the services.
supplied to the people in those areas should
he managed by those people only. Trains,
markets, water supply-

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
cannot discuss a question of policy.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I heard the mem-
ber for Guildford discuss it at some length
and he obtained a promise from the Min-
ister that they were going to put this
policy into force.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must confine himself to the question before
the Chair.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: While my dis-
cussion is being cut down, the member for
Guildford was allowed to refer to these
matters, and hie received a reply from the,
Honorary Minister who promised various
things in regard to them. It seems to me
that I should be able to give my opinion
on them.

The CHAIRMAN: The question has.
been raised and discussed and ruled upon
and we must preserve the ruling.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: May I follow the
remarks of the member for Guildford when
he spoke about the inadvisability of handing
these works ever to a local body.

The CEHAIRMAN: At my request
he desisted.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I will come to the
question of storm water drainage. Wer
find that the department is charginig storm
water drainage over very large areas which
are not served by the drains.

Mr. Munsie: Over areas where it is
impossible for them to be served.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I contend this
would not be the case if we had different
management. If the people themselves,
and they only, had control of the depart-
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moent, there would be no such iniquitous
-charges. I will not enter into the question
of whether the Water Supply Department
is properly managed. Amalgamation of
the whole of the water supply schemes of
this State with the Water Supply Depart-
ment would not, I think, conduce to
economy. One metropolitan control would
probably result in economy.

Mr. MUNSIE: In answer to a question
relative to storm water drainage, which
I asked recently, the reply given to me by
the Honorary Minister included the follow-

The storm water drainage districts
under the Act have consequently been
constituted to embrace all lands from
which there is a fall directly draining
into a storm water drain.

'The reply concluded-
The extension of the main drain of

North Perth has been authorised, and
will shortly be put in hand.

The department deserve condemnation for
-collecting rates which they have no right
to collect. North Perth, from Raglan-
road to Walcott-street and from Clifton-
street to the street at the top of the bowling
green, an area containing between 800
and 1,000 residences, can never derive
any benefit from storm water drainage
until this supposed drain mentioned in
the Honorary Minister's reply is constructed
at some time in the dim and distant future.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Min-
ister): It will be constructed right away.

Mr. MUNSIE: Not one particle of that
ar~ea can possibly get a storm water service
for the year for which rates are to be
demanded. I have here an illegal demand
for 12s. 9d. in respect of stormwater drain-
age. The water Supply Department issue
their rate notices and demand that the rates
be paid by the 30th November for the
12 months ending on 30th June, 1917
-otherwise one cannot get rebate for
excess water. When I called to pay my
rates I was told that inquiries were being
made, and that if it wee found that the
storm water rate was being charged
illegally a refund would be made ; but that
I must pay the storm water rate at once
if I wanted to obtain my rebate event-
ually. This reply, I find, was given to
everyone who protested. Probably the

question will be tested in the law courts.
I am making this statement not so much
on my own behalf as on behalf of numerous
residents who are workingrmen earning
9s. a day.

Vote put and passed.
Vote--Sale of Government Property Trust

Account, £191,662:
Mr. ANOWIN: Objection has been

taken by some members of the present
Government, and also by some officials,
to the vote of £15,000 on the Sale of Coy.
erment Property Trust Account last year
for harbour improvements. The difficulty
might easily have been got over by trans-
ferring the vote of £15,000 to the General
Estimates, and transferring from the General
Estimates some items to the Sale of Gov-
ernment Property Trust Account Vote.
That would not have made any difference
to the finances.

Vote put and passed.
State Trading Concerns-
Votes-Meat Stall Supplies, etcetera,

£25,277 ; Shipment of Cattle from the
North-West, £120,078 ; State Brick Works,
£1,430 ; State Ferries, £6,622-agreed to.

Vote-State Fish Supply, £9,600 :
Mr. GREEN: A letter was recently

written by the member for Coolgardie
to the Fisheries Department concerning
the establishment of the State fish supply
in Coolgardie, and he received a reply from
the secretary of the department, stating
that in view of the possible abstention of
the operations of the State fish supply it
was impossible to deal with the question
at the present juncture. This was rather
disquieting news to me, because it was
likely that there would be a discontinuance
of the service in Kalgoorlie and Boulder.
This service has been of great public utility
on the goldfields. In the Kalgoorlie Miner
recently, the following paragraph ap-
peared:

Nothing has been heard by the vendors
of the Government fish in Kalgoorlie
and B3oulder of the suggested possi-
bility of the closing of supplies, as in-
timated in a communication from the
secretary of the Fisheries Department
to Mr. G. Lambert, M.L.A. Mrs. F.
Smith', who has controlled the Boulder
depot for the past year and nine months,
says her average sales have risen from
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500 lbs. to between 1,100 lbs. and 1,200
lbs. weekly. Last week it was 1,150 lbs.
As much as 2,000 lbs. was got rid of in
one week at Easter, and the demand
locally is very good. The Kalgoorlie
depot at the City markets, according to
Mr. F. Palmer, who has been in charge
since it was first established, is still
being well patronised, and supplies last
week were 3 cwt. on Wednesday and
350 lbs. on Friday. The highest sale in
Kalgoorlie was also at Easter, when
11 cwt. was disposed of inside several
hours.

At one time the price of fish was prohibitive.
so far as the workers were concerned in
Kagloorlie, owing to the ring. But with the
establishment of the Sate fish supplies up
there schnapper came down to anything
from 4d. to 5d. a lb., and whiting to a
similar extent. The venture has proved
a great success. If the Minister could only
see the number of housewives who attend
the fish markets on Fridays he would
consider well before abolishing the State
supplies up there. If it is deemed that the
service does not pay, then I would suggest
that the price of schuapper should be
increased from 7d. a lb. to 8d. If there is
a deficiency and this is the reason why
the State fish supply is to be closed up
I am prepared to say that the goldfields
people would willingly pay this additional
id. in the pound.

Hon. J. D. COINNOLLY (Honorary
Minister) : The matter will be inquired
into.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-State hotels, £96,855
Mr. ANOWIN: I would draw the

attention of the Minister to a Ministerial
foot-note which appeared in the IVest
Australian recently, when we supplied them
with a balance sheet. The portion to which
I refer is as follows: -

Some £12,000 odd was spent in pro-
curing supplies of liquors and in the
retail trade the price is fixed so as to
provide at least 100 per cent. margin.
On that basis it might be expected that
for the expenditure of £C12,000 a gross
profit of a similar amount should be
shown. The gross profit was only £3,700,
and as there was a loss of £270 on the
year's operations, when all charges were

taken into account, the question of where,
the profits have gone to, and 'the ex-
planation of the position will, doubtless,
receive the attention of the Ministerial
head of the department.

The greatest complaint I have heard in
regard to hotels in the back country has
been in connection with the adulteration of
liquor.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Min-
ister) : In the State hotels?

Air. ANGWEN: No. I hope this note
of warning by the Minister will not have
the tendency to induce those in charge-of
the hotels to adulterate liquor in order to,
make larger profits. If by the adulter-
ation of liquor it is possible to make larger
profits to the detriment of the man who.
drinks it, it is better to have no profit at
all.

Mrf. FOLEY: Our State hotels in the
past have been too much managed from
Perth. More power should be given to
those in charge of the hotels in the matter
of the liquor sold. If men want a certain
kind of beer in a centre the Governmnent
should be able to supply them with what
they require.

The Attorney General: They asked for
Union beer in one place, and I provided.
it right away.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-State implement and engineering

works, £98,855; State quarries, £8,460;
State steamship service, £e172,950; State
sawmills, £6233,024-agreed to.

This completed the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

[The Speaker took the Chair.]

Resolutions as passed in Committee of
Supply granting to His Majesty supplies
amounting to £C4,243,154 were formally
reported.

On motion by the Premier report from
Committee of Supply adopted.

Committee of lVays and Mleans.
The House having resolved into Com-

mittee of Ways and Means, Mir. S. Stubbs
in the Clair,

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex) [12-45 p.m., Friday): I move-

That towards making good the supply
granted to His Mlajesty a sum not ex-

1422



[30 NOVEMBER, 1016.] 12

,ceeding £C3,348,100 be granted out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Western
Australia, a sum not exceeding £191,662
from the Sale of Government Property
Trust Account, and a further sum of
£C703,392 out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund for the purpose of State Trading
Concerns.
Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, and the report

Adopted.

BILL-LOAN' £1,537,000.

Mclssa~ze from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
1)uVP~s&s of the Bill.

Second Reading.
Debate resumyed from the 29th Nov-

-ember.
-Mr. ANGWAIN (North-East Fremantle)

[12 -47 p.m., Friday] : I regret very much
that there is no additional provision in
the -Loan Bill for the' construction of the
new bridge and deviation of the railway
at Rocky Bay. There is a small balance
left from the moneys already raised, but
that is all. Some years have elapsed
since first we were warned against the use
of the old bridge, and presently it will be
necessary to put in a new foundation cost-
ing a large sum of money. Even now a
considerable sum is 'spent annually in
keeping the foundation of the bridge in
repair, in order to avert disaster. The
Railway Department has drawn the at-
tention of the Government to the position
on several occasions. It is a matter of
urgency, and I regret that no provision
has been made in the Loan Bill for carry-
ing on the construction of the new bridge.

Mir. CARPENTER (Fremantle) [12- 50
p.m., Friday] : I am glad the Government
are alive to the necessity for keeping at
least some portions of the State up to the
usual standard of development and pro-
gress. One has heard and read so much
of late of the dark side of our financial
position that if one did not think and act
for oneself one would begin to believe
that all he hears and reads is true, and
that we had come to the end of our tether,
-with no prospects worth looking to. I am
aware that the position financially is not

as bad iis some croakers would have us
believe. I am also aware that what may
happen at the forthcoming conference of
Premiers will have a very important effect
upon our finances for the coming year.
I suppose, indeed, the effect of the passing
of this Bill is, to some extent, subject to
what happens between our Treasurer and
the Federal Treasurer when they meet next
week. One can only express the hope that
the Federal Government, who have a larger
control over finance than have we, will
be as generous at least as they have been
in days gone by, and will, if possible, strain
a point to enable us to meet the difficulties
occasioned by a dislocated money market.
I resent the efforts that have been made
during the last week to induce the public
to believe that there is no disposition on the
part of members on this side to assist in
bringing something like order out of our
present financial chaos. From something
which was said byl the leader of the Oppo-
sition when speak~ing here a few days ago,
a rumour was started that he was in favour
of the sinking of all party differences, and
a united action, with a view to putting our
finances generally upon a more satisfactory
basis. That rumour has been allowed to
spread and grow until we are actually
charged in the Press with being unwilling
to co-operate with the Government and
the party supporting them in an effort
to make our financial position better than
it is.

The Premier: We have not complained.
Mrx. CARPENTER: No, I am not

charging the Premier with the statement.
I was glad to notice that when the matter
was mentioned to the Premier' he was
careful not to comnmit himself. H~e recog-
nised that the Opposition have functions to
carry out which are a duty to the public
and that the Opposition cannot, in justice
to themselves, lay aside those duties on any
question, least of all on the big, and im-
portant question of finance. Personally.
I have no objection whatever to any
committee being appointed to discuss
either revenue or loan propositions, but
I do recognise that my duty as a member
is to be free to criticise the proposals of
any Government or any committee, no
matter which party that committee or
Government may represent. And, seeing
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that the party to which I belong have on
several occasions submitted financial pro-
posals in accordance with the policy to
which it is pledged, the public cannot say
that it does not know our attitude on the
best means of getting our finances into
a proper state.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. CARPENTER: Yes, I am afraid

I am getting off the track- I have a
personal interest in the question of the
small sum which has been provided for one
of our biggest State undertakings, namely
the Fremantle Harbour extension.

The Premier: That is the limit of my
powers to borrow. I could not do any
more.

Mr. CARPENTER: I quite recognise
the Treasurer's limitations, but I do not
know whether he has been quite alive to
the necessity for immediate provision for
the extension of trade in connection with
the harbour. I am sure, so far as he is
concerned, he would be perfectly willing to
spend all he could get and considered
necessary in making provision for that
great and growing port. We had a policy
of expansion laid down by the previous
Government and that policy, I take it,
will not be departed from by the present
Government. It is evident that they
propose to continue to carry out the work
on the lines laid down by their predecessors,
but I would point out the danger of delaying
too long. The extensions must be made
to meet the demand that will surely come
as soon as the war is over. The next
extension of the Frcenantle harbour is a
very big step and will take a very long
time. Two bridges have to be removed
and a new bridge constructed ;railways
and roads must be deviated. All that
work is inevitable before an additional foot
of new wharfage is laid. 'That work will
take at least two years from the time it
is authorised, which mcans that there is
no possibility of getting additional harbour
extension for the next three or four years.
In the meantime the other States are
awakening to the fact that they must
have a depth of 40 feet in their harbours to
accommodate the big steamers that will
come to Australia in the future. Melbourne
and Sydney are engaged in that work,
while in Fremantle we are engaged in

deepening to 36 feet only. I would urge
upon the Government that they strain
every possible nerve to see the work is not
hindered or hung up and the progress of
the State delayed. I hope the Government
will use every possible effort to allow the
Harbour Trust Commissioners and the-
Works Department to carry on that work
and so give us at least accommodation
equal to that provided in the other States.

Mir. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [10
p.m., Fridayl: The Treasurer in sub-
mitting his Loan Estimates should have
considerd certain portions of the State
more than he has done. I find that in
the Bill provision is made for the more
densely populated parts.

The Premier: This only gives the power
to raise money.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Bill indicates the
amount to be raised and the schedule
provides for what purpose the money is to
be spent. T notice that in the metropolitan
area pro vision is made for the construction
of a bridge at the- Melbourne road railway
crossing. Based on the cost of the William
street bridge the proposed bridge over the
Melbourne-road crossing will run into any-
thing up to £50,000. The William-street
bridge cost, if I remember rightly, about
£36,000 but that was many years ago
when labour and material were cheaper.
It is unwise to borrow money under present
conditions to do work which is not ab-
solutely needed, and no one can convince
me that there is any necessity to spend a,
big sum of money on a bridge at Melbourne-
road. When we come to the vote for
the development of the goldfields, I find
that the amount which is set down is
comparatively small. lRon, members
should raise their voices not in a parochial
spirit, but the fact must not be lost sight
of that if we are to continue to borrow
money, we should use that borrowed money
to the best advantage. When we find that
it is proposed to borrow £50,000 for the
Melbourne-road bridge and that only £8,000
is set down for the development of the
goldfields, it is time that some questions
were asked. I know that the Minister for
Mines is of the same opinion as I am that
more money should be given for the devel-
opment of goldfields. If we do not put
our very best efforts forth, we shall be,
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losing a very fine asset, we shall lose pop-
ulation and we shall lose our markets. I
realise that our harbours, need improve-
ment and I realise also that it is important
that we should get our products away,
but caution should be exercised. In these
times of stress, economy should be the
key-note. If we were operating to-day
on our revenue without having to meet
interest bills, we no doubt 'would hear
-about the reduction of taxation.

Mr. Angwin: But you would have no
revenue then.

Mr. TAYLOR: If we had been more
-economical in the early days and con-
structed more public works out of revenue
than from loan, we of course would have
been in a better position. It is impossible
to develop a young country on its own
resources. *Hence, the system of borrowing
and handing down to posterity has been
the order of the day. The people in
Western Australia to-day are taxed to meet
interest and sinking fund on loans and they
are in an infinitely better position than
they were 23 years ago. We are going
to borrow money where interest will be
higher than has ever been. paid before. Is
it not wise, therefore, fur the Govern-
ment to consider how much money they
will borrow to go on with development
work ? But there are items in the schedule
which cannot be called developmental.
We are in a tight corner and we shall be
in a tighter corner in the next two or
three years.

MN1r. THOMAS (Bunbury) [1- 10 pam.,
Friday]: I am confident by the condition
of the money market that we cannot get
much loan money, but I am anxious that
the money we do borrow shall be spent
to the best advantage. We should not
spend to make provision for too many
years ahead. We should confine our ex-
pendliture to the wants of the year. The
Government should realise what is necessary
-and should ask the House to give an
authority to borrow money for such pur-
poses only.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
M~r. Hoiman in the Chair ; the Premier

in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 7-agreed to.
First Schedule.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Will the Pre-

mnier inform, the Committee whether it is in-
tended to Spend any large portion of the
£50,000 for additions and improvements to
oy. cued railways on erecting- the bridge at
the Melbourne-road crossingl I doubt very
mutch whether such a course 'will meet with
the approval of the majority of the mem-
hers of this House.

The PREMIER: The £50,000 provided in
the schedule is to cover additions anti mu
provements to opened railways. We could
not possibly get the material if we wished
to start the work. There is not £1,000 for
the hridge in that amount.

.Mr. TAYLOR: But if the £1,000 is ex-
pended, it commits the country to a heavy
expenditure afterwards.

The Premier: No.
Alir. TAYLOR: The Premier cannot hood-

wink me; I have been through too many
Loan Estimates.

The Premier: This item was lpnssed six
years ag-o.

Mr. TAYLOR: We should strike out all
words that will permit of any expenditure
either on the Melbourne-road bridge or the
MNieihournie-road crossing. The sum of £1,000
can do nothing except pay salaries for plans
and specifications and engineering know-
ledge.' Once a start is made, the argument
used to Parliament will he, "You have
started on the work now; you must go on
and complete it." The proposition is not
a fair one, either to the Committee or to
the country.

The Premier: But this does not authorise
expenditure. This is to borrow money.

Sir. TAYLOR: The Premier and his Gov-
ernment and the Committee know that it
is an unfair thing to hustle these Loan Esti-
mates through.

The Premier: I will give you my word
that nothing will be expended on that bridge
this year.

IVr. TAYLOR: Very well.
Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: I regret I cannot

accept the assurance as satisfactory. The
bridge has been on the Estimates for the last
10 years, and it should not appear on the
Loan Estimates at such a time as the present.
What is the urgency of even thinking about
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building this bridge for the next fc
years? The money can be utilise
more valuable purposes, markets
pie.

The Premier: Nothing will be
year. 1 cannot get the Bill reprint
if the amendment is made.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: The Co
not meet until half-past four o
that there ir, plenty of time to obt
print of the Bill. The matter is to
By this item we are passing the
the initiation of a specific work in'
expenditure of £,50,000.

Mr. TAYLOR: I move an ami
That the following words be si

-Item Yo. 2, Additions and Imp
Opened Railways, including Br
Alelbourne-road Crossing, k-50,0
Amendment put, and a division t

the following result:
Ayes .

Noes .

Majority against

AYES.

Mr. Angwin
M r. Carpenter
M r. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Foley
Mr. Green
Mr. W. D. Johnson

Mr. Butcher
Mr. Connoily
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. George
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Hickmotl
M r. Lefroy
Mr. Nairn
Mr. Rohinson

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

E. a.
M uri
Taylor
Thoma
Troy
Lambe

NOEs.

fMr. Smith
Mr. B.J.~
Mr. Thorns
Mr. Veryar
Mr. Wansb
Mr. Willm
Mr. F. wil
Mr. Hardws

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: There

new work proposed by this sehedule
iag which information is needed
for the Bsisselton jetty extension.

The Prenmier: I explained that ii
troducin!g the Bill.

Yr. W. D. JOHNSON: I want
mittee to realise that this is a n
The only justification for the
would he to facilitate the develol

air or five the timber industry in that locality. But the-
d for far timber industry throughout the State is
for exam- stagnant. It is unlikely to make any great

advance during the next year or two, and
spent this yet we are passing the sum of £10,000 for a
ed in time new work x hich is no more necessary than

the bridge which we -have just authorised. I-
uncil does move an amendment-
'clock, so That the following be struck out :-Bus--
ala a fair seiton Jetty Extension, £610,000."
0 serious. The PREMIER: We have spent a large-
noney for sum of money already on the Busselton jetty,,
volving an which is over a mile in length. For years

the peop~le down there have been struggling
endment- on with the head of the jetty which is in-
truck out: capable of handling shipping. We cannot
rovements work two ships at one time down there. The
~idge over port has proved itself and is doing more
00., in comparison than Bunbury is, so far as
aken with. timber is concerned. For the sake of a few

thousand pounds the jetty will be able to
13 cope with t-wo steamers at one time success-

17 fully. To-day we are taking 4,000 loads
there.

4 Mr. ANGWVIN: I saw% this jetty not many
- months ago and agree with the Premier that

it is unsafe for shipping at the present

Johnston moment. [ think the vote should be left.
Mr. TAYLOR: I do not think there is any

,justification for the extension of the jetty.
S Is it proposed to go out into deep water?

rt The Premier: It is proposed to go about
(Teller.) 200 feet.

Mdr. TAYLOR: This place is silting up
very considerably. Unless it is necessary for
the extension I would agree to the item being

Stuhbb deleted.
on Amendment put and negatived.

rough Mr. TAYLOR: Is it the intention of the
Ott Government to spend the £5,000 for the pur-

son pose outlined in the schedule-DIevelopment
Ick ~ o odilsadmnrlrsucs erae
(Teler.) of odllsadmnrlrsucs erae

and ores generally ?
The PRE-MIER: I am asking permission

s another to raise £5,000 for the purpose of purchas-
concern- iag ore on the goldfields. The sum of

-£10,000 £4,000 it is estimated will be required for
the expenditure for this year. There is

:em in in- £1,220 to recoup the Loan Suspense Ac-
count. Nothing was spent last year outside

the Coin- the smelter at Ravensthorpe. and this is a
ew work. newv item altogether.
extension Mfr. FOLEY: The amount will not be
)ment of nearly enough for the purchase of ore this
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year. Last year's Estimates are of no value
when dealing with the ore for this year.
There are many small copper shows being
worked and I do not think the money will
go very far.

Schedule put and passed.
Schedules 2, 3-agreed to.

VI he Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1916-17.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 29th November. Mr.
Holman in the Chair.

Vote-Departmental, £666,077-agreed to.
Vote-Railways and Tramnways, £465,400:-
Mr. SCADDAN: In the statement show-

ing the probable state of the loan under-
takings on the 30th June, 1917, I find the
following :-" See Commissioner of Rail-
ways' report, 1916. It is also anticipated
that a commencement will be made with the
Mlelbourne-road crossing railway bridge."

The Promier: We have just divided on
that, you know.

Mr. SCADDAN: I understand the Trea-
surer raised the objection on the Loan Bill
that lie did not intend to spend any money
on the work, but that to delete it would mnean
the reprinting of the Bill.

-The Premier: I gave an undertaking that
there would bo. nothing spent on that this
financial year.

Mr. SCADDAN: At the present time it is[not desirable to erect a bridge over the Mel-
bourne-road crossing. It is work that can
stand over for this year at all evenits.

Vote put and passed.
Vat e-arh ours and Rivers, £136,000:
Air. ANGWIN: I find it is proposed to

expend only £C50,000 on the Fremantle har-
bour works this year, and that there is a
liability of £36,000. I would draw attention
to the urgent necessity for deepening therharbour at the entrance. Unless the 'depthi
is taken to 40 feet vessels will have to pass
Western Australia altogether.

Mr. CARPENTER: I would like to em-
rihasise what the hon. member has said, and
to submit to the Committee figures showingz

the steady progress the harbour had heen
making until the war broke out. Daring the
last few years preceding the war, the in-
creases are as follows :-In 1910-11 the net
tonnage of ships was 2,012,000 tons; in
1911-12 it was 2,147,000 tons; in 1912-13
it was 2,322,000 tons; and in 1913-14 it was
2,1568,000 tons. In the last two years the
tigUres have, of course, fallen off. However,
those I have quoted show that the growth of
the harbour had been steady. There must be
constant expenditure if we are not to have
a block down there. The depth required is
40 feet. If the money is available the Gov-
erment need not hesitate to spend it, be-
cause every penny spent there returns good
interest and something over. The amount the
Hlar~our Trust has paid into the Treasury
over and above interest and sinking fund
dluring the last 10 years is £150,200 or an
average of £15,020 per annum, representing-
net profit to the Treasurer after .meeting all
charges.

Mr. SCADDAN: I agree with the two
lion. members in respect of the necessity of,
at almost any inconvenience, making ready
the Fremantle harbour to receive the deep
draught ships that may be expeCcted after
the war. Sir Rider Haggard, when on his
visit to the State, told me that there would
he probably a line of deep draught vessels
to call at only one, or at most two, ports in
Australia. They are to be large freight
ships, drawing uip to 3.5 feet. Sir Rider
Haggard had gained the impression that
Hobart was the only p)ort in Australia which
could accommodate such ships. I told him
that, where possible, we would make prne-
p~arations to have those ships calling. I
pointed out to him that if those vessels were
to go direct to Hobart, carrying our mails
with them, it would be putting us further
off than eNxer from the Old Country. I
showed how, when the Trans-Australian
railway is completed, we could lift the mails
at Fremantle and despatch them straight
across the continent with virtually no dela 'y
whatever. This development of the harbour
cannot be held over indefinitely. After 'the
war is over all the ships that have been lost
will he replaced with deep-draught vessels
of considerable speed. Again, the Premier
ought not to overlook Albany, because these
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boats coming round the Cape may say,
"Well, if we cannot go into Albany, we will
not go back to Fremantle."

[2 o'clock, p.m., Friday.]

The PREMIER: I am fully seized with
the importance of the dredging of the Fre-
mantle Harbour. We have done very xvell
there in the way of effecting improvements.
I can remember the day when it was pos-
sible to, walk across the bar from one side
of the river to the other. It is proposed to
spend £52,000 in deepening the channel, but
it is not intended to stop at that. The work
is to be continuous until the harbour will
meet all requirements. The sum of £,75,000
wvili be required for the coming y~ar and
the principal items of exp~enditure wviii be
£,6,278 on the extension west of the North
Quay, £5,633 in dredging the knuckle, and
£1,973 in providing wheat handling aceom-
modation, and when we get the harbour
dredged to a depth of 36 feet at lowv water,
we shall not be satisfied until it is dredged
to 40 feet, and I hope to live to see the day
when it will be dredged to 50 feet, so that
it may then accommodate all the shipping of
the time.

Mr. Carpenter: If it could be dredged
now to 40 feet it wvould be good economy.

The PREMVIER : That does not matter
very much.

Item, Busselton Jetty Extension, £45,450.
Air. SCADDAN: There are no particulars

supplied with regard to the Busselton
Jetty extension. Does the Premier think it
is desirable that xve should continue expend-
ing money on that jetty wvhen wve know well
that as years go on it will require further
extension so as to keep on carrying it into
deep wvater? As the harbour there is silting
up it might be advisable to get expert ad-
vice in regard to the advantage or otherwise
of maintaining that jetty or selecting an-
other site for a harbour at Dunsboroogh,
which is some 15 or 10 miles from Bussel-
ton on the caves road.

The PREMIER: The head of the Bussel-
ton Jetty is far too short and it is not pos-
sible to berth twvo vessels alongside because
it is too narrow. It is proposed to wviden the
head to 61 feet to provide for five lines of
xvay.

Mr. Seaddan: It xvill never be satisfac-
tory.

The PRE-AiER: With regard to the silt-
iiig, there is alwvays a little going on, and
what has taken place in The last 60 years is
of small account.

Mr. Scaddan: About 50 yards of silting
on the shore wvould mean 10 feet at the end
of' tfie jetty.

The PREMIER: Oh, no, it would be
nothing like that. There is always silting
going on, even in the Bunbury harbour, and
thme late Mr. C. Y. O'Connor recommended
that there should be a viaduct between the
main shore and the mole in order to let the
scour go round the Bay. In regard to the
Busselton Jetty it is absolutely necessary
that we should preserve the jetty head and
make it safe for the mooring of big steamers.
WAe have been guaranteed by the Kauri
Timber Company a minimum revenue of
£2,000 per annum, and the export traffic for
the year ended 30th June, 1914, was 48,000
tons. With regard to Dunshorough we
might have that site inspected, but I think
thiere xvill he the same silting there.

Vote put and passed.
-Votes-WIater Supply and Sewerage,

£6146,050; Development of Goldfields and
Mineral Resources, £20,220;- Development of
Agriculture, £652,550; Roads and Bridges,
Public Ruildings, etc., £52,000; Other State
Undertakings, £114,100 agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

Sitting suspended from 2.15 p.m. to 4 p.m.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Works: Statement

of finamncial results of State trading concerns
to the 30th June, 1916. [Ordered on motion
by the member for West Perth (Mr. Allen)].

BILL-APPROPRATION.
All Stages.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in con-
nection with Bill.

In accordance with the resolutions adopted
in Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means, leave obtained to introduce the
Appropriation Bill, xwhich was read a first
time.
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Second Reading.
The PREMIER and TREASURER

(Hon. Frank Wilson-Sussex) [4.26 p.m.,
Friday] in moving the second reading said:
Hon. members can see from the contents of
the Bill that it is simply to confirm the

-Estimates we have already passed. It is
prepared on the lines of Bills which have
been introduced in previous years. There
is no alteration in the principle at all.
Clause 1 deals with the application of
moneys in connection with a further supply
that is granted for the services of the year
ending 30th June, 1917. Clause 2 is the
appropriation of supplies for the services
and votes according to the Estimates, in-
cluding the Estimates of trading concerns
set out in Schedule A. There is also pro-
vided an additional expenditure of £C400,000
by way of advances to Treasurer.

Mr. Taylor: You have increased that vote
under Treasurer's Advance Account, have
you not?

The PREMIER: I thinik not; I am not
aware if it is so. In Schedule E members
will find in connection with this £400,000
Advance to Treasurer the details regarding
the amount.

Mr. Scaddan: The amount previously was,
I think, either £300,000 or £350,000. I am
not sure which.

The PREMIER: I am not aware that it
has been altered.

Mr. Scaddan: It does not account for
much.

Mr. Taylor: Only that it has been in-
creased.

The PREITER: In another portion of
the schedules is appropriation for the re-
spective services and the expenditure under
advances to the Treasurer for the last
financial year. The details are set forth in
Schedules F and G. These are in excess
of the expenditure of last year. Otherwiqe
I think hon. members -will see that the Bill
explains itself. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Mr. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle)

[4.30 p.m., Friday]: I would like to draw
attention to Schedule E. It is true it is
similar to schedules previously included in
the Appropriation Bill, but when we con-

sider the measures introduced this session
with a view of tying the hands of the Gov-
ernment in a manner they had not been
tied previously, 1 think it would be wise not
to restrict the amount of the Treasurer's
advance. Last year We had to draw from
this amount of the Treasurer's advance all
the capital required for the various trading
concerns. This year we have provided
working capital in the Loan Bill. I do not
want to put any temptation in the way of
the present Minister. When the State
steamers were first purchased the purchase
was questioned by hon. members until it
was proved to them that the Government
previously found it was necessary to in-
crease the amount in the Treasurer's ad-
vance in the Appropriation Bill. We should
be careful not to tempt the present Govern-
meat to enter into trading concerns until the
Bill is carried.

Mr. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-Ivanhboe)
[4.32 p.m., Friday] : I might explain that
the amount provided in Schedule E in this
year's Appropriation Bill is exactly the
same as that of last year, but if the Trea-
surer will look up the statement I then made
he will find that I explained I had increased
the item "Advances to Trcasurer" because,
as I said-

It is estimated that almost immediately
-we shall have to overdraw the amount
provided on the Loan Estimates. It was
originally estimated at £,50,000, but now
I am informed it Will he very much above
that if we continue to provide stores and
other requirements to settlers until they
get their returns from their crops. In
order to conform with what xve consider
to he the law, as advised by the Auditor
General and the Solicitor General, we
have also provided that advances under
this schedule might be made in like man-
ner out of the Government Property Sales
Fund even if the amount is only £1, in-
stead of making an adjustment between
divisions.

As a matter of fact it was found necessary
to increase the amount of the Treasurer's
advance because of the altered system to
comply with the law. The Solicitor General
and Auditor General held that all these ad-
vaces must be paid out of the Treasurer's
Advance, and we had to increase the amount
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to draw front public accounts. We have
altered the regulations to provide that if
one item is overdrawn on the Estimates, al-
though another item may be under-drawn
we cannot transfer that excess; it must be
charged tip to the Treasurer's Advance. I
agree with the Treasurer that it is prefer-
able to draw from Public Accounts, although
we cannot exercise that authority sufficiently
to keep ourselves within the law. Suppose
we had an early pence and there was an
immediate outlet for timber, and the Gov-
ernment saw that the demand was heavy,
they would push ahead with the timher at
the saw mills and in that way increase the
expenditure until we would want money to
draw on. That, however, did not mean that
it was intended to spend the whole of the
£400,000. The Treasurer would want to get
the works going as soon as the necessity
arose.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [4.37 p.m.,
Friday] : The last Appropriation Bill
which was brought down was the first in
which such an ainount was voted as an ad-
vance to the Treasurer. For many years
past it stood at £250,000. Now it has reached
£400,000. The leader of the Opposition,
who -was then Treasurer, gave reasons for
the increase, pointing out that it was largely
due to farming operations and that he
needed certain moneys to meet requirements
which were then unkcnown. I do not know
whether they still exist, but it is a bad pre-
cedent to establish. I do not think such a
large amount as £400,000 is necessary. I1
am not going to oppose the Schedule. Un-
less there is some jnstification for this big
vote in the future I shall raise my voice
against it if I am here.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

QUESTION-HEALTH PROSECU-
TIONS, JOSEPH WHITING PECKHAM

Mr. GREEN asked the Premier: 1, On
whose authority was a man named Joseph

Whiting Peckham selected to secure convic-
tions under "The Health Act Amendment
Act, 1915"? 2, Is he aware that this man
is identical -with one Joseph Whiting Peck-
ham who wvas convicted on two charges on
2nd April, 11913 of (a) living on the pro-
ceeds of immorality; (h) with collecting-
rents from p~remises used for immoral pur-
poses? 3, If the facts are as stated is it
considered that the evidence of a man of
this character is likely to be reliable for the
prosecutions desired?~

The PREMAIER replied: I regret that,
in view of Section 242 (o) of the Health
Act Amendment Act, 1915, I am unable to
answer the question which the hon. member
has asked. The section in question reads as
f ollows:

Every person employed in the adminis-
tration of this part of this Act shall pre-
serve secrecy in regard to all matters
which may come to his knowledge in the
course of such employment, and shall not
communicate any such matters to any
other person except in the performance
of his duties under this Act; penalty
F100.

QU'ESTI ON -F{EMANTLE HA RBOUR
TRUST, STORAGE CHARGES.

Mr. AV. D. J01INSON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, Is he a-ware that the Fremantle
H-arbour Trust propose to increase the stor-
age charge on wheat at Fremantle on and
after 1st December fromn the present charge
of £.500 per month to about E1,200? 2, In
view of the increased revenue received by
the Trust for storage owing to lack of
shipping freight necesqitating exceptionally
long storage will he see that the special
regutlation passed to reduce the storage rate
until the end of-. November is continued
until the stacks are considerably reducedI

The PREMITER replied: In regard to
wheat storage the Fremantle Harbour Trust
Commissioners are faced with an annual
liability of £10,000 to cover interest, sink-,-
iug fund, insurance and depreciation on
plant and machinery, etc., installed for the
pups of storing and shipping wheat.
This gives a stacking area of about two
million bags, and the trust is now offering
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the whole of this area to the Wheat Market-
ing Committee for a year at a flat rate of
£.1,000 per month. The flat rate of £300
per month which was running to 30th No-
vember wvas arrived at owing to the fact
that prior to June last the ordinary schedule
rate on wheat stacked had been charged,
which gave the Trust such an amount of
revenue that it was able to continue until
30th November at a flat rate of £500 per
inonth and make no loss. The Harbour
Trust Commissioners are only asking in
storage rent a sufficient amount of revenue
to cover their actual liability.

ESPERANCE LANDS, ROYAL
C GIVLvIIS S 10 N -

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex [4.50 p.m., Friday]: With the per-
mission of the House, I would like to read
a letter which has been sent to me from
Mr. Demnpster, the chairman of the Com-
mission appointed to inquire into the Es-

perance lands, with reference to a remark
made by the member for Kanowna (Mr.
Walker) the other nght. The letter is
dated the 1st December and reads as fol-
lows:

According to a report in the Daily
Nears of the 30th uilt., Mr. Walker
M.L.A., made the following statement
during- the debate on the Estimates:
"Under proper treatment it had been
proved that the Esperance lands were as
fertile as similar country in South Aus-
tralia; vet the Commission's report bad
been~ held uip because a member thereof
desired to attend to his own private
business." I desire to give an emphatic
denial to the last statement. No member
of this Commission has placed his own
private business before that of the State
,since the Commission came into existence.
Every endeavour has been and will con-
tinue to be made to expedite the report;
but in the absence of certain essential in-
formation. whvich could not be furnished
for a few weeks, a little delay is unavoid-
able. and rather than put the State to the
expense of paying for sittings not lik~ely
to be of material benefit, the members
adjourned for a couple of weeks. This

adjournment saved expense, but it cer-
tainly did not hinder the business of the
Conimission. In justice to the members
of the Commission, I would ask you to
kindly make a correction either of Mr.
Walker's statement or of the Daily News
report, if the latter is at fault.
TVtr. WALKER (Kanowna) [4.52 p.m.,

Friday] :May I add, and 1 think it is right
that 1 should do so, that I certaiuld, did
refer to the private business of shearing in
connection with the gentlemtan in question.
1. think it was on information which
came from the other side of the House in
answer to some question o1. suggestion. T1he
statement was inade from the other side of
the House, and I took it for granted, see-
ing that it was communicated to me, in that
way, that it was correct. I should be very
sorry to accuse any member of the Royal
Commission wrongfully. If the informa-
tion supplied to me from the other side of
the House is incorrect, it is only due to the
Commission that a correction should be
made.

Mr. Underwood: The Commission is only
flap doodle, anyhow. You cannot expect
them to neglect their private business for
flap doodle.

BTI-LOAN, £1,537,000.
Returned from the Legislative Council

without amendment.

BlIL-APPR OPRIATION.
Returned from rThe tLegislative Council

wvithout amendment.

RESOLUTION-PRIVATE BILLS.
Message received from the Council re-

(uesting concurrence in the following reso-
lution :-"1, That it is, in the opinion of this
House, desirable that all Bills having for
their object the granting of concessions to
specific persons or corporations should be
brought before Parliament as private Bills.
2, That it be an instruction to the Standing
Orders Committee of this House to revise
and bring up to date the Standing orders
relating to private Bills."

On motion by the Premier consideration
of the Message made an Order of the
Day for the next sitting.
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ADJOURNMENT-SPECIA L.
The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-

Sussex) [6.20 p.m., Friday]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, 23rd January, 1917.

In submitting the motion, may I be allowed
to express my thanks to the leader of the
Opposition and to the members of his party
for having expedited business and enabled
me to leave the State to-morrow to attend
the Premier's conference in Melbourne. I
also desire to extend to you, Mr. Speaker,
the members and the officials of the House,
my heartiest wvishes for the approaching
Christmas season. Notwith istanding that, we
have the Cloud of war hanging over us, I
think we may take heart in the full belief
that our gallant soldiers of the Motherland
are going to win a glorious victorv sooner
or later, and that being so, we can adjourn
over Christmas -with good heart.

Mrb. S CAI)DAN (Brown Hill.-Ivanhoe)
[6.22 l).m., Friday] : I have no objection to
the motion for adjournment submitted by
the Premier.

Mr. Taylor: it is a week late.
Mr. SCADDAN: It is a matter for the

Government to decide -when it will be pos-
sible for them to call the House together
with convenience.

Mr. Angwin: They may make appoint-
ments in the meantime.

I\r. SCADDAN: T will not mind so long
as they' include me. In the matter of an
adjournment of this kind, I think the Gov-
ernment should be allowed to decide the date
of re-assembling-, taking into account alwvays
of course the convenience of members, which
T think they have done on this occasion, and
the conduct of pub~lic business a-, well.
Therefore, I have no objection to the motion.
I may be permitted to join with the Pre-
mier in wishing you. Mr. Speaker, the mem-
hers and the officers of the House a merry
Christmas and a happy new year, and a
pleasant holiday. MNay I also express the
hope that the Premier's anticipation regard-
inz the crisis we are passing through will
he realised, and that the victory which -we
are hoping for will come rather sooner than
later.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [6.24 p.m.,
Friday] : I desire to echo the remarks of the

leader of the Opposition and would like to
add that I hope the Premier, on his return,
wvill have a golden lining to his pockets.

Mr. ANO WiN (North-East Fremantle)
[6.25 p.m., Friday] : Personally I think the
adjournment is rather long.

Air. Taylor: Hear, hear.
MUr. ANG IVN: At the same time I am not

rising to object to the adjournment because
it might give the Colonial Secretary the
op)portunity hie so much desires to look into
his department and see that economies are
practised in the way that he p~reaches them.
I say that because, after a close scrutiny of
the E~tiinates, I have come to the conclusion
I hat the Colonial Secretary's department is
the miost wastcful of all.

TNr. TAYLOR (Mt. MAargaret) [6.30 p.m.,
Friday] : It is a most remarkable fact that
(on quite a recent occasion when the Premier
tmoved for the adjournment of the House to
a certain dlate to enable his Ministers to meet
their electors lie adopted a similar length of
timie for the adjournment as now, namely,
seven weeks.

Mr. Underwood : Seven times seven shall
von overcome Your enemies.

Mr. TAYLOR: T believe the only neces-
sit ,v for a seven 'weeks' adjournment is to
meet the wishes of those who are represent-
ing the agricultural areas in this House, and
to enable them to take off their crops. T
helieve that this is what has influenced the
Premier largely in the matter. There is the
consideration of public affairs to be taken
into account, the taxation proposals, and the
Bills which are now before the House and
wlieh are exercising the minds of the people,
and this is indeed a long time during which
to hang these up, namely seven weeks. Some
of these measures will, I feel certain, never
see the light of day at all. With regard to
some of these, I think after the reception they
have received in this House and throughout
the country the Premier will be wise if be
sees to it that they do not again see day-
IiL-fit in this Chamber. I recollect that during
this session we have had a seven weeks'
adjournment in connection with the election
of Hinisters, we are to have this other seven
weeks' adjournment, and we have had a three
wveeks' adjournment in connection with the
Federal referendum upon conscription, mak-
ing a total of 17 weeks taken out of the
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session. This is indeed a long period, but
as the leader of the Opposition has been in
conference with the Premier on the matter
and they have decided that this is the period
during which the House is to-adjourn, I am
not going to raise any objection.

Mir. Scaddan: I did not decide.
Mr. TAYLOR: The leader of the Oppo-

sition attended a conference, and was one of
those who decided that this was a most con-
venient time both for the affairs of the coun-
try and the convenience of members of the
House. In my opinion, a seven weeks' ad-
journment is too long, and the Premnier him-
self if he had thlought out the matter without
taking into consideration some of his sup-
porters would have met the House again
early in January.

The Premier: I also considered-your side
of the House.

Mir. TAYLOR: It is, however, most im-
liortaflt that the Premier should attend this
conference in the Eastern States, and I hope
he will he successful in his mission. At the
same time I enter my Jprotest at such a
long adjournment. This is the third adjourn-
mnent during- this session, and such a thing
is unknown in the Parliamentary histor *y
of Western Australia since we have had re-
sponsihle Government.

Mir. Walker: It amounts to a nuarte~r of
the year.

Mir. TAYLOR: It is practically a quarter
of the year. I am not going to divide the
House on the question.

Air. SPEAKER [16.34 p.mi., Friday] : I de-
sire to say the few words which are cus-
tomary on this occasion. On behalf of the
Chairman of Committees, the temporary
Chairmen, the officers of the House, and on
my owvn hehalf, I wish to thank hon. mem-
bers who have spoken for their kind expres-
sions of good 'will towards us, and to offer
them our best wishes for the coming season.
T thank the House for the courtesy and for-
bearance which on all occasions bon. members
have shown towards us. I think that so far
as the session has gone it has passed off with
g-ood feeling on all sides. I do not think the

-business of the House has suffered in conse-
quence. I hope the P'remier will have a very
successful mission to the Eastern States, be-
cause on his success depends the well-being

of the State for the next year. I join with
hon. members in hoping that there will be a
speedy termination of the war, and that the
ending will be one victorious to the British
Empire. I again express, on behalf of My-
self, the Chairman and temporary Chairmen
of Committees, and the officers of the House
our best wishes to lion, members for a Happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.36 p.m. (Friday).

Friday, 1st December, 1916.

Motion : Private Bilk.......
Bilks: Loan £1,537,000, all stages

Appropriation, all stages9
Adjounment, special
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The PRESIDENT took the- Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION-PRIVATE BILLS.
lion. Wt. KCINGSMILL (Metropolitani-

Suhurban) [4.33] : I move-
1, That it is, in the opinion of this

House, desirable that all Bills having for
their object the granting of concessions td
specific persons or corporations should be
brought before Parliament as private
Bills. 2, That it be an instruction to the
Standing Orders Committee of this House
to revise and bring up to date the Stand-
ing Orders relating to private Bills.

The motion is designed, in my opinion, to
facilitate to a great extent the operations
of this Chamber. Hon. members will re-
collect that during the last few days we
have had three Bills which might he de-
cribed as concession Bills, two of which the

jI
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